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Scriptures for the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 22nd December 2019, Year A, the Year of Matthew  

This edition of the Parish Newsletter serves for two weeks. 

The Mass Proper for the Fourth Sunday of Advent is on pages 90-93 of the Parish Mass Book. 
 

The reading from Isaiah foretells the birth of a very special child, who will be called Emmanuel: ‘God-with-us.’  

(Isaiah 7:10-14)  
 

St Paul’s letter to the Romans opens by drawing attention to the human and divine ‘roots’ of Jesus.  

(Romans 1:1-7) 
 

We see how, in Jesus, the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled. (Matthew 1:18-25)  
 

 

The Mystic Nativity by Sandro Botticelli, 1500, The National Gallery, London 
 

Scriptures for the Nativity of the Lord: Christmas 

The Mass Propers are between pages 95 and 106 of the Parish Mass Book. 

The readings are proper to each Mass at Christmas. A brief is commentary on page 93 of the Parish Mass Book.  
 

From Deacon Nick’s recent wonderful homily: 

We expected God to make us number one…. but he calls us to identify with the least, the last … the lost.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard this year, and in particular in this season of Advent and Christmas, 

to make our worship of God as worthy as possible, to make our beautiful church look and sound so wonderful, to 

help us to live out our Parish Vision and to reach out to others in the spirit of the love of Jesus Christ. Deo gratias! 

Let us pray that we give a fruitful and joyous witness in the coming year.  
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Saturday 21st December,  

Liturgy of the Day, O Morning Star 

5 pm Reconciliation 

6 pm Mass Margaret & Clive Judge &McEntee & 

Powderley deceased family members 

This weekend we welcome at our Masses Deacon Matthew 

King: please pray for Matthew who prepares for priestly 

ordination, set for Saturday 18th April at St John’s Cathedral. 

 

22nd December, Fourth Sunday of Advent  

O King of the Nations 

10 am Mass Patrick & Ena O’Doherty,  

Emile & Celine Delnoy RIP 
 

Monday 23rd December, Liturgy of the Day,  

O Emmanuel 

10 am Mass Archbishop Michael Bowen RIP 
 

Tuesday 24th December, Christmas Eve 

6 pm Mass, praying for the children of our Parish  

and with the baptism of Marcus Watkins-Glass 

10 pm Carols and readings precede 10.30 pm Mass  

for family peace and harmony 
 

Wednesday 25th December, Nativity of the Lord  

10 am Mass praying for the people of our Parish 
 

Thursday 26th December, St Stephen 

10 am Mass Lisa Blake RIP 
 

Friday 27th December, St John 

Canon Gerard has a family awayday. 
 

Saturday 28th December, The Holy Innocents 

5 pm Reconciliation 

6 pm Mass Carole Welch RIP 
 

29th December, Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

10 am Mass for the intentions of the people  

& John & Sheila Allen RIP 
 

Monday 30th December, Liturgy of the Day 

10 am Mass the deceased of the Parish in 2019 
 

Tuesday 31st December, Liturgy of the Day 

10 am Mass, Sheila Scott RIP 
 

Wednesday 1st January, Mary, Holy Mother of God 

10 am Mass deceased members of the Donlon family 
 

Thursday 2nd January, Ss Basil & Gregory Nazianzen 
 

Friday 3rd January, Liturgy of the Day 

10 am Mass Fr Brian Sandeman RIP 
 

Saturday 4th January, Liturgy of the Day 

5 pm Reconciliation 

6 pm Mass Greta Powderly RIP & Naomi Musasa’s baptism  
 

Sunday 5th January, The Epiphany of the Lord 

10 am Mass John Bailey RIP & for the people 

 

 

Do you want to become a Catholic? In the New Year there 

is an opportunity to join a  group discovering more about 

the Catholic Christian Faith. If you wish to be involved please 

just let Canon Gerard know. He can give you further details. 
 

A vocation prayer Lord, I know you love me and have 

great plans for me. But sometimes I am overwhelmed by 

the thought of my future. Show me how to walk forward 

one day at a time. May I take heart while I search openly 

for what it is you want me to do with my life. Inspire in me 

wisdom and understanding to see your vision for my life 

and respond with openness to whatever you call me to be. 

Show me your way Lord!  

St John Vianney, Patron of Priests; pray for us. 
 

Please pray for David Critcher RIP whose funeral will be in 

January. We also pray for all who are sick or in distress. We 

pray for Janet, baptised and confirmed at home recently, 

and for Gregory and Linda. 
 

Please pray in this Year of God’s Word 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, we beg you to change us, to convert 

us and to make us holy. Fill us with a deeper faith, hope and 

love for you. Send into our hearts the cleansing fire of the 

Holy Spirit and powerfully renew all the clergy and laity of 

our Diocese. Unite us in love and respect for one another and 

unify us as your one, holy people. Grant us a new passion 

and zeal for the Catholic Faith, for mission, outreach and 

service. Help us to proclaim your Gospel generously to the 

poor and needy that many more souls may be saved by 

finding their way to you in your Church. May Mary 

Immaculate help us. May St Edmund of Abingdon and 

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati pray for us. Amen. 

 

Collection Thank you for your donations of £758.55 last 

weekend. You gave £778.77 the previous weekend. Thank 

you to everyone who helped so generously! Christmas 

Offerings are your gift to our Parish Funds. Christmas Crib 

offerings will be donated to the Friends of the Holy Land.  
 

The Holy Gospel according to St Luke Bishop Philip sends 

to all of us this Christmas a handy pocket or handbag sized 

edition of this Gospel to mark the Year of the Word. 
 

Bim writes after the Carols at Rowlands Castle: Thanks to 

you all for making this event such an enjoyable evening. It 

was a wonderful start to the Christmas celebrations and a 

good sum will have been collected for the Rowans too. Buon 

Natale a tutti!  
 

Scriptures for the Holy Family, Jesus Mary and Joseph 

Sunday 29th December  

The Mass Proper is on pages 106 of the Parish Mass Book. 

The reading gives a commentary on the commandment 

that we must honour our father and mother.  

(Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6.12-14) 

This describes the atmosphere which should reign in a 

Christian community and in a Christian household. 

(Colossians 3:12-21) 

Matthew casts the Holy Family as displaced persons and 

homeless refugees. (Matthew 2:13-15.19-23) 

 



 
 

 


