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The scriptures for the Third Sunday of Advent, 15th December 2019, Year A, the Year of Matthew  

The Mass Proper is on pages 88-90 of the Parish Mass Book. Prayer of the Church week 3 

God is the hope of his people who are crushed by misfortune. (Isaiah 35:1-6.10)  

St James urges us to be patient with one another, and patient regarding the Lord’s final coming.  

(James 5:7-10) 

We see Jesus at work and hear his words of praise for his imprisoned cousin John.  (Matthew 11:2-11)  
 

The ‘O’ Antiphons The Magnificat, Mary’s great hymn, is prayed by millions of people every evening in the 

Prayer of the Church.  In the Octave before Christmas, 17th – 23rd December, the ‘O’ Antiphons accompany the 

Magnificat. Each referring to Isaiah’s prophecy of the coming of the Messiah & highlighting a title for the 

Messiah. You might wish to pray the Magnificat each evening from Tuesday through to Christmas,  

meditating on the ‘O Antiphon’ before and after the prayer. 

O Sapientia O Wisdom 

O Adonai  O Lord 

O Radix Jesse O Root of Jesse 

O Clavis David O Key of David 

O Oriens O Morning Star 

O Rex Gentium O King of the Nations 

O Emmanuel O God is with us. 
 

 
Madonna of the Magnificat, Sandro Botticelli 

 

My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 

He looks on his servant in her lowliness; henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 

The Almighty works marvels for me. Holy his name! His mercy is from age to age, on those who fear him. 

He puts forth his arm in strength and scatters the proud-hearted. He casts the mighty from their thrones and raises 

the lowly. He fills the starving with good things, sends the rich away empty. He protects Israel, his servant, 

remembering his mercy, the mercy promised to our fathers, to Abraham and his sons for ever. 
 

A vocation prayer Lord, I know you love me and have great plans for me. But sometimes I am overwhelmed by 

the thought of my future. Show me how to walk forward one day at a time. May I take heart while I search openly 

for what it is you want me to do with my life. Inspire in me wisdom and understanding to see your vision for my 

life and respond with openness to whatever you call me to be. Show me your way Lord!  

St John Vianney, Patron of Priests; pray for us. 
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Saturday 14th December, St John of the Cross 

5 pm Reconciliation 

6 pm Mass for the intentions of the people 
 

15th  December, Gaudete Sunday, Third of Advent  

10 am Mass David Snelling-Bowman RIP 
 

Monday 16th December, 3rd Week of Advent 

10.30 am Mass at Oaklands School with Year 11 

St Thomas More School Infants Nativity is in church today. 
 

Tuesday 17th December, Liturgy of the Day 

9.15 am Mothers’ Prayers Kathy Collins, 07899 788146 

7.30 pm Lectio Divina Jan Salvesen-Sawh, 07846 563935 
 

Wednesday 18th December, Liturgy of the Day 

10 am Mass Private intention 

10.30 am Exposition until 2.30 pm  
 

Thursday 19th December, Liturgy of the Day 

9.15 am & 10.30 am Mass at Oaklands School 

 

Friday 20th December, Liturgy of the Day 

6.30 pm Mass Sr Geraldine’s intentions 

7 pm Reconciliation Service with several priests available 
 

Saturday 21st December, Liturgy of the Day 

5 pm Reconciliation 

6 pm Mass Margaret & Clive Judge &McEntee & 

Powderley deceased family members 
 

22nd December, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

10 am Mass Patrick & Ena O’Doherty, Emile & Celine 

Delnoy RIP 
 

Please pray for all parishioners who are sick or in distress. 

 

Masses at St Michael and All Angels at Christmas  

Christmas Eve 6 pm  

10 pm Carols and readings precede 10.30 pm Mass  

Christmas morning 10 am  
 

Carols on Rowlands Castle Green: 6.30 pm Wednesday 

18th December at the Robin Hood Pub. Afterwards Bim’s 

band performs in the Pub. Proceeds to Rowans Hospice. 

“Come & join us for Christmas cheer & a mince  pie!” 
 

Do you want to become a Catholic? In the New Year there 

is an opportunity to join a  group discovering more about 

the Catholic Christian Faith. If you wish to be involved please 

let Canon Gerard know, either by email or letter. He will let 

you know further details. 
 

Children's Craft Packs, for £1 & excellent stocking fillers, 

are available after Mass: the money raised is for Cafod. 
 

Bob Chilcott's Christmas Oratorio 

The 2019 Three Choirs Festival presents the world premiere 

& music by Handel, Victoria and Britten in ‘In Concert’ at 

7.30 pm on Thursday 19th December on Radio 3. Canon 

Gerard enjoyed being present at the recording & 

recommends this great concert! 

 
 

 

Mother of Christ! Hear thou thy people’s cry, 

Star of the deep, and portal of the sky! 

Mother of him who thee from nothing made, 

Sinking we strive, and call to thee for aid: 

Oh, by that joy which Gabriel brought to thee, 

Thou Virgin first and last, let us thy mercy see. 
 

Please pray in this Year of God’s Word 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, we beg you to change us, to convert 

us and to make us holy. Fill us with a deeper faith, hope and 

love for you. Send into our hearts the cleansing fire of the 

Holy Spirit and powerfully renew all the clergy and laity of 

our Diocese. Unite us in love and respect for one another and 

unify us as your one, holy people. Grant us a new passion 

and zeal for the Catholic Faith, for mission, outreach and 

service. Help us to proclaim your Gospel generously to the 

poor and needy that many more souls may be saved by 

finding their way to you in your Church. May Mary 

Immaculate help us. May St Edmund of Abingdon and 

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati pray for us. Amen. 
 

Prayer invoking the aid of our Patron Saint 

Holy Michael the Archangel defend us in the day of battle. Be 

our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O 

Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust 

down to hell Satan and all the wicked spirits, who wander 

through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 

 

Collection Thank you for your donations of £778.77 last 

weekend. You gave £ 823.29 the previous weekend. The 

Karaoke Evening & Raffled raised a magnificent £508 and 

£108 of this funded the Tea and Chat Group Christmas Party. 

Thank you to everyone who helped so generously! 

Christmas Offerings are your gift to our Parish Funds. 
 

St Thomas More School appeals: The Sun Books for 

Schools Campaign is a chance of 100 free books worth 

£600+. We need to collect 3500 tokens from The Sun & Sun 

on Sunday. (You can leave your tokens with the Parish Office 

and we will pass them on.) 
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