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Scriptures for the Second Sunday of Advent, 8th December 2019, Year A, the Year of Matthew  

The Mass Proper is on pages 85-88 of the Parish Mass Book. Prayer of the Church Week 2 
 

We hear about the coming of the Messiah, and the kind of justice and peace he is to bring.  

(Isaiah 11:1-10) 
 

Paul writes to the Romans about the importance of hope,  

and how we should treat others in the same friendly way that Christ has treated us. (Romans 15: 4-9) 
 

 
Michelangelo Merisi, called Caravaggio, Saint John the Baptist in the Wilderness, 1604  

 

We hear John the Baptist saying: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is close at hand.’  

(Matthew 24:37-44) 
 

A vocation prayer Lord, I know you love me and have great plans for me. But sometimes I am overwhelmed by 

the thought of my future. Show me how to walk forward one day at a time. May I take heart while I search openly 

for what it is you want me to do with my life. Inspire in me wisdom and understanding to see your vision for my 

life and respond with openness to whatever you call me to be. Show me your way Lord!  

St John Vianney, Patron of Priests; pray for us. 
 

Bambinelli Sunday Next weekend families are invited to bring the Baby Jesus crib figure from home to be blessed: 

families could always make their own Bambinelli! In Rome that day, Pope Francis also blesses them. 
 

Masses at St Michael and All Angels at Christmas  

Christmas Eve 6 pm  

10 pm Carols and readings precede 10.30 pm Mass  

Christmas morning 10 am  
 

The General Election You are welcome to take home this weekend a paper with guidance from our Bishops. 
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Saturday 7th December, St Ambrose 

5 pm Reconciliation 

6 pm Mass Sue Reeves’ intentions 
 

8th December, Second Sunday of Advent 

10 am Mass for the intentions of the Smith family (S. Hook)  

the intentions of Nick Smith and family  

and with prayers for Gregory and Linda Smith 
 

Monday 9th December, The Immaculate Conception 

(Canon Gerard visits Mater Sacerdotum, Shrewsbury.) 
 

Tuesday 10th December, 2nd Week of Advent 

9.15 am Mothers’ Prayers Kathy Collins, 07899 788146 

7.30 pm Lectio Divina Jan Salvesen-Sawh, 07846 563935 
 

Wednesday 11th December, 2nd Week of Advent 

10 am Mass Barbara Hempstead RIP 

10.30 am Exposition until 2.30 pm  
 

Thursday 12th December, 2nd Week of Advent 

1.30 pm Mass Mary Henderson RIP 

2 pm Tea & Chat Group Christmas Party 
 

Friday 13th December, St Lucy 

10 am Mass for good governance of our country 
 

Saturday 14th December, St John of the Cross 

5 pm Reconciliation 

6 pm Mass for the intentions of the people 
 

15th December, Gaudete Sunday, Third of Advent  

10 am Mass David Snelling-Bowman RIP 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of John Bailey RIP, 

married here in the summer, and who died last Sunday. We 

pray for all parishioners who are sick or in distress. 
 

The Catholic Grandparents Association meet on the 

second Tuesday of the month at St Michael’s at 10 am. 

Come and join us for coffee, the rosary and prayer for any 

particular intentions that are brought forward. Newcomers 

are always welcome! 
 

St Thomas More's School Christmas Craft Fair  

Friday 13th December 3.30 pm  

Proceeds go to Outdoor Learning Area Phase 2. 
 

Voices for Christmas 4 pm and 7.30 pm, Saturday 14th 

December: the Nativity story told by the people there! 

Written and performed by Kevin Walsh. Tickets:  

jackychong@btinternet.com or 01243 371074.  

Profits to Havant Passion Play Limited. 
 

Carols on Rowlands Castle Green: 6.30 pm Wednesday 

18th December at the Robin Hood Pub. Afterwards Bim’s 

band performs in the Pub. Proceeds to Rowans Hospice. 

“Come & join us for Christmas cheer & a mince  pie!” 
 

St Thomas More School appeals: The Sun Books for Schools 

Campaign is a chance of 100 free books worth £600+. Tokens 

will be in The Sun & Sun on Sunday until Saturday 18th 

January. We need to collect 3500 tokens. You can leave your 

tokens with the Parish Office and we will pass them on. 
 

Do you want to become a Catholic? In the New Year there 

is an opportunity to join a group discovering more about 

the Catholic Christian Faith. If you wish to be involved please 

let Canon Gerard know, either by email or letter. He will let 

you know further details. 
 

 

Mother of Christ! Hear thou thy people’s cry, 

Star of the deep, and portal of the sky! 

Mother of him who thee from nothing made, 

Sinking we strive, and call to thee for aid: 

Oh, by that joy which Gabriel brought to thee, 

Thou Virgin first and last, let us thy mercy see. 
 

 

Reconciliation Service at St Michael’s with several priests 

to hear confessions 7 pm on Friday 20th December 
 

Please pray in this Year of God’s Word 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, we beg you to change us, to convert 

us and to make us holy. Fill us with a deeper faith, hope and 

love for you. Send into our hearts the cleansing fire of the 

Holy Spirit and powerfully renew all the clergy and laity of 

our Diocese. Unite us in love and respect for one another and 

unify us as your one, holy people. Grant us a new passion 

and zeal for the Catholic Faith, for mission, outreach and 

service. Help us to proclaim your Gospel generously to the 

poor and needy that many more souls may be saved by 

finding their way to you in your Church. May Mary 

Immaculate help us. May St Edmund of Abingdon and 

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati pray for us. Amen. 
 

Prayer invoking the aid of our Patron Saint 

Holy Michael the Archangel defend us in the day of battle. Be 

our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O 

Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust 

down to hell Satan and all the wicked spirits, who wander 

through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 

Collection Thank you for your donations of £823.29 last 

weekend. You gave £695.55 the previous weekend. 
 

Safeguarding If you have any Safeguarding concerns 

please contact Judy Stringer on 07887 692699. 
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