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VANITY WORKING ON A
WEAK HEAD, PRODUCES
EVERY SORT OF
MISCHIEF — JANE AUSTEN
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GAL GADOT’S WONDER WOMAN 1984 FALTERS AT INT’L BOX OFFICE:
EARNS JUST $38.5M IN FIRST WEEK AFTER RELEASE IN 39 COUNTRIES

Shaken by new virus strain,
world shuts the door on UK
Nations’ Travel Ban Comes As 2 Cases Of New Strain Detected In Australia
Bloomberg

A

STAY HOME AND STAY CALM: The new variant and curbs in Britain
compound the chaos as the nation prepares to finally part ways with
the EU, possibly without a trade deal, at 2300 GMT on December 31

Kids too vulnerable to new strain: Experts

A

new variant of the coronavirus spreading rapidly in Britain carries
mutations that could mean children are as susceptible to becoming infected with it as adults — unlike previous strains, scientists said
on Monday. Briefing reporters on the latest findings, scientists from
the government’s New and Emerging Respiratory Virus Threats Advisory Group (NERVTAG) who are tracking the variant said it had swiftly
become the dominant strain in the south of Britain, and could soon do
the same across the country. “There is a hint that it has a higher propensity to infect children,” said Neil Ferguson, a professor and infectious disease epidemiologist at Imperial College London and also a
member of NERVTAG. “We haven’t established any sort of causality
on that, but we can see it in the data,” Ferguson said. “We will need to
gather more data to see how it behaves going forward.” Wendy Barclay, another NERVTAG professor and a specialist in virology at Imperial, said that among the mutations in the new variant are changes
to the way it enters human cells, which may mean “that children are,
perhaps, equally susceptible to this virus as adults”. REUTERS

said. US assistant health secretary Brett Giroir said nothing
had yet been decided.
The new variant, which scientists said was 40%-70% more transmissible, is rapidly become the dominant strain in
parts of southern England, including London. Cases of the
new strain have also been in de-

tected in some other countries,
including Denmark, Italy and
the Netherlands. Australia said two people who travelled from the UK to New South Wales,
its most populous state, were
found to be carrying the mutated virus. It axed dozens of domestic flights while New South
Wales locked down more than

250,000 people. “2020 is not done
with us yet,” PM Scott Morrison said. Some scientists said
the prevalence discovered in
Britain might be down to detection. “Britain is simply the country which finds these mutations the most because they are
looking for them more,” virologist Marc Van Ranst said.
EU officials met via video to
coordinate their response to
the new strain of the virus. The
bloc is on course to start vaccinations within a week after its
medicines regulator approved
the use of a shot from Pfizer
and BioNTech on Monday.
France shut its border to arrivals of people and trucks
from Britain, closing off one of
the most important trade arteries with mainland Europe. As
families and truck drivers tried to navigate the travel bans to
get back home in time for
Christmas, British supermarket chain Sainsbury’s said shortages would start to appear
within days if transport ties
were not quickly restored.
The new variant in Britain
compounds the chaos as the nation prepares to finally part ways with the EU, possibly without a trade deal, at 2300 GMT on
December 31. The global alarm
was reflected in financial markets. European shares slumped, with travel and leisure stocks bearing the brunt of the
pain. The pound tumbled 2.5%
against the dollar, and was on
course for its biggest one-day
drop since March. Britain’s tabloids bemoaned the crisis. “Sick
Man of Europe”, Daily Mirror
said on its front page. REUTERS

EU regulator OKs
use of Pfizer vax,
inoculation to
start from Dec 27

E

urope’s medicines regulator on Monday approved
the use of the Covid-19 vaccine developed by US company
Pfizer and its German partner
BioNTech. European Union countries, including Germany,
France, Austria and Italy, have
said they plan to start vaccinations from December 27 as Europe tries to catch up with the
US and Britain. Having gained
the green light from the European Medicines Agency, the final step is approval by the European Commission, which is
expected later on Monday. EMA
executive director Emer Cooke
said it would still take a long time to inoculate the 450 million
people of the 27 EU countries.
The EU has ordered 200 million doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech shot, enough to vaccinate 100 million people, paying
15.50 euros per dose. REUTERS

Another virus strain
found in S Africa,
causing rise in cases

S

outh Africa has announced
that a new variant of the coronavirus is driving the country’s current resurgence of the
disease, which is seeing higher
numbers of cases, hospitalisations and deaths. The variant,
known as 501.V2, is different from the one in Britain and appears to be more infectious than
the original virus. “It is still very
early but at this stage, the preliminary data suggests the virus that is now dominating in the
second wave is spreading faster than the first wave,” Salim
Abdool Karim, chairman of the
government’s ministerial
advisory committee, said. AP

Americans rage about meagre stimulus payment
Chidanand.Rajghatta
@timesgroup.com

Washington: Partial relief
laced with considerable anger coursed through the US
on Monday after its lawmakers agreed on a $900 billion
stimulus package that would,
among other steps, put $600 in
the pocket by January of
Americans earning less than
$75,000. The modest succour
came amid fears of aggravated Covid-19 resurgence from
a new strain of coronavirus
detected in Britain.
Hashtags such as #LetThemEatCake and $600IsNotEnough scorched social media

as US lawmakers reached a deal that dismayed workaday
Americans needing and expecting more. Angry workers
berated both Republican and
Democrat lawmakers for the
measly payout, taunting them
about their expensive lifestyle
and comparing the stimulus
with more generous ones in
other developed countries.
“Think of all the cake we
can eat with $600,” one tweet
sneered, while others called
the package “pathetic” and
“unconscionable” given that
it is only 50% of the $1,200 stimulus cheque offered in the
first round several months
ago. Lawmakers pledged mo-

re help is on the way. But given the fractious politics that
resulted in partisan wrangling which took nine months
to resolve, there is scepticism
about the promise.
Analysts said the aid
package, which will include a
federal weekly unemployment check of $300 for 11 weeks in addition to the one time
$600 payment, comes too late
to save many families and businesses that have gone under. The package will also
bring a new round of subsidies for hard-hit businesses and
money for schools, health care providers and renters facing eviction, but it may be

too little too late.
Besides fury over the delay in relief, there is anger at
lawmakers sneaking in a tax
break for corporate meal expenses — dubbed the “threemartini lunch” — in the guise
of helping the restaurant business, even as benefits for
workers have been halved.
The anger over the slow
and tardy pace of pandemic relief came amid the more rapid
rollout of vaccines, although
there is concern even there
about its efficacy given news of
amutant strain emerging from
Britain. Vivek Murthy, US President-elect Joe Biden’s pick
for surgeon general, said there

is no evidence to suggest that
the variant reported in the UK
is any deadlier than the original one, and no reason to believe that the coronavirus vaccines that have already been developed would not be effective
against the new strain as well.
Meanwhile in US, healthcare workers and residents
and staff of long-term care facilities are getting the first Covid-19 shots as the pace of vaccination picks up. A federal panel said on Sunday that grocery store employees, teachers,
emergency workers and other
people on the front lines should be next to get the vaccine,
along with adults 75 and older.

Pak govt gives
nod for temple
construction

Oli rejects party
censure, justifies
House dissolution
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

T

he Nepal crisis intensified on Monday with
PM K P Sharma Oli rejecting his censure by his party and taking to airwaves to
explain his decision to dissolve parliament and call for
fresh elections a year and a
half in advance. The developments indicate that the Nepal
Communist Party may formally split soon as Oli said,
“The elected government was pushed to a
corner and picketed
against and was not allowed to work so I decided
to dissolve the House.”
The main opposition Nepali Congress
in a meeting with the Prachanda faction of NCP and
Janata Samajbadi Party also decided to intensify opposition to Oli’s Sunday move,
describing it as an “assault”
on democracy. Pushpa Kamal Dahal “Prachanda” has
been leading the opposition
to Oli within NCP.
In a speech where he also
dwelt on his achievements,
Oli highlighted the “boundary issues” with India and
a “trade treaty” with China,
signalling the very different

Yudhvir.Rana @timesgroup.com

relationships with the two
neighbours. “We have initiated talks to resolve the boundary issues and attempts
are under way to implement
the trade and transit deal
with China,” he said.
Defending his decision,
Oli said, “Against the people’s mandate and their
will, national politics was
dragged into an endless and
goalless direction by creating controversy, making
Parliament meaningless as the
elected
government could not receive its support.”
“Though
the
move to dissolve the
House is seen as a
sudden step, the situation
was created by some leaders
of Nepal Communist Party
for long due to their non- cooperation with my government and their opposition.”
“When the prime minister of the majority government was not allowed to work, I
did not want to indulge in unfair practices behind closed
doors and reach a compromise with them,” said Oli. “Giving a chance to the people
for a fresh mandate is the best democratic alternative.”
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Imran on new
pitch, but cricket
terms drive Pak’s
political game

Getty Images/File

slew of countries closed
their borders to Britain
on Monday over fears of
a highly infectious new coronavirus strain, heightening
global panic, causing travel
chaos and raising the prospect
of UK food shortages days before the Brexit cliff edge.
India, Pakistan, Poland,
Spain, Switzerland, Sweden,
Russia, Jordan and Hong Kong
suspended travel for Britons after PM Boris Johnson warned
a mutated variant of the virus,
up to 70% more transmissible,
had been identified in the country. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
Oman closed their borders completely. Several other nations
blocked travel from Britain over the weekend, including France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria, Ireland, Belgium and Canada — although
experts said the strain may already be circulating in countries with less advanced detection methods than the UK. The
discovery of the new strain
came just months before vaccines are expected to be widely
available, sowed fresh panic in
a pandemic that has killed
about 1.7 million people worldwide and over 67,000 in Britain.
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo urged the US government to take steps to prevent the new strain entering
the country, which has been
worst hit by Covid-19 with almost 3,18,000 deaths. “It’s high time the federal government
takes swift action, because today that variant is getting on a
plane and landing in JFK, and
all it takes is one person,” he

ARIANA GRANDE GETS ENGAGED TO HER REAL ESTATE AGENT BF
DALTON GOMEZ, POSTS PHOTOS OF HER RING ON INSTAGRAM

W

ith cricketer-turned-politician Imran Khan ensconced as the PM of Pakistan,
the use of cricketing terminology in politics has become the
norm across the country. Words
and phrases like “third umpire,
captain, wicket, bowled out, sixer, and match-fixing” are now
part and parcel of the political
lexicon. “Third umpire”, a reference to the military establishment or army chief, has become a sensitive term and is
often censored on the airwaves.
Just as the decision of the third
umpire is final on the cricket field, so is the decision of the ‘third
umpire’ in Pakistan’s politics —
final and binding! Former PM
Nawaz Sharif has frequently
used the ‘third umpire’ analogy
in his recent speeches at the
Pakistan Democratic Movement

READY TO BOWL OUT OPPN?
rallies. He blamed the ‘third umpire’ for his ouster from office.
In response, Khan mocked Sharif by saying he was playing cricket in Lahore with the help of
his own ‘umpires’, referring to
his virtual address at a recent
rally. On Sunday, the spokesperson of the Punjab government,
Firdous Ashiq Awan, said the
government had played half of
its innings and now it was going
to play “powerful political shots” in the next half. PPP’s Asif
Ali Zardari and his son Bilawal
also punctuate their speeches
with analogies drawn from
cricket. Omer Farooq Khan TNN

T

he Pakistan government
has finally permitted the
construction of a Krishna temple in Islamabad after
its state-run Council of Islamic
Ideology (CII) ruled that Islamic laws allowed minorities to
have their own religious place.
CII had earlier issued a ‘fatwa’
against the construction of any
new Hindu temple in Pakistan.
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf ’s
Hindu member of National Assembly Lal Chand Malhi, who
headed the temple construction drive, told TOI that the Capital Development Authority
(CDA), Islamabad, on Monday
gave permission to the Islamabad Hindu Panchayat (IHP) to
construct the boundary wall
around the temple, a community centre and cremation ground for the Hindu community
in Islamabad. According to reports, as many as 3,000 Hindu
families live in Islamabad and
its surroundings who didn’t
have sufficient facilities for
performing religious as well as
last rites of their dead ones.
The CDA had in 2017 allotted
a20,000sqft plot to IHP and three
years later on June 23, 2020, the
groundbreaking ceremony of
the Krishna temple was held.

I pranked Russian
agent, learned of
underwear murder
plot: Alexei Navalny

K

remlin critic Alexei Navalny
said on Monday he had tricked a Russian secret agent into
disclosing details of the botched
plot to kill him and had been told
that poison had been placed in
his underpants. Navalny was airlifted to Germany in August after
collapsing on a plane in Russia.
Germany has said he was poisoned with a Soviet-style Novichok
nerve agent. Navalny declared
the case solved earlier this month when an inquiry said it had identified a team of assassins from
Russia’s FSB security service. In a
video published on his website
on Monday, Navalny said he had
phoned up some of his alleged
poisoners’ and posed as an aide
to the secretary of Russia’s
Security Council. One of the men
spoke to him. In the video,
Navalny can be heard asking a
voice on the phone. “Why did nothing work out?” “Well, I’ve asked
myself this question more than
once,” the voice responds. When
asked why Navalny survived, the
voice says probably becausehe
was treated quickly. REUTERS

