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info@thejewishcenter.org 
(office) 

Telephone
609.921.0100 x 200

Fax 
609.921.7531 

School telephone
609.921.7207

MARCH/APRIL 2022 ZOOM LINKS
(Please make sure to have the latest version of Zoom.)

Erev Shabbat Services – 6:30 PM
March 4, 11, 18, 25
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948378541
Meeting ID: 889 4837 8541
Dial by your location +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

Shabbat Morning Services – 9:30 AM
March 5, 12, 19, 26
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87096925962
Meeting ID: 870 9692 5962
Dial by your location +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

Sunday Morning Minyan – 9:00 AM
March 6, 13, 20, 27
April 3, 10, 17, 24
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81834974325
Meeting ID: 818 3497 4325
Dial by your location+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

Wednesday Morning Minyan– 7:00 AM
March 2, 9, 16, 23
Apr 6, 13, 20, 27
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84588946125
Meeting ID: 845 8894 6125
Dial by your location  +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

Live Stream our services: 
www.thejewishcenter.org.  
Click on the button (shown right).
If we are live, just click the play button.  
Cameras go live 10-15 minutes before 
services begin. 
www.livestream.com/tjc

@thejewishcenterprinceton

@thejewishcenterofprinceton

@TheJewishCenter

The Jewish Center Princeton
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MESSAGE from
the Rabbi
Rabbi Andrea Merow
609.921.0100 ext. 203
RAM@thejewishcenter.org

Dear Friends, 

Purim is up there among my most beloved holidays. It is the 
holiday where we are encouraged to let lose a bit, relax, and 
celebrate that our People have survived and thrived. These last 
two years have been challenging for so many; in addition to the 
paralyzing pandemic, as a Jewish community we have witnessed 
an increase in anti-Semitic speech and action. This is the holiday 
where we celebrate the triumph over those who wish to destroy 
us. This is the holiday to come to TJC and to be together in joy.

Whether one believes that the story of Purim was a historical 
event or an important fable, it is certainly a crucial mythic 
narrative of our people. The comedian’s version of this religious 
story is sometimes told as: “They tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat.”  
The real story is not so far off: There is an enemy, a descendant of 
the problematic Nation of Amalek, who has proximity to power 
and uses this to plot to destroy our People. Then Mordecai and 
Esther, who is a bit removed from her Jewish identity at first, find 
themselves able to save their People. Purim is sometimes seen as 
a holiday for kids, but it is far from only a kids festive time. On 
Purim even adults put on masks and costumes to allow ourselves 
the safety of a disguise so that we can unmask what might be 
hidden within our own selves. On Purim adults can leave behind 
anxiety about the future of the Jewish People and celebrate who 
and where we are. This holiday celebrates the power of a few 
standing up to evil and the resilience of the Jewish people.

Purim has four distinct mizvot  (Jewish actions) associated with 
it. Each of the four mizvot of Purim speak to ways for us to live as 
Jews in the world. They include:

-Kirat HaMegillah (Hearing the Megillah)– It is a mitzvah to 
hear the entire book of Esther on Purim in the evening and in the 
morning.  This mitzvah allows us to demonstrate the importance 
of learning; of learning our history, chanting our sacred texts, 
and looking to our sacred texts for new insights each year. We are 
the people of the Book. Come to TJC on March 16 to hear the 
Megillah.

-Matanot l’Evyonim – (Gifts to the Poor) We are commanded 
to give gifts to the poor on Purim. This reminds us that when we 
have material wealth of any kind it is our obligation to share it 
with others. In fact, Proverbs 22 would say that we are stealing 
from the poor if we do not give them the t’zedakah that is due to 
them. The mitzvah is to give on the day of Purim itself. 

-Mishloach Manot – (Gifts to friends) It is a mitzvah to give 
gifts of food or other items to our friends. This reminds us of the 
sacred nature of community and of how interdependent we are. 
We need friends or family to live Judaism.

-Seudat Purim  (Festive Purim meal)– it is a mitzvah to have 
a festive meal on Purim day. O.K. – each one of our holidays 
involves festive meals, even on fast days we start and end our fasts 
together. On this holiday we have a festive meal, usually in the 
afternoon of Purim.  

I have been here now for about seven months, and I would really 
love to see our TJC community in person and to celebrate. Below 
are opportunities to be together in person, inside, outside, and 
online. 

This Purim come out to TJC and celebrate with us! Come in 
Costume or come as you are! Decorate your mask! Come to any of 
our offerings or all! (Really, it is OK to just come for the Reading 
of the Megillah, or just for the parties!) Bring your friends.

• 5:30 pm – Program for ages 2nd grade and below, with families. 
(Hopefully outside)

• 6:00 pm – Purim Pizza in the Plaza! (outside)

• 6:15 pm – Speedy Evening Service – Beit Midrash

• 6:30 pm Purim Nite! – in the TJC Sanctuary / Social Hall 
Costume Parade for youngest kids 
Megillah Chapter 1 
Costume Parade for Elementary kids 
Megillah Chapter 2 
Costume parade for teens & adults 
Chapter 3 to 10, with ShTikToks! 
Purim crafts for kids 4th and below, after chapter 3.

Immediately Following Megillah Reading- @ 8:00 pm 

PURIM PUB – Celebrate! Eat, Drink, Dance! At TJC

After Party with me, at the Ivy Inn – Come for a drink under the 
tent with me!

Sunday March 20 – Purim Carnival – 11:00 am to 2:30 pm – We 
need adult helpers.

Rabbi Andrea Merow



5

MESSAGE from 
the Cantor
Cantor Jeff Warschauer 
609.921.0100 ext. 213
Cantorjeff@thejewishcenter.org

Dear TJC friends, 

This year, the holiday of Purim falls during Women’s 
History Month. So it got me thinking about a Purim story 
by an amazing woman, whose contributions are sometimes 
overshadowed by her very famous husband.

Bella Rosenfeld Chagall (1895-
1944) was born into an educated 
and economically successful 
Hasidic family in Vitebsk, Russia. 
Although Marc Chagall was also 
born in Vitebsk, they grew up 
in vastly different social circles 
and didn’t actually meet until 
they both happened to be visiting 
friends in St. Petersburg in 1909. 
They quickly fell in love and 
became engaged, although her 
parents were not happy about 
the match. They married in 1915, 
had a daughter the following year 
and moved to France in 1922. 
Chagall’s beloved Bella was the 
subject of many of his paintings, 
and their deep love for each other 
has been captured forever on 
his canvases. Bella was also the 
translator and editor of Marc 
Chagall’s autobiography (from 
Russian to French). But Bella was a prodigious talent in 
her own right, and after visits to Jewish communities in 
Palestine (1931) and Vilna (1935), she was filled with her 
own creative impulse. 

From Bella Chagall’s extraordinary book, Brenendike likht 
(Burning Lights), written in Yiddish, and later translated 
into English by Norbert Guterman. The book includes 36 
drawings by Marc Chagall: 

“It is an odd thing: a desire comes to me to write, and to 
write in my faltering mother tongue [Yiddish], which, as 
it happens, I have not spoken since I left the home of my 
parents. 

Far as my childhood years have receded from me, I now 

suddenly find them coming back to me, closer and closer 
to me, so near, they could be breathing into my mouth.” 

Using rich, descriptive language, Bella recounts stories and 
memories from her childhood, and shares these stories in 
her own voice and perspective, as the child she once was. 

One of my favorite stories 
revolves around the holiday of 
Purim, and is about the band of 
players who would travel from 
house to house playing music 
and performing Purim shpiln. In 
this excerpt, the Purim players 
and musicians have descended 
upon little Bella’s house: 

“A glass of brandy is poured 
for each. Each swallows it in 
one gulp, almost with the glass. 
Something like a fire bursts out 
in them. They revel, they dance. 
Eyes sparkle, the drum booms, 
the pipes whistle, the cymbals 
clash, the feet stamp, the bells 
tinkle, tinkle. They call, they tug, 
they pull all of us away. My head 
swims. I rush toward them, and 
all of of a sudden—what’s that? 

The bells sound less and less, they are quieter and quieter—
farther and farther away, as if I myself were far from them. 
I turn around. The Purim players are not there—they have 
all thronged out through the door. All the sounds run after 
them—now one, now another. They trickle away. 

Where are the Purim players? They seem to have vanished, 
as though they had never been. In our house it is silent, 
much more silent than before.” 

Deborah and I wish you all a bright and happy Purim, 
filled with joyous memories, old and new.

Cantor Jeff
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MESSAGE from 
the President
Alexandra Bar-Cohen
president@thejewishcenter.org

When Barak and I lived in Israel it was easy for 
Shabbat to feel special because on Friday afternoon 
things…just…stopped. If we didn’t get to the cleaners 
to pick up our shirts or the shuk to buy pomellot 
(pomellos) or to the kiosk on the corner of Dizengoff 
to buy our usual bunch of kalaniot (anemones) and 
garanim (sunflower seeds), we just had to do without. 

Friday mornings we would speed through these 
errands so we could get to Ali Caravan in Jaffo. Ali 
Caravan is all over Tel Aviv now, but back then it was 
a small hummus joint where they made one exquisite 
vat of hummus in the wee hours of the morning and 
doled it out, ladle by ladle, down to the last schmear, 
at which time they closed up shop - invariably far 
too early to satisfy the mobs of people trying to grab 
a bowl before Shabbat. We rarely arrived in time to 
score one of the three small, wobbly tables inside so 
we were regulars out on the curb, balancing plates of 
just-baked pita (ribbons of steam rising as we ripped 
off a piece) with bowls of masabacha on our laps. 
The next day we would sleep in, have friends over to 
sit on the balcony in our apartment on Rehov Haim 
V’Elisha (between Sheinken and HaBimah), drink 
cafe hafuch and crack seeds between our teeth before 
wandering down Bogarashov and out to the beach or 
throwing on our hiking boots and hitting the road to 
the Negev or the Galil.

It was a tempo of life we sadly did not bring back with 
us to the US.

Once we were stateside in grad school, then in 
Princeton with kids, weekends were often filled with 
errands, exercise classes and chauffeuring to and from 
birthday parties, basketball games and swim meets. 
We worked in “work” whenever it worked, and it 
sometimes spilled over into Shabbat. Even when we 
found time to be at services in the morning, Shabbat 
didn’t often have the same sacred pause feel as it did 
when the whole city of Tel Aviv stopped with us.

One of the gifts of being President of The Jewish 
Center is that I’ve rediscovered my Shabbat “sacred 
pause,” Though it might not have been my practice 

before, I now fiercely guard my rest, avoiding work 
from Friday afternoon until at least Motzei Shabbat. I 
don’t check my TJC email, but even so I have noticed 
that for the most part TJCers refrain from contacting 
me on non-emergency TJC business* until after 
Shabbat is over, for which I am grateful.

It takes Gevurah for me to overcome my inclination 
to keep going nonstop. According to the traditional 
spiritual practice of Mussar, Gevurah is strength but 
also as strength as in judgment and restraint, the 
ability to draw lines, like encircling Shabbat as a time 
of rest.

“Like a city broken down and without a wall, so is the 
person whose spirit is without restraint” - Proverbs / 
Mishlei 25:28. 

Shabbat exists for all of us, including those we most 
rely on at The Jewish Center. However you define it, 
I hope that your Shabbat is meaningful and special, 
especially since I am pretty certain you won’t be 
enjoying hummus that tastes ANYWHERE as good as 
you can get at Ali Caravan!

Alexandra

*Certainly there are reasons to contact me or our staff and clergy 
during the 25 hours of Shabbat. Should you have an emergency 
situation please call the TJC main line and you will be prompted 
to leave a voice message that will be translated into an emergency 
text so that we can assist you in your time of need. 
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It has now been over a month since the shocking details 
emerged from Colleyville, TX.

We were all stuck on our phones and TVs praying for a 
good outcome, and we certainly got one.  As someone 
who has worked in the Jewish community, before, during 
and after 9/11, security is always something that hits close 
to home.  More than our wonderful congregants coming 
in at various points, we, the staff, work in our buildings 
every day.  Who is that person knocking or ringing the 
bell?  Is that really our Amazon delivery person or is that 
someone new?  Who are these vendors that come in to fix 
plumbing, air conditioning and doing pest control? And 
of course, all are wearing masks making it even harder to 
identify someone.  It’s a constant level of fear that we have 
working in a synagogue daily.  All the more heightened 
when another incident takes place.

So, the question once again comes up: What is enough 
security?  We have a wonderful partnership with our 
security company K Street who provide regular guards on 
our premises when we have kids on campus and during 
services.  Is one guard enough?  Many will tell you that 
someone who wants to cause trouble, will take the guard 
with the gun out first.  Should they be armed or unarmed?  
We can debate all day.  We even increased our security in 
response to Texas.  

We have access control systems on our doors so nobody 
can freely walk in.  It’s limited to our staff and some 
others who come by on a regular basis.  Should we re-do 
our entrance pushing it out further into the courtyard?  
Making a bigger barrier for someone to come right in?  

We have a great relationship with our local police 
department.  When I called them during the Texas 

situation, they provided a car in our parking lot for a few 
days.  They are wonderful partners with us and am proud 
that we have a good relationship with them.

But what more should, or can, we do?  When does it cross 
the fine line between being open and welcoming and a 
fortress?

The good news is that we have a wonderful security 
committee who are looking into more ways to help 
secure our campus.  Our relationship extends beyond the 
Princeton police to our friends at Homeland Security, 
other local synagogues and national networks who are 
working hard to keep up safe.  We are going to offer more 
training courses, so everyone is security aware when on 
our campus and in your neighborhoods.

We ALL need to remain vigilant in providing security.  
Not just for our TJC, but anywhere you go. If you see 
something, will you say something?

We will continue to upgrade our security, whether you are 
aware of it or not, to continue to make TJC a safe place 
of our members, students, staff, teachers and anyone who 
walks in the building.  But we definitely can’t do it alone.  
Please help be our eyes and ears out there.  There is never 
such a thing as too much information or too many emails.

Once again, our Jewish community was attacked and 
thankfully, it ended well.  But, “When will it happen 
next?” and “What is enough security?” are questions that 
keep me up every night.

Joel

MESSAGE from the 
Executive Director
Joel Berger
609.921.0100 ext. 205  
jberger@thejewishcenter.org

What Is Enough Security?

Welcome To Our Newest Member
Roberta Orton
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MESSAGE from the 
Director of Congregational Learning
Sharon Diamondstein  
609.921.0100 ext. 220  
sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

Friends,

Purim is almost here!  That time of year with Hamantaschen, 
gifts of food, gifts to the poor, and hearing a story of how the Jews 
triumphed over the evil people that were rising up against us.  So 
yes, once again, they tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat, drink and be 
merry to our heart’s content!

One of the things I love about Purim is that there is no mention 
of G!d’s name in the story.  It’s as if the players are puppets on a 
string, and G!d is pulling the strings…it’s as if everything worked 
out the way it was supposed to, because G!d made it happen 
that way.  This has often begged the question in my mind about 
whether we are truly in charge of our own destiny, or whether 
everything that is supposed to happen is predetermined.  
In fact, one could argue that so much of life is being at the right 
place at the right time.  I often wonder how my life would be 
different if I had changed only one decision I’d made in the past.  
If the congressional candidate I worked for in the summer of 
2000 hadn’t lost in the primary (by a very small margin), would 
I have stayed in politics? If, in my first year teaching in a public 
school setting,  I hadn’t signed my name to a letter written by 
Jewish teachers regarding making Yom Kippur a school day for 
which staff would have to take off, would I still be teaching in 
that district?  The list of questions goes on and on. Did we get 
ourselves to where we are supposed to be?  Or is it really the 
hidden hand of G!d that puts us there?

Honestly?  I don’t know.  This morning I was on Instagram and 
saw something that said something along the lines of, “Where we 
are is up to The Divine. Who we are is up to us.” Does this mean 
that we become who we are based on our circumstances with 
which G!d presents us? And how do we do that?  

Esther showed her character based on where she was placed: the 
King’s Palace.  Mordechai showed his character based on where 
he was placed: In front of the palace gates, listening to two guards 
plotting to overthrow the King.  We may not know why we are 
where we are at any given time, but we always have choices.  We 
can certainly stand up for our beliefs and  do the proverbial right 
thing, or we can choose to let those opportunities to act and be 
heard pass us by because we are afraid and so we choose to do 
nothing. 

Perhaps the great Purim miracle IS the hidden hand of G!d.  
Perhaps, even, the great miracle of LIFE is the hidden hand of 
G!d.  We are often faced with situations where we won’t know the 
chain reaction outcome of our choices, and yet we make decisions.  
Sometimes we make them with great thought, and sometimes we 
don’t have the luxury of the time to think things through.  Esther 
took that time.  She fasted for three days, grounded herself in her 
relationship with the Divine, and remembered what Mordechai 
told her: “Perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such 
a crisis.” 

As we embark on the season, I invite you to think about the 
players in the Megillah.  Regardless of your circumstances, we 
can always show who we are.  Let us stand up for what we believe 
in - even when it is difficult, just like Esther and Mordechai.  Let 
us be open to seeing those around us as they really are, just like 
Achashverosh.  Let us have the courage to say no like Vashti.  Let 
us work to be our best selves - our true selves - and know that no 
matter where we are, we do have choices.

Let us choose wisely.  Our circumstances do not define us, rather 
it is our actions.  

L’Shalom,

Sharon

Shabbat 
Katan

This spirited service is 
designed for preschool-aged 
children and their families. 
Led by  music teacher Susan 
Sacks and parents, this in-
teractive Shabbat experience 
includes stories, prayers, 
songs, and a brief Torah 
reading. Ages: K and below.

Open to the community!

March 12
11:00 am

Questions?  Call Sharon Diamondstein at 
(609) 921-7207 
or email her at

SDiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

For Kids K and below!  Bring your 
friends!  All are welcome!



9

Questions? Contact Sharon Diamondstein  
609.921.0100 ext. 220  sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

MARCH
4, 11, 18, 25

9:30 am

✡
Saturday, March 5 & 19 at 4:00 p.m.

Anna Witkin
March 12, 2022
I am 7th grader at Princeton Middle School, my favorite subjects are science, STEM Robotics, 
and social studies. I would say a spoonfuI of accelerated math and coding is quite interesting to 
me as well, with my Dad’s help.  I also enjoy reading about ancient Jewish history, and am  happy 
to have had the opportunity to learn from my Parsha referring to the period of  Judges, the first 
Israelite’s Kings who fought Amalekites, building of the Tabernacle, and our First Temple, and 
history returning from Babylonian captivity and building the Second Temple.
Outside of the school, I attended Russian Sunday School for four years where I was able to read 
and write about Pushkin’s poems and fairy stories. Since I was nine years old, I have participated 
in competitive USA swimming in all strokes. I also spent several years playing tennis at Nassau 
Club during summer camps. 
I have been lucky studying Hebrew and Judaism with so many great teachers for five years, 
including Debbi Solomon - who give me the first lessons about structure of Shabbat Services 
and Chumash, Cantor Jeff whose jokes help me get proper tune in prayers and get confidence in 
Torah and Haftarah reading, and my teacher Gila whose patience helps me get to the final line at 
my most difficult time. Thank you to Rabbi Merow and Sharon Diamondstein, who are guiding 
me through my process of working and crafting my D’Var Torah.
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Mazal Tov...On Your Great News!
To Sara and Steven Just, who are thrilled to welcome granddaughter 
Ruth Ella Celeste to their family. She was born January 6, 2022 and is 
the daughter of Adrian Alvarez and Richard Just, and the little sister of 
Juliet.
To Honey Rosenberg on the birth of her great niece, Ann Langston, to 
parents Caitlyn and Lee in Washington, DC. Big sister Claire welcomes 
her arrival too!
To Linda and Michael Grenis on the birth of their grandson, Simon 
Asher Grenis
To Martha Friedman and Harold Heft, who are delighted to announce 
the engagement of their son, Eli Morris-Heft, to Sonia McCallum. They 
will wed under the chuppah this coming spring in New England.
To Martha Friedman, who is celebrating a special birthday on Tuesday, 
starting another decade.
To Barbara Litt on the Bar Mitzvah of Asher Litt.
To Samuel and Irene Goldfarb on their anniversary.
To Sam Goldfarb on his special birthday.
To Agnes Kaposi, one of the Hungarian Holocaust survivors who 
participated in an Adult Ed program at TJC last month. She was 
included on the New Year’s Honours List (UK) and was awarded the 
Member of the Order of the British Empire “in recognition of her 
recent, significant impact on and achievement in Holocaust education.”  
To Sam Daley-Harris, who had his op-ed titled “Addressing Democracy, 
Climate are New Year’s resolutions” published in the Orlando Sentinel on 
December 5th, 2021. He also did a podcast with Marianne Williamson 
discussing the difference between transactional advocacy and 
transformational advocacy.
To Dr. Joan Goldstein, Host/Producer of TV30’s “Back Story with Joan 
Goldstein.” With the help of Dr. Rob Goldston, Joan taped her TV show 
with N.J. State Senator Dr. Andrew Zwicker, exploring the current 
concerns about climate change. They also addressed the COVID crisis.  
To Brenda Cohen, who is delighted to announce the publication of her 
daughter’s new book: “Creating Community, The Jews of Springfield, 
Missouri,” by Mara W. Cohen Ioannides. One of several books in a 
series, this book adds to the growing study of small Jewish communities 
around the United States.

The Jewish Center is the place to be 
in Princeton and Mercer County!

Tell your friends and let’s grow 
our synagogue together.  

Contact the office for more 
information or email us at 
info@thejewishcenter.org

Email your news to us: mazaltov@thejewishcenter.org

To Members of three synagogues—The Jewish 
Center, Har Sinai Temple of Pennington, and 
Congregation Beth Chaim in West Windsor 
for organizing the very successful program 
“Affordable Housing in a Just World: Basics and 
Beyond,” Sunday, January 9, on Zoom. Close to 
100 people attended this program! A recording 
of this program and an earlier program by this 
group, “Affordable Housing in New Jersey: Lessons 
from Mount Laurel,” can be found on The Jewish 
Center’s YouTube channel.
To Judi Fleitman, Louise Sandburg, Alison 
Politziner and ALL the volunteers who helped 
out at our successful Diaper Drive Through. We 
have begun creating a diaper bank for the newly 
arrived Afghan families and will always need 
more. Bring by diapers, wipes and Visa gift cards 
anytime to our office if you are in the area. Kol 
Hakavod.
To Louise Sandburg and Peter Smith for the 
extraordinary work they are doing on behalf of 
the Afghan refugees.
To The Refugee Committee.
To Linda Meisel in appreciation of all that you 
do.
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NEW MEMBERS
SPOTLIGHT
AN INTERVIEW WITH
PAUL AND PHYLLIS LEHRER

                 Paul and Phyllis
Lehrer have lived in Kendall Park
for many years and joined TJC last
March during the height of the pandemic.

Paul is a psychologist who taught in the Department of
Psychiatry at Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School for
fifty years. He is now retired from that role and has a private
practice in the area and consults on research and clinical
projects around the world on the topics of biofeedback and
stress management. 

Phyllis was a piano professor at Westminster Choir College for
forty-eight years, and served as chair of the piano department for
seventeen. She has retired from the college, and now teaches
privately and through the Westminster Conservatory, in addition
to having an active concert career and speaking internationally
on piano pedagogy.

Given their connection to Rutgers, the Lehrers initially belonged
to Anshe Emeth in New Brunswick. As their children got older,
they wanted to be part of their local Jewish community so their
children would attend synagogue and public school with many
of the same children. With that in mind, they joined B’nai Tikvah
in North Brunswick. In more recent years, they belonged to the
Highland Park Minyan.

There are multiple factors that contributed to their decision to
join The Jewish Center. Though a significant reason is that their
daughter and son-in-law, Suzanne and Jonathan Lebouef, and
grandchildren, Sylvie and Alex, have belonged to The Jewish
Center for many years. They are grateful that there was lull in the
Pandemic this past December when Alex became a bar mitzvah,
and they were able to celebrate this milestone in-person with
friends and relatives at TJC.

The Lehrers also value being part of an organized Jewish
community and were  attracted to the high level of
programming offered at TJC. In addition to attending TJC’s
virtual programs, Paul was a featured speaker in December as
part of TJC’s Great Minds Salon. His topic was “Stress and How to
Manage It.” 

Paul and Phyllis attended the new member event during
Chanukah and have connected with their TJC new member
sponsors, Marsha and Elliot Freeman.
 
Along with expressing interest in getting involved with the TJC
Social Action committee, Paul and Phyllis are looking forward to
creating new relationships with other congregants and
becoming more actively involved in the TJC community
once the Pandemic subsides.

DO YOU WANT TO
HELP INTEGRATE

ONE OF OUR NEW
FAMILIES INTO

OUR COMMUNITY?
 

YOU CAN BECOME A NEW
MEMBER SPONSOR

TODAY!
 

CONTACT ETHAN WEG, AT
EWEG@THEJEWISHCENTER.ORG

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
BECOMING A NEW MEMBER

SPONSOR.

 TJC NEEDS
YOUR HELP!

W H Y  N O T  I N V I T E
Y O U R  F R I E N D S

A N D  N E I G H B O R S
T O  C O M E  A N D

C H E C K  O U T
W H A T  I S

H A P P E N I N G  A T
T H E  J E W I S H

C E N T E R ?
 

W E  H A V E  S O
M A N Y  G R E A T

P R O G R A M S  A N D
E V E N T S

H A P P E N I N G  I N
M A R C H ,  A N D  W E
W O U L D  L O V E  T O
S E E  S O M E  N E W

F A C E S !
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Though he’s reached professional 
heights most only dream of, Harold 
Shapiro says growing up, he lived 
an ordinary life. The son of two 
immigrants, Harold and his twin 
brother shared a bedroom while 
being raised in a middle-class 
family in Montreal, Canada. The 
two attended elementary school, 
managing through WWII and the 
depression, and spent every Saturday 
at synagogue, by their mother’s 
insistence.

But if you ask him, Harold will tell 
you he really began living when he 

met his wife, Vivian, during his first year of college. At just 15, she 
won him over on their first date when she shared her career and 
life plans and insisted he figure out his. 

“We were very young, Vivian and I, when we started having a 
serious relationship. And she changed my life. I was at McGill as 
a casual student. I was doing well but had no idea where I was 
going or what I was going to do,” shares Harold. “Until I met 
Vivian, who was even younger than me - who had much greater 
exposure to music and was already playing in the Montreal 
Junior Symphony - I have to say my world expanded in a big way 
through Vivian.”

Harold stayed at McGill while courting Vivian and they married 
in 1957, a year after his graduation. He then went to work with his 
brother at a restaurant his father co-owned. For four or five years 
they ran the restaurant, then sold it and in 1961 each went to 
graduate school in the U.S.

With his wife and children, Harold lived in Princeton for three 
years (they arrived with two in tow and then added a third), and 
they quickly became members of The Jewish Center. Though not 
religiously observant, belonging to a synagogue was an integral 
part of their lives. Upon receiving his PhD, they expected they’d 
move back to Montreal. Instead, a job as Assistant Professor 
in Economics brought the family to Michigan, where they’d 
have their fourth daughter and live for more than two decades. 
Through promotions as Professor of Economics and then Provost, 
he later became President of the University of Michigan and 
remained so for eight years. Then Princeton University invited 
him back.

From 1987-2001, Harold led Princeton University as its President 
while his family created a life here. Opting not to indulge in the 
official Presidential home, they bought a more modest house 
almost immediately and rejoined The Jewish Center. In 2001, 
Harold stepped down to become President Emeritus and has 
remained a Professor of Economics and Public Policy, still 
teaching to this day.

“I’ve really enjoyed every aspect of my professional career, as 
president or a faculty member,” Harold explains. “My favorite part 
about working at a university is the intellectual stimulation that’s 
constantly almost assaulting. But, if you’re open to it, you learn so 
much about other disciplines, other ways of caring about what’s 
important or not important.”

Beyond his family and job, one of the things 
that became important to Harold was working 
with American Jewish Committee (AJC). 

“I was in charge of a program that brought 
Israelis to the US and sent people from the US 
to Israel as one way of trying to improve understanding on both 
sides,” Harold details. He then went on to initiate a program of 
bringing college Presidents to Israel, hoping the trip would arm 
them with more knowledge to engage in Israeli issues on campus. 
“If they understood something about Israel, that might help them 
deal better.”

Harold was often taken aback by the lack of knowledge Israelis 
had about American Judaism and conversely, was overwhelmed to 
see many American college Presidents come away from a trip to 
Israel so deeply affected about the Holocaust and Jewish life.

Though it’s been several years since Harold has worked with 
AJC, Jewish life continues to be important to him. He is proud 
of the recent leadership efforts at The Jewish Center but says the 
pandemic has really been a strain.

“I’ve hardly been to the synagogue in a couple of years now. 
It’s been a hole in my life. When I go, I really enjoy it. It’s very 
important to me that I have the option of going and need to 
support the synagogue in order to have that option.”

For now, he’s continuing his work at PU, staying by Vivian’s side 
and enjoying the lives of his four daughters (one lives here in 
Princeton). He also relishes his 11 grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren (with 2 more great grandchildren expected this 
spring).

Synagogue Spotlight is a joint project by TJC members and 
journalists Lisa Jacknow and Michele Alperin. Each month they 
take turns writing about fellow congregants to help us learn more 
about one another. This article was written by Lisa, who lives in 
Princeton with her husband Bret and their two sons, Gabriel and 
Cooper. She is Founding Editor/Writer of the monthly online 
magazine PrincetonPerspectives.com. 

Synagogue Spotlight 



13

TJC March YouthTJC March Youth
ProgrammingProgramming

Intro to Talmud
with Rabbi Merow
Tuesdays 
7:00 p.m.
March 1, 8, 15, 22
info@thejewishcenter.org

TJC Keepsake Cookbook

Throughout the pandemic we’ve discovered 
the many amazing cooks we have in our 
TJC community.  We enjoyed the cooking 
demonstrations that allowed us to get to know 
more about each other and hope that we can build 
on that by sharing some of our favorite recipes 
that sustained and nourished us.  What better way 
to continue to learn more about each other than 
to share recipes that have special meaning for us?

To that end, we plan to compile a TJC keepsake 
cookbook and would love your contributions.  

We invite you to think about recipes that have 
special meaning for you, and that you would like 
to share with our community.  

Look for more details to follow very soon!

Warmly,   

Deborah Marinsky, Judy Margolin 
and Ellen Gordon
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We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support The Jewish Center by remembering and honoring friends 
and loved ones through their generous contributions:

GENERAL FUND                  
     from Jeff Sussman
     from the Estate of Gil Gordon
     from Beverly Rubman

In honor of
The Bat Mitzvah of Paula Kutin
     from Joe and Barbara Schwartz
The birth of Wilma Solomon and 
David Goldberg’s grandson, Benjamin 
Emmett Irwin
     from Dan Brent and  
     Sally Steinberg-Brent
Martha Friedman and Harold Heft on 
the engagement of Eli to Sonia
     from Marc and Marcie Citron
The Bat Mitzvah of Nava Brito
     from Iris Lupu

In memory of
Arthur Ballen
     from Howard and Marilyn Zagorin,  
     Judy and Mike Leopold, Barbara Litt,  
     Marc and Marcie Citron, Martha and  
     Marty Rossman, Jere Eisenstat
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Gregg Pressman, Rick and Polly 
     Strauss, David and Alison Politziner, 
     Susan and Mark Winter, Donna and      
     David Gabai, Carol and Bob Schwartz, 
     Sher and Jeanne Leiman, Barbara and 
     Joe Schwartz, Sue Graubert
Daniel Weisberger
     from Judy and Mike Leopold
Herbert Leopold
     from Judy and Mike Leopold
Adele Cheifetz
     from Ira and Linda Cheifetz
Joyce Kevelson
     from Judy and Mike Leopold
Marc Fedder
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman, Judy 
     Brill Levine, The Book Group – Janice, 
     Helaine, Mary Carol, Susan and Beverly, 
     Bobbi and Barry Freedman, Suzanne 
     Gespass and David Dobkin

Robert Pollard
     from Mark and Carol Pollard

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
     from Grant Besner
    from Martha Friedman and Harold Heft

In memory of
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Debbie Freedman, Judy and Mike 
     Leopold, Gary Hutcher, David and 
     Roslyn Vanderbilt
Janet Chermak and Frank Dottore
     from Susan Chermak

ADULT LIBRARY FUND
In memory of
Arthur Ballen
     from Dr. and Mrs. Julius Richter

ANNUAL FUND
In memory of
Jack D. Yarin
     from Maryann Yarin
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Gayle, Andy and Lilly Hutcher

ARTS & CULTURAL AFFAIRS
In honor of
The Bat Mitzvah of Paula Kutin
     from Amy Kassiola

In memory of
Marc Fedder
     from Sher and Jeanne Leiman
Robin Herman
     from Judy Brill Levine

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
In honor of
Cantor Jeff for his special words and 
singing at Gil’s funeral
     from Ellen Gordon
Cantor Jeff for his support of Paula 
Kutin’s Bat Mitzvah
     from Judy and Sandy Kutin

In memory of
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Mindy and Corey Langer
Joyce H. Kevelson, Chaya Freda, bat 
Natan v. Sarah
     from Hinda Winawer
Naomi Luzon
     from Sher and Jeanne Leiman
Hachutzah Exploratory Trail Fund 
     from Phoebe Dickler
     from Beckett Dickler

In honor of
The Bar-Cohen Family for their sup-
port during Paula Kutin’s Bat Mitzvah
     from Judy and Sandy Kutin
The Bat Mitzvah of Paula Kutin
     from Alexandra and Barak Bar-Cohen

IRVING N. RABINOWITZ 
CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW 
FUND
In memory of
My husband Irv who died way too 
young
     from Sandie Rabinowitz

THE JEWISH CENTER REFUGEE 
FUND
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs
     from Jeff Savlov and Monica Blum
     from Donna Rubin
     from Judy and Mike Leopold
     from Amy Becker-Mattes and Jeffrey 
Mattes
     from Verna Elaine Groo
     from Frank Von Hippel
     from Lisa and Larry Kramer

In honor of
Sara and Steven Just on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Ruth Ella Celeste
     from Linda and Art Meisel, Joan 
Levin
The Refugee Committee
     from Peter and Seva Kramer
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Louise Sandburg and Peter Smith for 
the extraordinary work they are doing 
on behalf of the Afghan refugees
     from Phyllis Teitelbaum and 
     Anthony Lunn
Linda Meisel in appreciation of all that 
you do
     from Jan Gurvitch

In memory of
Henrietta Reichlin
     from Martin and Rogie Rome
Merrye Shavel-Hudis
     from Stephen Hudis
Joyce Kevelson
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman and 
     Fred Edelman
Marie E. Kirstein
     from Philip Kirstein
Marc Fedder
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman and 
     Fred Edelman

LIFE AND LEGACY 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In honor of
The Bat Mitzvah of Paula Kutin
     from Linda and Art Meisel
Martha Friedman and Harold Heft on 
the engagement of Eli to Sonia
     from Linda and Art Meisel
Martha Friedman on her special 
birthday
     from Linda and Art Meisel

In memory of
Arthur Ballen
     from Linda and Art Meisel
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Linda and Art Meisel
Marc Fedder
     from Jan and Lois Safer
   
PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of
Arthur Ballen
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

RABBI ADAM FELDMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND
In honor of
Joel Berger for his support of Paula 
Kutin’s Bat Mitzvah
     from Judy and Sandy Kutin
The Bat Mitzvah of Paula Kutin
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman and 
     Fred Edelman

In memory of
Rabbi Adam Feldman
     from Douglas Shavel
Matthew Shavel
     from Douglas Shavel
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
     and Fred Edelman
Liliane Kapitanoff and 
Emanuel Kapitanoff
     from The Rutman Family

RABBI MEROW’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
     from Bill and Ruth Besser

In honor of
Rabbi Andrea Merow 
     from Ellen Gordon
Rabbi Andrea Merow and the naming 
of our granddaughter
     from Jane LeGrange
Rabbi Andrea Merow for her guid-
ance and support of Paula Kutin’s Bat 
Mitzvah
     from Judy and Sandy Kutin
Barbara Litt on the Bar Mitzvah of 
Asher Litt
     from Howard and Marilyn Zagorin

In memory of
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Mindy and Corey Langer, 
     Myra Weiner
Margaret Berger
     from Sher and Jeanne Leiman
Arthur Ballen
     from Sher and Jeanne Leiman
Miriam Tobey Weissman
     from Carol and Bob Schwartz

Beatrice Sinclair, Morris Bach and 
Nettie Bach
     from Bobbi and Barry Freedman

RABBI TUCKER LIFE CYCLE FUND
In memory of
Robin Herman
     from Linda and Michael Grenis

RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS FUND
In memory of
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In honor of
The Bar Mitzvah of Eric Diamondstein
     from Barak and Alexandra 
     Bar-Cohen
The hospitality of the Alperin-Sheriff 
family
     from Judy and Sandy Kutin
Gila Levin for her help with Paula 
Kutin’s Bat Mitzvah
     from Judy and Sandy Kutin
The Bat Mitzvah of Paula Kutin
     from Judy and Mike Leopold
Linda and Michael Grenis on the birth 
of their grandson, Simon Asher Grenis
     from Linda and Art Meisel

In memory of
Dusya Farberova
     from Linda and Art Meisel
Norma Kligman
     from Ricky Shechtel
Marc Fedder
     from Linda and Art Meisel

SHABBAT LUNCHEON FUND
In honor of
Evan Bernstein and Classical Caterers 
for Paula Kutin’s Bat Mitzvah
     from Judy and Sandy Kutin

In memory of
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Fran and Assaf Amir, Joan Levin, 
     Arleen and Bill Barisa
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SILVER CIRCLE 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of
Sam Goldfarb on his birthday and 
Sam and Irene Goldfarb on their 
anniversary
     from Ruth Koizim
Samuel and Irene Goldfarb on their 
anniversary
     from Joseph Straus and Sally Goldfarb
Sam and Irene Goldfarb on their 
anniversary
     from David Goldfarb

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In honor of
Sara and Steven Just on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Ruth Ella Celeste
     from Judy and Mike Leopold
Naomi Reich on her 100th birthday
     from Roslyn Dayan
The birth of our granddaughter, Ruth 
Ella Celeste
     from Sara and Steven Just

In memory of
Richard (Dick) Slavin
     from Daniel Brent and 
     Sally Steinberg-Brent

YOUTH AND FAMILY 
PROGRAMS FUND
In honor of
The Bat Mitzvah of Paula Kutin
     from Myra Weiner

March  Committee Meetings:
3/9  8:00 pm  House
3/10 7:00 pm  EC
3/15 8:00 pm 
  Green Team
3/17 7:00 pm  Board
3/24 7:30 pm  Finance
3/31 7:30 pm  School

Havurah Minyan 
will be meeting via 

Zoom on these days:
March 12 & March 26

at 10:00 a.m.

For more information, contact 
neillitt@outlook.com 

Talmud Study Group

Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m.

Available via Zoom

Meeting ID: 839 3103 7869
Passcode: 643177

In Memoriam:
We extend our deepest sympathy in 

remembering:

Richard (Dick) Slavin, father of Mindy (Corey) Langer
Dusya Farberova, grandmother of Liz (Sam) Nayden

Arthur Ballen, brother of Lois (Jan) Safer
Joyce H. Kevelson, sister of Hinda Winawer

Marc Fedder, brother of Sheryl (Richard) Feinstein
Robin Herman, sister of Summer (Andrew) Pramer
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Schedule
5:30 PM

Young children (K and Below) and families with Susan Sacks in Youth Lounge
6:00 PM

Purim Pizza in the Courtyard outside. Grab a Slice!
6:15 PM

Maariv (Evening) Service in the Beit Midrash
6:30 PM

1st Parade All children K and Under marching in costumes
6:40 PM

Megillah Reading Begins!
After Chapter 1, all students K-6 will parade in the sanctuary

After Chapter 2, all teens and adults will parade in the sanctuary
 

Chapter 3 – The Haman’s Begin!! Bring your groggers!
 

After each chapter, submitted ShtikTok’s will be shown on the big screen!
 

After Megillah reading is over, Join us for a 
Purim Pub

in the courtyard featuring:
 

Vodka and Vashti
Mocktails with Mordechai
Shushan Shirley Temples

Eat with Esther
 

Post Purim Pub Party at Ivy Inn in Princeton
248 Nassau St, Princeton, NJ 08542

Hosted by Rabbi Merow
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All communications are via 
email. If you are NOT on our 
email list, please email us at 
info@thejewishcenter.org

5:30 PM Programming Comm.
7:00 PM Intro to Talmud

12:15 PM Talmud Study Gr.
7:00 PM Torah on Tap

Rosh Chodesh Adar II

7:00 PM Climate Change

Rosh Chodesh Adar II

5:35 PM Candle Lighting
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat
Cantor Rosenbaum visit 

Pekudei

8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
4:00 PM Meditation Mincha
6:30 PM Havdalah

9:00 AM Religious School
1:30 PM  Zayin Adar
3:00 PM Word Mavens

7:00 PM Intro to Talmud 12:15 PM Talmud Study Gr.
7:30 PM Adult Ed: Reading the Bible       
                      Through a Woman’s Eyes
8:00 PM House Meeting

4:00 PM Homework & Hang
7:00 PM EC Meeting

5:43 PM Candle Lighting
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Vayikra
Parshat Zachor
 
8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
9:00 AM Bat Mitzvah of Anna Witkin
10:00 AM Havurah Minyan
11:00 AM Shabbat Katan
11:45 AM Nitzanim Board Games
6:52 PM Havdalah

Daylight Saving Time Ends

9:00 AM Religious School
12:00 PM The Jewish Community of 
                         Germany

7:00 PM Intro to Talmud
7:30 PM Book Club
8:00 PM      Green Team Meeting

Taanit Esther
Erev Purim

12:15 PM Talmud Study Gr.

Purim
Purim Celebration (p.17)

9:30 AM Nosh and Drosh
7:00 PM Board Meeting

Shushan Purim

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service
                     Cantor Silverberg Visit 
6:50 PM Candle Lighting

Tzav

8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
4:00 PM Meditation Mincha
7:59 PM Havdalah

9:00 AM Religious School
11:00 AM Purim Carnival

7:00 PM  Intro to Talmud 12:15 PM Talmud Study Gr.
8:00 PM House Meeting
8:15 PM Great Minds Salon

7:30 PM Spa for the Soul
7:30 PM Finance Meeting

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30 PM      Zamru Shabbat
6:58 PM Candle Lighting

Shmini
Shabbat Mevarchim
Parshat Parah

8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
10:00 AM Havurah Minyan
11:00  AM   3rd Grade Kabbalat Siddur
8:07 PM Havdalah
8:15 PM TJC Teens Iron Chef

9:00 AM Religious School
10:00 AM    Hagbah
12:00 PM Kadima Israeli Cooking Class

12:15 PM Talmud Study Gr.
7:30 PM Challenges in Translating the Bible

4:00 PM Homework & Hang
7:30 PM School Committee

          March 2022                                                               Adar i-Adar ii
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31



19

All communications are via 
email. If you are NOT on our 
email list, please email us at 
info@thejewishcenter.org
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Life &
Each One Reach One

“A Jew is asked to take a leap of action rather than a leap of faith.”
       Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel

Rabbi Heschel, born in Warsaw, immigrated to the U.S 
in 1940 and taught at the Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America as a professor of Jewish ethics and mys-
ticism. His legacy rests on his extensive writings on 
Jewish philosophy and spirituality, and his deep com-
mitment to the civil rights movement.

For the past eight years, the LIFE & LEGACY commit-
tee has asked you to take a leap of action by creating a 
gift to The Jewish Center in your estate plans.  Many of 
you heard our request, and we are proud to report that 
we recently added eight new Promises to bring our 
total to 75. Thank you!  

 Our L&L campaign began decades ago with the efforts 
of Irene Goldfarb and her conversations with fam-
ily and friends. The Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
brought the message to the national stage in 2013.  
Since its inception, we have  participated in LIFE & 
LEGACY under the guidance of The Jewish Commu-
nity Foundation of Greater Mercer. In the most recent 
campaign, Each One Reach One, our Promise makers 
gave their reasons for creating a legacy gift.  We’d like 
to share some of their thoughts with you.

When Debbie and Randy Brett moved into their home 
in Plainsboro thirty years ago, they knew not a sin-
gle soul. Through the warmth of neighbors who were 
congregants at TJC  and the creation of a Chavurah, 
the Bretts found themselves connected to a new family, 
a Jewish family of friends.

 

The Jewish Center is a cornerstone in the lives of Amy 
and Eran Zacks and their children. It is where they ed-
ucated their children, built friendships and maintained 
a connection to the community.  The Bretts and the 
Zacks created legacy gifts with the hope that the syna-
gogue will serve in the same way for future families.
For Evy Grossman, remembering the Holocaust is her 
motivating factor. While she understands that every 
Holocaust story is significant, the future of the Jewish 
community is even more important. For Evy, making a 
legacy gift is taking a step to protect that future.
Whatever your reasons are, we urge you to include The 
Jewish Center in your estate plans. This does not re-
quire any funds at the present time. What we ask is for 
a written commitment, a Promise.  It can be fulfilled in 
a variety of ways,  such as a bequest in a Will, a Donor- 
Advised  Fund administered by the Jewish Community 
Foundation, or designating TJC as a beneficiary of a 
portion of your IRA plans.

A Promise can be completed by downloading a bro-
chure from TJC website,   https://foundationjewish.
org/pdf/promisebrochure.pdf  or by completing an 
online Promise with the Jewish Community Founda-
tion, https://bit.ly/LifeandLegacyPromise.  We look 
forward to hearing from you and adding your name to 
our growing list.
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Tess and Stuart  Axelrod

Alexandra and Barak Bar-Cohen

Harold Borkan 

Daniel Brent and Sally Steinberg-Brent

Randy and Debbie Brett

Philip and JoAnn Carchman

Eve Coulson

Frances Zeitler-Edelman

Stephen(z’l) and Maxine(z’l) Farmer

Ruth Fath

Rabbi Adam Feldman(z’l) and Sara Bucholtz

Michael and Lori Feldstein

Joanne and Richard(z’l) Fishbane

Bernard and Judith Fleitman

Eliot and Marsha Freeman

Robert and Eileen Garber

David Goldfarb

Irene and Samuel Goldfarb

Dr. Michael and Mrs. Naomi Goldin

Alvin and Felice Gordon         

Gil(z’l) and Ellen Gordon

Evy and Leonard Grossman

Maxine Gurk

Herb and Carol Horowitz

Elisabeth Joseph(z’l)

Helaine Isaacs

Jonathon Kahn

Steven and Florence Kahn

Jerome(z’l) and Phyllis(z’l) Kurshan

Donna Laurie

Michael and Judy Leopold

Joan Levin

Alan Medvin and Harriet Kass

Linda and Arthur Meisel

Shayna Menaker(z’l)

Mark and Wendy Merkovitz

Irving Newman(z’l)

Nancy Osborn

David and Alison Politziner

Mark and Carol Pollard

Allen and Rhona Porter

Sandie Rabinowitz

Martin and Rogie Rome          

Amy Rubin

Jeffrey and Rona Sands

Lynn Joy Sapoff

Martin and Judith Schwartz

Dina Lewisohn Shaw

Rabbi David(z’l) and Ziona Silverman

Victor and Perrisue Silverstein

Hazel Sherwin Stix

Rick and Polly Strauss

Rita Swirsky

Alan and Robin Wallack

Matthew and Suki Wasserman

Myra Weiner

Neil Wise

Audrey Wisotsky

Eran and Amy Zacks

Anonymous (5)

 Todah Rabbah to all our Promise Makers
for taking a leap of action:

For more information, contact Eliot Freeman, bandzfreeman@aol.com 
or Evy Grossman, evgrossman@gmail.com
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Jeff Israel will reflect on the complicated 
intellectual and political questions that arise 
when teaching about anti-Semitism at a 
small liberal arts college.
 
Jeff Israel has a PhD in Religious Ethics from 
the University of Chicago Divinity School. As 
Associate Professor of Religion and Jewish 
Studies at Williams College, he teaches 
courses including “Anti-Semitism,” “Modern 
Jewish Political Theory,” “Jewish America,” 
“The Politics of Myth,” and “Religion, Play, 
and Fantasy.” He is the author of Living 
With Hate in American Politics and Religion 
(Columbia University Press, 2019).

Wednesday, March 23
8:15 p.m.

Associate Professor of Religion and 
Jewish Studies and Chair of the Reli-
gion Department at Williams College

Jeff Israel
Teaching about 

Anti-Semitism in a 
Liberal Arts Curriculum

8:15-9:15 p.m. Via Zoom
OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY! RSVP REQUESTED TO INFO@THEJEWISHCENTER.ORG
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INSTALLATION OF

Sunday,  May 1  at  11 :00 am

GALA CELEBRATION 
Saturday,  September  10,  2022 at  7 :00 pm

Please Join Us For The 
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Dear Friends,
 
After all we’ve gone through with Covid, JCW is pleased 
to bring some comedy and levity to our programs. If you 
missed out on the fabulous Pam Schuller, comedy disabil-
ity night, be sure not to miss the Word Mavens who will 
entertain you with their humorous, factfilled look at Jewish 
holidays, favorite foods and more. They will share funny 
stories and Yiddishisms they uncovered while writing their 
best-selling Dictionary of Jewish Words and their book of 

stories, The Whole Spiel: Funny essays about digital nud-
niks, seder selfies and chicken soup memories. 

Reservations will be taken until 3:00pm on Friday, March 
4th please see the information in this edition of the bulletin. 
Hope to “ see” you on the 6th!

Lauren and Claude

JCW jewish center women

Joyce Eisenberg & Ellen Scolnic are  

The Word Mavens 

two ladies who know the difference  
between a nudnik and a nosh 

 
The Word Mavens will entertain you with their humorous, 
fact-filled look at Jewish holidays, favorite foods and more. 
They will share funny stories, Yiddishisms, beloved traditions 
and little-known facts they uncovered while writing their 
best-selling Dictionary of Jewish Words and their book of 

stories, The Whole Spiel: Funny essays about digital nudniks, seder selfies and chicken soup memories. 

The Word Mavens will have you reminiscing about  
seders past, craving some rugelach and laughing out loud. 

Join JCW for a funny, fabulous program! 
Sunday, March 6 at 3:00 pm via Zoom  

 

Next Nosh & Drosh 
Meeting

March 17

Bible BaBoker is a diverse community and carries on the Jewish tradition of Torah study in an open and respectful atmosphere. 
We strive for discussions based on reading Torah, other Jewish texts, and additional relevant resources from ancient to modern 

sources. Participants with a variety of backgrounds and beliefs deepen our understanding of Judaism, share insights and opinions, 
extract and develop wisdom, and consider our purpose in life, ethical principles to live by, and ways to 

be better human beings.  Prior Torah knowledge or background is not necessary and new participants are always welcome. Study 
with us each week or whenever you can make it! We look forward to learning together.

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87570201257pwd=SncvMTMvNkJOQklGWWJrdDBFMlp2dz09 
To be added to the BBB mailing list or for questions, contact Michael Goldin at mmgold18@yahoo.com.

Bible BaBoker | Saturdays | 8:45 a.m. 
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As many of you may know, I’m a person of many hats. 
When I’m not wearing a fancy wool or straw number 
in my “usual” (aka pre-pandemic) seat on Shabbat, I’m 
sporting one of many Minnie-ear headbands on Zoom.
But most of the time my hats are more theoretical 
in nature: The Mom Hat, The Wife/Partner Hat, The 
Work Hat, The Crazy Cat-Lady Hat—you get the idea. 
The roles I play run the gamut from stuff I have to do 
to stuff I want to do to stuff I love to do.

That last one is what I want to talk to you about. Take 
a minute and think about what you love to do. Yes, 
right now, the dishes will wait. Me? I love to cook, to 
write, to solve problems, to be of use and to sing - even 
though I have a voice NO mother could stand. I love to 
do other things too, but these are some that I can do at 
TJC.

I’m on the Religious Affairs Committee and the 
Shavuot Planning Committee. I helped pick the new 
Torah covers and I orchestrate the Kiddush Krew. I’ve 
done other things too in my 20+ years as a congregant: 
Some in my wheelhouse and some—uh, not.

So again I ask: What do you like to do? Or better yet, is 
there some aspect of TJC life that you want to impact?
Maybe your kids are approaching the time to begin 
Religious School and you want to get to know the 
teachers: Join the School Committee! Perhaps you 
enjoy services from the comfort of your home: We 
can always use more Zoom monitors. (Don’t worry, 
we’ll show you how to do it.) Would you show up to 
Shabbat Services more often if you didn’t feel like you 
were glued to your seat? Then come walk around as 
a Greeter or a Shamash. You guys make services run 
smoothly.

What great ideas do you have for next year’s seminars 
or art endeavors or Simchat Torah celebration? There 
are committees for that; places where you can make a 
difference. And it doesn’t have to be an all-consuming 
commitment. Some people volunteer all year round - 
think Safety Committee - and others come just to build 
the Sukkah and still others pitch in when needed - like 
to read Torah. (Psst, we really need a lot more of you 
to read Torah. Yes, we can find you the really short 
readings.)

The amount of time you give is variable, the gratitude 
is not. It’s appreciated way more than you know.

So the next time you drop the kids at Religious School, 
go ask Sharon how you can help. Or see if there are any 
congregational phone calls you can make for Joel or 
Rabbi. I dare you to ask Alexandra how you can help 
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle at TJC. I double dog dare 
you.

Or just email me (suzanne.esterman@gmail.com) 
and together we can find you a hat that fits.

Be a Volunteer!
A Message From Suzanne Esterman About Volunteers 

Be a Volunteer!
A Message From Suzanne Esterman About Volunteers 
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FREE for TJC members 

and students

$10 for non-members

READING THE TORAH
THORUGH A WOMAN'S

EYES
Wednesday, March 9 

7:30 p.m.

via Zoom

RSVP at

thejewishcenter.org/adulted

by Tuesday, March 8

ELLEN FRANKEL PHD

AUTHOR

The Adult Education Committee Presents:

If you’d like to make a donation to our Adult Education

programs, please go to thejewishcenter.org/donations

Adult Ed Goes Global
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Hi, This is Howard Levy, and I have been a long time 
member of TJC.  My wife Riva taught a variety of classes 
there for many, many years, ran the Siyum Tichon program, 
and is the go-to person when there is a need to read Hebrew 
in a pleasant Israeli accent.  Our three kids, Lior, Mia and 
Noa have all gone through TJC’s educational programs, 
and it has been an important part of our lives. I played 
and coached basketball at Princeton University and am 
currently the head coach at Mercer Community College.  I 
am a lawyer by training and co-own a NYC based apparel 
company.
 
I started to learn about Israeli music in 1990, when Riva 
and I met.  She bought me several CDs (relatively new 
technology at the time), one of which was by Arik Einstein, 
who quickly became my favorite Israeli artist.  He came 
of age in the 1960s and 1970s, and his music reminded 

me of American artists from that time that I enjoyed.  
Additionally, the lyrics to his songs were somewhat 
understandable to my rudimentary Hebrew.  A favorite song 
of mine was Oof Gozal—a story about love, relationships 
and about birds leaving the nest—and it almost always 
brings a tear to my eyes, especially the line “Al tdagi 
byachad kef l’hizdaken”—Don’t you worry, it will be fun 
to get old together.  And 30+ years later, that is what I am 
doing with my beloved Riva.
 

Arik Einstein - Uf Gozal (Fly Fledgling), English Subtitles

https://www.youtube.com › watch

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dez1e2VPsRFw&data=04%7C01%7Chowardl%40hyphats.com%7Cd7b98d1df3f3465e84bf08d9add45ba6%7Cf54b3a55b4474dc7adcf18384455e720%7C0%7C0%7C637731949843863539%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iTNzFEDJb7JMrIkCnHAkN183PyA2tlEnEmxpaB4w%2BGY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dez1e2VPsRFw&data=04%7C01%7Chowardl%40hyphats.com%7Cd7b98d1df3f3465e84bf08d9add45ba6%7Cf54b3a55b4474dc7adcf18384455e720%7C0%7C0%7C637731949843863539%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iTNzFEDJb7JMrIkCnHAkN183PyA2tlEnEmxpaB4w%2BGY%3D&reserved=0
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Tuesday, March 15
7:30 p.m. via Zoom.*

April 19 – The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles
May 17 -- The Venice Sketchbook by Rhys Bowen 

Invisible City by Julia Dahl

The first thing we learn about New York tabloid journalism from Invisible City is that a body in 
Gowanus takes precedence over a brothel in Chinatown. Rebekah Roberts, the narrator of Julia Dahl’s 
first novel, is fresh out of college and considers herself lucky to be working as a stringer for a bot-
tom-feeding tabloid. Amateur sleuths with day jobs on a newspaper’s staff are usually battle-weary 
veterans, so it’s a treat to hear Rebekah and her friends trade horror stories about fighting for entry-lev-
el positions. (The New York Times)

Just months after Rebekah Roberts was born, her mother, an Hasidic Jew from Brooklyn, abandoned her 
Christian boyfriend and newborn baby to return to her religion. Neither Rebekah nor her father have heard 
from her since. Now a recent college graduate, Rebekah has moved to New York City to follow her dream of 
becoming a big-city reporter. But she’s also drawn to the idea of being closer to her mother, who might still be 
living in the Hasidic community in Brooklyn.

Then Rebekah is called to cover the story of a murdered Hasidic woman. Rebekah’s shocked to learn that, be-
cause of the NYPD’s habit of kowtowing to the powerful ultra-Orthodox community, not only will the wom-
an be buried without an autopsy, her killer may get away with murder. Rebekah can’t let the story end there. 
But getting to the truth won’t be easy--even as she immerses herself in the cloistered world where her mother 
grew up, it’s clear that she’s not welcome, and everyone she meets has a secret to keep from an outsider. 
(Goodreads)

For future planning, save these dates and read these books:  

All are welcome to join our Book Club Discussions.  
Please contact Louise Sandburg for more information:  louise@sandsmith.com
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To advertise, please call the office at 609-921-0100 or email us at info@thejewishcenter.orgThank you!

March 2
7:00 p.m.

Sponsored by TJC Men’s Club
Online via Zoom

Open to ALL!
Having a drink and food while 

online is encouraged!
Zoom link will be send to all interested par-

ticipants who register by 3/1/22

RSVP at 
thejewishcenter.org/torahontap

Want to help support a Culture 
of Sustainability at TJC? 

Meeting: March 15 at 8:00 pm
Interested in helping us increase 
our reduce our carbon footprint, 
reduce waste, or increase local 

biodiversity on campus? 
 

A Green Team is forming at TJC 
and we are looking for your input!  

Ready to get involved? 
Contact Jenny Ludmer at 
jennyludmer@gmail.com  

 

mailto:jennyludmer@gmail.com
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Nadine Cohen
Sales Associate, Realtor

Speaks French and Hebrew
Selling Real Estate is both 

an Art and a Science

Licensed in NJ & PA
ncohen@callawayhenderson.com

nadinecohen.callawayhenderson.com
Cell: 908.405.0091

4 Nassau St., Princeton, NJ 08542
Office: 609 921.1050

Each office is independently owned and operated.

William P. Boxer, MD, FACP
Direct primary care......in your home or mine

Pennington, NJ • 609-293-3904 • www.DrBoxerAtHome.com

William P. Boxer, MD, FACP
Direct primary care......in your home or mine

Pennington, NJ • 609-293-3904 • www.DrBoxerAtHome.com
William P. Boxer, MD, FACP

Direct primary care......in your home or mine
Pennington, NJ • 609-293-3904 • www.DrBoxerAtHome.com

Limited availability – sign up today! 

I will donate $180 in honor of each of my TJC clients who 
buy or sell a home this year.   

The donation will be made to the fund of their choice.   
 

BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED AND GROW! 

Contact me to schedule a FREE confidential consultation 
Office: 609-921-1900|Cell: 609-577-2989|info@BeatriceBloom.com|BeatriceBloom.com 

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Please support our advertisers. 

If you’d like to advertise
 in our bulletin, printed 

11 times a year, 
please contact our TJC office at (609) 921-0100 or 

info@thejewishcenter.org.
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 —Avot De Rebbe Natan

Heidi Joseph
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

Office: 609.924.1600
Mobile: 609.613.1663
heidi.joseph@foxroach.com

PRINCETON OFFICE | 253 Nassau Street | Princeton, NJ 08540
609.924.1600 | www.foxroach.com

©2013 An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.© Equal Housing Opportunity. lnformation not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Insist on … Heidi Joseph.

Each and every person is the king 
or queen of their own home. 
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Contributions
The Jewish Center is grateful for the many donations that you give both in honor of joyous occasions and in memory of 
beloved family and friends. To make the logistics easier and the gifting choices clearer, a donor form is printed on the 
back of each monthly newsletter. Donor forms are also available in the Main Office. We thank you for the generosity that 
goes into each of these donations!

Your name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter:  _____________________________________________________________

Donor’s Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Occasion:    In memory of:     In honor of:   Name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Send donation acknowledgement to:  ______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(A beautiful new tribute card will be sent for contributions of $18 or more. A listing will be posted as you would like it to appear in the 
newsletter for any donated amount.)

Amount Enclosed: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate your choice below and mail this form and a check to The Jewish Center, 435 Nassau St., Princeton, NJ 08540. 
If you are interested in planned giving opportunities, please call The Jewish Center office, 609-921-0100 ext. 200.
Funds

  General
  Bimah Accessibility Project
  Adult Education
  Adult Library
  Arts & Cultural Affairs
  Fran Amir Community Service Trip Fund 
  Hazzan’s Music Fund
   Irving N. Rabinowitz Conversational 

Hebrew Fund
  Israeli Affairs Fund
  Jess & Marion Epstein Lunch & Learn Fund 
  The Jewish Center Refugee Fund
  Jewish Center Women
  LASHIR
  Life and Legacy Endowment Fund
   Marchand Espir Family Holocaust 

Education Fund

  Men’s Club
  Neimark Senior Mitzvah Fund
   New Siddur ($36) New Chumash ($75)
New Machzor ($36)

  Rabbi Meraw’s Discretionary Fund
  Rabbi Feldman Memorial Fund
  Rabbi Tucker Life Cycle Fund
  Religious Affairs Fund
  Religious School Fund 
  Sapoff Art Purchase & Restoration Fund
  The Schnitzer Family Shekel Fund 

     for Adventures in Israel 
  Shabbat Luncheon Fund  
  Silver Circle Scholarship Fund
  Social Action
  Social Action - Housing Fund
  Steven Levine Special Education Fund 

  Torah Repair Fund
  Youth and Family Programs

Plaques and Remembrances
  Memorial Plaque $350 
   Tree of Life Leaf $216 
(to commemorate a simcha)

Giving Opportunities
  Adult Ed Lecture or Series $300-$600 
   Sponsor a Shabbat Congregational 
Luncheon $2,500 or Shabbat  
Kiddush $600 

Brick Pavers 
  Small - $250 
  Medium - $500
  Large - $750

* Now you can donate through our website.  
Go to www.thejewishcenter.org and follow the instructions!

Scan code to donate
 via phone or tablet.


