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Istanbul Carpet Week 

Organised by the Istanbul Carpet 
Exporters’ Association (IHIB), alongside 
media partners: HALI and COVER 
magazines, Istanbul Carpet Week (ICW) 
was specifically created to showcase the 
products, skills and knowledge of one of 
the world’s oldest centres of weaving 
and rug trading. The week offers a 
timetable of business and leisure 
activities over four days including 
cultural and educational events. This 
year there will be a special installation in 
a newly restored section of the Istanbul 
Carpet Museum (Vakıkar Halı Müzesi), 
Istanbul. Featuring a selection of 
Anatolian kilims from the Vakıflar Kilim 
Museum, shown in a building that for 
many centuries acted as the treasury of 
Hagia Sophia (Aya Sofia). 

Istanbul International Carpet 
Conference

The conference has a stellar line-up of 
speakers: Belkıs Balpınar on Divrigi 
mosque carpets; Lucy Upward, editor of 
COVER Magazine on future perspectives 
on rug design and interiors; Suzan 
Bayraktaroğlu on kilims from the Vakıflar 
Collection; Alberto Boralevi, chairman of 
ICOC Academic Committee, on Turkish 
carpets in Italy; and Erika Kurtz on 
keeping the art of design in a digital age.

Istanbul Rug Show

The third edition of this new 
international trade fair will increase its 
size and number of exhibitors; and will 
introduce visiting buyers to the range 
and quality of rugs and kilims available 
in the Turkish market.
Participating galleries around the city 
will host individual exhibitions during 
ICW, details of which will be available 
on arrival. 

On Saturday, a special carpet design 
workshop, ‘Art Day: Rugs for Interiors’, 
will be run this year by designer Carol 
Sebert of Creative Matters Inc., 
Toronto. There will be two additional 
talks by Rob Leahy on ‘The Handmade 
Carpet in the 21st Century’ and Reto 
Aschwanden on ‘Refugees Welcome: 
Migrants’ Contribution to Weaving.’

The 12th National Carpet Design 
Contest

The National Carpet Design Contest 
promotes the work of young Turkish 
designers and provides an indicator of 
the future of rug design. The final 
judging and gala awards ceremony with 
live music, cocktails and dinner is on 27th 
October at the Renaissance Polat Hotel 
overlooking the Sea of Marmara.

Media PartnersIstanbul 
Carpet Exporters’ Association



Istanbul International Carpet Conference - Speakers

Belkıs Balpınar – 
“Divrigi Mosque Carpets”

 
 
Utilising the ancient structure of kilim weaving, 
Belkıs Balpınar, a former museum curator and 
researcher, lecturer and author of several books on 
Anatolian carpets and kilims, pioneered a new art 
form in the 1980s—the contemporary/modern 
kilim or ‘artkilim’. After her studies at the Textile 
Department at the Fine Arts Academy of Istanbul, 
Balpınar served as curator of the carpet section of 
the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art and as the 
Director of the Vakıflar Carpet and Kilim Museum 
in Istanbul. Balpınar has held solo exhibitions in 
Istanbul, Ankara, New York, Princeton, Washington 
DC, Stockholm, Caracas, Milan, Tokyo, Ljubljana, 
Moscow and Bahrain.

Suzan Bayraktaroğlu – 
“Kilims of the Vakıflar Museum 

Collection”

Suzan Bayraktaroğlu graduated from Ankara 
University, Faculty of Languages, History  and  
Geography, Art History Department, where she 
also completed her MA degree. Her graduate 
thesis was on the field of carpet and rug art. She 
began to work in the Directorate General of 
Foundations as the historian of art and carpet 
specialist. She established eight foundation 
museums in Turkey and Nicosia. She has presented 
papers at many national and international 
symposiums about carpets, rugs and cultural 
associated subjects.

Lucy Upward – 
“Future Thinking: Design and Interiors”

 
 
A graduate in Fine Art: Painting from Central Saint 
Martins in London, Lucy Upward joined Hali 
Publications Ltd and in 2005 was part of the 
editorial team setting up COVER magazine. As the 
appreciation of high-end carpets has grown, so 
has COVER’s relevance in the interiors market. 
Now editor of the magazine, Lucy works at the 
heart of the contemporary rug and textile worlds, 
interviewing key international market figures and 
reporting on trends and global events plus the 
latest new brands and developments. 

Alberto Boralevi-
 “Turkish Carpets in Italy” 

 
 

Alberto Boralevi has been internationally regarded 
as a scholar of antique carpets since 1983, when he 
discovered two Cairene masterpieces in the Pitti 
Palace in Florence. In 1999, he organised the lecture 
program of the 9th ICOC and curated the Bardini 
collection exhibition. Since 2003 he has been a 
member of ICOC Executive Committee and 
Chairman of the Academic Committee. In 2011, 
he received the Joseph V. McMullan Award. He 
was co-Chair of the International Symposium on 
Azerbaijani Carpets (ISAC) held in Baku 2017 and 
co-curator of the Exhibition ‘Silk Treasures: 
Azerbaijani Embroideries from the 16th to the 
18th centuries’.

Ali Riza Tuna-
 “Anatolian Carpets in the Western 
World: A Story of Mutual Influences 

over the Ages”

Ali Riza Tuna is a collector, independent researcher 
and lecturer, passionate about Anatolian textiles. 
He has given many talks and presented papers at 
international conferences and seminars, as well as 
loaning pieces from his collection to several 
exhibitions. In addition to the study of Anatolian 
kilims and other weavings, his research focus is the 
aesthetics and design development of Turkish 
carpets in the 13th-16th centuries. He supports the 
continuation of high-quality carpet weaving in 
Turkey, sponsoring the reconstruction of designs 
from lost Anatolian carpets depicted in Renaissance 
paintings.

Erika Kurtz-
“Keeping the Art of Design 

in a Digital Age”
 
 
Since 2004, John Kurtz’s daughter Erika has guided 
the production and increasingly brings her design 
talents to US company New Moon. She grew up 
exploring the world with her father and now, 
following his passion for antique rugs and fine art, 
she combines her experience of international travel 
with her practical knowledge of rug making to 
guide New Moon into new and exciting directions. 
With extensive experience in the Tibetan rug 
industry, Erika has first-hand knowledge about all 
areas of production and customisation. She takes 
pride in participating first-hand in all of New 
Moon’s custom creations.



More details visit:
www.istanbulcarpetweek.com
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Itinerary

Wednesday 24th 

Arrival in Istanbul, transfer to hotel

Thursday 25th 

AM: Arrival in Istanbul, transfer to hotel 

 

PM: Reception at the Antique Rug Exhibition, 

Istanbul Carpet Museum (Vakıflar Halı Müzesi)

Friday 26th 

AM: 3rd Istanbul International Carpet Conference, 

ITKIB

PM: The Istanbul Rug Show (26th – 27th – 28th)

Saturday 27th 

AM: ‘Art Day: Rugs for Interiors’ workshop 

and talks, The Istanbul Rug Show

 

PM: IHIB National Carpet Design Awards & Party, 

Renaissance Polat Hotel

Sunday 28th 

All Day: Free time to visit galleries/

showrooms/warehouses

Leaving Istanbul

Monday 29th 

Leaving Istanbul
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