
 

 

 
Wednesday 19 August 2020 

 

 

Dear Students  

 

GCSE Centre Assessed Grades 

 

You will now have received your Centre Assessed Grade (CAG).  These grades were released as soon 

as possible after the announcement made by the DfE and Ofqual. 

 

Many of you will be pleased about your grades whilst some of you may still have questions about the 

grades you were awarded. I hope that the following will go some way to explain how the grades were 

arrived at and the immense effort that has gone in to the Centre Assessed Grades and why these grades 

may be different to what you might have expected. 

 

If, after reading this, you still want further information about the processes used to calculate your grade 

and the data used, you can submit a request for this. Information on how to do this is available on the 

school website on the Exams Information Page http://www.fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk/exams/, appeals 

section.  

 

Since the announcement about the use of Centre Assessed Grades, the appeals processes have changed. 

We are awaiting confirmation to the changes to appeals from regulators and the exam boards and will 

provide further information at the earliest opportunity. The Exams Information page will be updated once 

this information has been received. Please continue to monitor this page so that you receive the latest 

information. 

 

The Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) were arrived at following a robust process: 

 

1. Grades submitted to the exam boards were agreed following an internal quality assurance process 

and are not the sole responsibility of any individual teacher. 

2. Centres were asked to make their best assessment of what grade the student would be most likely 

to receive and to place candidates in rank order. The purpose of this was to allow adjustments to 

take place to ensure the distribution of grades at a national level was similar to previous years.  

3. Schools were required to submit Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) which took into account in a 

clearly quantified way:  

 expected grade distributions at national level  

 results in previous years at individual centre level 

 the prior attainment profile of students at centre level 

4. Fullbrook used guidance from professional bodies to help manage this complex process and analysed 

the CAGs in specialist software to check it was in line with national expectations. 

5. This was the fairest possible approach available under extreme circumstances. It was a rigorous 

process to try to ensure that grades are valid and fair. 

 

This process was undertaken as part of an overall process where the Ofqual standardisation algorithm 

http://www.fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk/exams/


was then supposed to be applied. However, the Department for Education took the decision earlier this 

week to revert to the Centre Assessed Grades or the calculated Ofqual grade, whichever is the higher. 

 

Centre Assessed Grades are not the same as other grades students may have received from their teachers 

during the course of the year. They were calculated in line with a required process and used a range of 

evidential data 

 

 A full range of available evidence was used in consideration for each Centre Assessed Grade. 

Judgments were based on a combination of classwork, bookwork, practical performance, non-

exam assessments, assignments, homework, mocks, assessments, and other relevant performance 

related work/activities as appropriate. 

 Evidence was not the same in every subject due to the differing nature of the subjects studied.  

 Greater weighting was given to data from full mock exams conducted under examination 

conditions where exam board mark schemes from previous years had been applied. 

 

Because of this, Centre Assessed Grades will not necessarily be the same as other grades provided to 

students as they progress through the course because these grades serve very different purposes. Centre 

Assessed Grades (CAGs) are not: 

 

 Forecast grades – These are a single teacher’s best estimate of how they think the student will 

perform at the end of the course. 

 Target grades – These are a calculated target based on a student’s KS2 achievement and national 

data that shows what a student could be capable of. This is then increased to make the target 

aspirational to act as a motivator for students. 

 

The Centre Assessed Grades that have been awarded are based on the specialist subject knowledge of 

teachers with their professional judgment of individual and historic students’ performance. A lengthy and 

rigorous process was undertaken at all levels with checks and balances prior to submission to exam 

boards. As a result I believe that our Centre Assessed Grades hold integrity and that students are to be 

congratulated for their achievements and staff thanked for the hard work and ethical approach that they 

have all taken to arrive at these results. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mrs K Moore 

Principal  

 

 

 

 


