CHRIS ‘TUBBY’ DAVIES:
A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS!
IN THE SPOTLIGHT:
WILL ROBERTS
CELEBRATING OUR PAST
ALL WE WANT
FOR CHRISTMAS

NATIONAL LEAGUE 1

BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC V SALE FC
14th December 2019

£15

Members £5

litho
digital
large format
design

HDPrint
brochures

PRINT
magazines
DESIGN
stationery
business cards STATIONERY
greetings cards
leaflets
display
banners
labels

Producers
of today’s
matchday
programme

packaging
and more!
51 High Street, Ware, SG12 9BA

www.hdprint.co.uk

01920 461 191
-2-

President’s Welcome
MICK COLEMAN

It gives me great pleasure to welcome everyone
to Silver Leys this afternoon for our ‘festive’ match
against Sale FC, whose players, officials and
supporters are particularly welcome. With just one
point separating the teams, both of us will be very
keen for a win today.

or shine, home and away
bringing the match through
our social media to those who are not able to make
the game. We very much appreciate the live videos
and up to date commentary. Thank you, Perry.

We are very fortunate to have today’s match
sponsored by Sarah Moores & Rob Dukelow-Smith,
founder members of Forward Corporate Finance,
who I understand have had a very successful year
growing their business. Our congratulations to
them, and we wish them continued success. Our
Man of the Match sponsors, and great friends of the
club, are Barons BMW. Thank you to Simon Hewson
and the BMW team for your continued support.
It’s also great to have our new printers and their
guests here today. HD Print are not only responsible
for our fantastic programme and all other print
work, but have also recently taken on our social
media channels. The new centenary booklet,
which many of you will have already seen, not only
outlines the history and mission of our club, but also
gives a vision for our centenary season next year.
This has also been produced by HD Print, and as a
club, we can’t really thank Peter Watkins and Ben
Hewer enough, for all their brilliant work.

We’ll be giving VetRun180 an extra push this week,
to see if we can get somewhere near £10k by
the end of the year. This would enable the team
at VetRun to take up to a dozen injured (both
physically and mentally) vets away on a tour. Matt
Abbott will be saying a few words on behalf of the
charity in an attempt to get you to part with a few
quid... so please be generous.
Which just leaves me to wish all of you who aren’t
travelling to Cambridge next week (why not??)
a very Happy Christmas and hope to see you all
next year.
Mick Coleman

Also, here today and in need of a mention are
regular sponsors Nockolds and Three Willows/Ace
of Lanes and also KMD Wealth Management. Thank
you one and all.
A special mention to Peter and Kath Scarlett, who
celebrate a magnificent milestone of 60 years of
married bliss today. I’m sure you will all join with me
in congratulating them both (especially Kath!) on
this wonderful achievement.
Good to see Tubby as this week’s programme
cover model, and the accompanying article inside.
Tubby has accumulated over 50 years of ‘dedicated’
service to this club, so he thoroughly deserves a
mention.
On behalf of all our twitter followers, I would also
like to thank the man behind the live match day
tweeting. Perry Oliver stands on the line come rain
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The Ultimate
Driving Machine

BARONS
STANSTED.

YOUR LOCAL BMW RETAILER.
As an authorised BMW Retailer, Barons Stansted offers the highest levels of service
and expertise in the local area. Whether it’s a New or Approved Used BMW, or even
a service, our commitment is to maintain the highest of standards. We are proud
supporters of the local community and offer preferential rates to BSRFC members.

SEARCH: BARONS STANSTED or
call us on 01279 755906
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Director of Rugby
ANDY LONG

Good afternoon everyone and welcome to Silver
Leys for our final home game of 2019.
I’d like to start by thanking you all for your
magnificent support of the squad, the past 12
months have certainly been interesting and have
seen everyone have to dig deep.
This time last season we were not in a great place,
the impact of several injuries to key players and
narrow losses saw us turn the year bottom of the
pile and staring down the barrel. The resolve the
lads showed to turn the corner and pull clear of
the relegation zone was incredible and showed
what we were capable of.
The turning point actually came in our narrow
victory against todays opponents Sale FC, where
in a scrappy game we just nicked it. That day only
served to reinforce from our away trip earlier in
the season how dangerous a side Sale can be and
they’ve shown this recently by beating Richmond.
We find ourselves one point and one league place
behind them so this is set to be a decent scrap.

2019 has seen the start
of a squad transition, with many old faces retiring
after years of great service to the club. Teams go
in cycles and we are beginning to build on some
strong foundations, introducing new and exciting
young players from the local area.
I’d like to finish by sharing a statistic with you.
Of our current senior squad, 83% originate from
Hertfordshire and Essex & 70% of those are
home-grown having come through our Mini and
Youth system. Meaning just under 60% of our
total squad begun their rugby journey here. I think
that’s something everyone should be extremely
proud of as we embark on our Centenary year.
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Enjoy the game.
Longy

The
Coaching
Staff:

JIM BLOXHAM

ADAM VINE

BEN SHEATH

JADE LEEDER

SEAN EDWARDS

TOM COLEMAN

MARCUS CATTELL
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Industrial Network Cables

A LOCAL COMPANY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH, SUPPORTING

BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC

Our cables operate in some of the toughest environments within the
industry worldwide.
We design and manufacture cables to the highest performance levels
with third party verification, we are specified for use on the world’s
largest industrial projects.
No secret: Experience, common sense, plain speaking,
technical knowhow and the will to deliver.

www.belcom.co.uk
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Celebrating our past
to secure our future BY PERRY OLIVER
All we want for Christmas is...
If until now, you were unaware that 2020 will see
the start of our Centenary Season, then I’ve clearly
failed in my mission to date. But happily all is not
lost because by the time you’ve read this page
you’ll be fully ‘Centenary briefed’.
We are currently planning a wide range of
celebratory activities that will hopefully appeal to
all our members and indeed the wider community.
In 2020 we are going to host a commemorative
match on Sunday 30th August, a Golf Day on
Friday 18th September, our first ever ‘London
Lunch’ at the Hilton Bankside on Friday 13th
November and hopefully publish our 100 year
history book in time for next Christmas
In 2021 we’re planning an ‘Auction of Promises’
evening, a One Club Birthday Party, a Sporting
Dinner and to cap it all a Centenary End of Season
Ball. We will also be hosting special centenary
editions of our Former Players & Vice Presidents
lunches but won’t of course know the dates of
these until next seasons fixtures are released in
June.

We of course want our Centenary to be one
that befits a club of our stature and ensure
everyone gets a chance to properly celebrate &
commemorate but amid all the jollity we also
need to maximise the opportunity this significant
anniversary presents to help secure our future.
What can’t have escaped your attention is that we
don’t have enough changing rooms and those we
do have are too small, poorly appointed and just
plain worn out. If we are to continue to thrive as
a club we need to do something about them as
quickly as possible.
Grant applications are being actively progressed
and we hope to raise at least 50% of the overall
cost from external sources but that still leaves us
with the other half to find.
So what does ‘the club’ want for Christmas? Well
quite simply, your help & support and here are a
few ways in which you might wish to get involved.
• You could donate some of your time - we’ve got
project leaders for each of our planned activities
but they wouldn’t say no to any offers of help
• How about undertaking a sponsored challenge
in aid of our appeal?
• Make a donation? We will be grateful of any
donation to our Centenary fund however small.
Lots of small amounts will soon add up! You
can easily and securely donate to our appeal
via www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/
bsrfccentenaryappeal
• Consider setting up a ‘Deed of Covenant’
• If your employer operates the scheme, how
about Payroll Giving?
• Buy a Brick – more details will be announced
early in 2020
• Donate a Raffle or Auction prize
• Sponsor one of our Centenary events or activities
For more information on any of these ideas please
contact our Centenary Co-ordinator, Perry Oliver
via perryoliver@sky.com
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THE PLAYERS

BSRFC 1’S XV 2019/20

George King

Alfie Walsh

Austin Pope

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

Michael J Walsh
Funeral Directors

119 Production Services

Greys of Ely

Baxter Wilson

Brad Etherington

Brad Burr

Charlie Kingham

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

Bit Solutions

R W Marsh

Davlav

www.walshfunerals.com

www.bitsolutions.net

www.greysofely.co.uk

www.119.org.uk

Ben Harrison-Price
SPONSORED BY

The Axe & Compasses
Braughing

www.theaxebraughing.uk

Recruitability

www.davlav.com

www.recruitability.co.uk

Chris Smith

Conor Austin

Dan Elsom

Declan Caulfield

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

Forward
Corporate Finance

Family Sankey

Westbury Garden
Rooms Ltd

www.to-tuscany.com

www.forwardcf.co.uk

www.westburygardenrooms.com

FAMILY SANKEY
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To Tuscany

THE PLAYERS

BSRFC 1’S XV 2019/20

Dom Lilley

Euan Tremlett

George Keen

Harrison King

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

The 22m Line Club

Everyone Active
(Grange Paddocks)

19 Bell Street
Dental Practice

www.longmores-solicitors.co.uk

Longmores

www.everyoneactive.com

www.19bellstreet.co.uk

Jack Scantlebury

Jake Spivey

James Apperley

James Ayrton

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

NFU Mutual

www.nfumutual.co.uk

Hanbury Wealth

www.hanburywealth.co.uk

Japanese Knotweed

www.knotweedmanagement.co.uk

Radleys

www.radleys.com

West Essex Agency
01279 871 832

James Thacker

Jamie Campbell

Jamie Gage

Jimmy Rea

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

Multitech

McMillans
Engineering Limited

www.connectscaffolding.co.uk

www.temporary-electrics.co.uk

Connect Scaffolding

lesley.narburgh@roche.com
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Cammas Hall Farm

www.cammashall.co.uk

THE PLAYERS

BSRFC 1’S XV 2019/20

JP Nel

Joss Linney

Jon George

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

Anglia Improvements
Limited

UK Challenge

Nockolds Solicitors

Little Acre Construction

www.angliaimprovements.co.uk

www.ukchallenge.co.uk

Josh Stannard

www.nockolds.co.uk

www.littleacregroup.co.uk

Louis Castiglione

Luis Ball

Mike Ayrton

Mike Gallagher

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

Walden Capital

Croucher Needham

Tees

www.waldencapital.co.uk

www.cnmadvisory.com

www.teeslaw.com

Menor Ltd

www.menor.co.uk

Najee Mundicha

Nick Hankin

Ollie Jones

Reece Lane

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

Everyone Active
(Grange Paddocks)

Julie Wright
Physio & Sports Clinic

Nuffield Health

Abbott Property
Solutions Limited

www.physio-and-sportsinjury-clinic.co.uk
physio&
sports
injury clinic
the

www.everyoneactive.com

www.nuffieldhealth.com/
gyms/bishops-stortford
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www.abbottps.co.uk

THE PLAYERS

BSRFC 1’S XV 2019/20

Rob Duff

Rory Banks

Ross Bird

Sam Brown

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

The Star at Standon

BEW Electrical
Distributors Ltd

Everyone Active
(Grange Paddocks)

LCM Scrap Metal

www.lcmscrap.com

www.star-standon.co.uk

www.bewdirect.co.uk

Sam Cappaert
SPONSORED BY

Palmer & Martin

www.palmerandmartin.co.uk

George Cullen
SPONSORED BY

www.everyoneactive.com

Sam Winter (C)

Seb Brownhill

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

Pestell and Co

Virtus Property
Management

Mantle Business Centres

www.mantlebusinesscentres.co.uk

www.pestell.co.uk

www.virtuspm.co.uk














Tom Banks

Tom Lewis

Tom McCrone

Tom Walker

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

HD Print

Orwell Shipping Monoco

Russell Partnership
www.russellpp.co.uk

Hilton’s Coachworks

www.hiltonaccidentrepair.co.uk
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www.hdprint.co.uk

THE PLAYERS

BSRFC 1’S XV 2019/20

Will Palombo

Will Roberts

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

Shield Batteries Ltd

R W Pearman & Son

www.shieldbatteries.co.uk

Interested...
in sponsoring
a First XV
Player?..
Contact Julie North:
julienorth1@gmail.com
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01245 326510
westburyjoinery.com
Call to visit our Essex Factory and Showroom
46-52 Cutlers Road, South Woodham Ferrers, Essex, CM3 5XJ
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Rosslyn Park Rangers 32
BSRFC Blues 12
Valiant defeat at the hands of a very dangerous Rosslyn Park Rangers...
Last Saturday the Blues took to the artificial
pitch at Rosslyn Park immediately after the 1st
Xv game had finished to take on our hosts 2nd
XV or Rangers. The Blues had a great start with
exceptional pressure on the Rangers through
some very hard hitting defence. Rangers
however made some territory through some
harsh penalties culminating in a kick through
which was latched onto by their very quick
left winger who the Referee adjudged to have
grounded the ball just before the dead ball line.
Unfortunately the Blues were then undone with
an identical finish just 5 minutes later.

rugby be, brilliantly finished by Ollie Jones. That
meant that the half time score was 19-12

Through sure grit and quick interplay, Jimmy
Rea finished off a fantastic move with a diving
try converted by Tom Walker. The Rangers then
extended their lead before the Blues scored an
exceptional try that encapsulated everything

We are at home today vs Esher Cardinals. The
game is scheduled to kick off at 2pm on Pitch 2
so if you get a chance to cheer us along it would
be appreciated.

The second half started with more of the same
hard hitting defence by the Blues but injuries
and two yellow cards eventually took their toll.
Rosslyn Park were able to build and maintain
pressure and when the final whistle sounded the
score had grown to with 32-12
This was another valiant effort from the boys,
over a disjointed and long day with a depleted
squad that was even more depleted by the end
of the 80 against a very talented opposition.

By Sean Edwards

- 14 -

PROUD SPONSORS OF

Bishop’s Stortford
Rugby Club

Investment planning | Retirement planning | Protecting your family
01279 466 706
info@hanburywealth.co.uk
www.hanburywealth.co.uk
HanburyWealth
Hanbury Wealth is a trading style of Hanbury Wealth Management Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by the Finance Conduct Authority. FCA number 757991
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We are always on
the lookout for
your property
Whether you’re a landlord or tenant…
you want to work with someone who
understands all aspects of lettings.
Whether you’re concerned about
process, putting people together or
getting things right legally, we can help.
Please call 01279 501500 to speak to one
of our property professionals
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Do you want sporting
and academic excellence
for your child?
“The school successfully meets its aim to be a place of learning with
a broad and balanced curriculum that enables all pupils to fulfil
their potential in everything they undertake.” ISI Inspection 2017.
Come to an Open Morning or arrange a private visit. We look
forward to welcoming you.

Building Confidence for Life.
01279 838604

admissions@BishopsStortfordCollege.org
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TODAY’S OPPOSITION
SALE FC

Sale Football Club was founded in 1861
by a team of enthusiastic sportsmen
drawn mainly from Sale Cricket Club and
is the fifth oldest surviving rugby club.
The Clubs most treasured possession is
a Minute Book from 1865 which included
for the first time the ten rules to be
followed by all players & it is believed to
be the world’s oldest existing rugby rule
book.
The clubs famous Heywood Road ground
has been home for them since 1903
Over the years, Sale FC have featured
many prominent international and
county players including Fran Cotton,
Steve Smith, Dewi Morris, Richard Trickey
and Jason Robinson.
Sale Sharks, the professional premiership
team are an offshoot of Sale RFC moving
out of Heywood Road to plough their
own furrow in 2003.
Sale were National 3 North champions in
2015 and National 2 North champions in
2018. So this is their 2nd season at Level
3.
Last season’s matches between the
teams both finished in home wins. The
first ever encounter between the Clubs
in September 2018 at Heywood Road
finished 22-8 but we secured some
measure of revenge in January when we
won here 29-15
Sale have won 7 of their 14 games to
date, 2 more than us but sit only one
place and one point above us in the
league. So everything to play for this
afternoon.
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Wherever you are,
whatever you do,
Power Testing Ltd
can keep your
electricity flowing
Whether you work with high or low voltage, in the UK
or abroad, Power Testing Ltd can design and install
new assets as well as inspect, test, repair and maintain
your existing equipment. We also specialise in outage
prevention and electrical emergency services.

Telephone: 01245 266 800
Web: powertesting.co.uk
Email: info@powertesting.co.uk
33 Hanbury Road, Widford Industrial Estate,
Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 3AE
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the

physio&
sports injury clinic
The Physio & Sports Injury Clinic based at Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club,
supporting BSRFC from Minis to Seniors.
We treat all age groups and abilities, providing Quality Treatment for all types of muscle and joint
problems in a Friendly and Supportive atmosphere by Experienced Chartered Physiotherapists.

Proud Sponsor of Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club
For appointments and information contact 07944
EMAIL:

394096

physioandsportsclinic@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.physio-and-sports-injury-clinic.co.uk

Clinics Monday-Saturday with evening appointments available

Julie Wright BSc (Hons) MCSP Chartered Physiotherapist
The Physio and Sports Injury Clinic, Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club, Hadham Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts, CM23 2QE

Temporary Electrics - Permanent Commitment ®

BSRFC SPONSORS

AND SUPPLIERS OF TEMPORARY SITE SERVICES TO
THE UK CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY SINCE 1998

New Game, New Job?

Check out the latest career opportunities at Multitech:

www.temporary-electrics.co.uk/careers

See if you can join our talented team (no gum shields required)

temporary-electrics.co.uk
Multitech Site Services Ltd, Multitech House,
Flitch Industrial Estate, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1XJ. Telephone: 01371 877060
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Supporting
the Bishop’s
Stortford Rugby
Football Club

Proud
Sponsors of
the BSRFC
Girls & Ladies
Teams

Bishop’s Stortford

London

t: 01279 755777

t: 020 3892 6800

www.nockolds.co.uk
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Proud Supporters of
Bishop’s Stortford RFC
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We specialise in filling both temporary and
permanent opportunities within the Commercial,
Retail, Industrial, Engineering and IT Sectors.
Why choose HR GO Recruitment?
HR GO Recruitment, based locally in Bishop’s Stortford since 1997.
During this time we have built a solid reputation for providing excellent
customer service to both our candidates and clients.

 01279 503505

 hrgo.co.uk/bishops-stortford

 5 Northgate End, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2ET
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BIT Solutions are big on ideas,
expertise and results
And small where it matters, offering the personal touch and tailored
solutions. BIT Solutions are a leading provider of cloud and on
premise IT solutions for clients throughout the South of England.
With our enterprise cloud platform located in two of the most advanced
datacentres in Hertfordshire, we are able to provide our clients with flexible,
high performance and ultra reliable cloud solutions to suit every need.
We also offer strategic IT planning, on premise IT infrastructure design,
assistance to in-house IT teams and a range of business IT support plans.

T:

0333 577 2833

E:

info@bitsolutions.net
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W:

www.bitsolutions.net

We’re not too big...

We’re not too small...

According to the British
Accountancy Awards,
we’re just right!
Price Bailey Chartered Accountants, the British
Accountancy Awards National Firm of the Year.
Get in touch with our Bishop’s Stortford
team to find out how we could help you
and your business
Gary Miller
Tony Pennison

+44 (0)1279 712719
+44 (0)1279 712716

2019

pricebailey.co.uk

Grow with Price Bailey

Price Bailey is a member of IAPA and the UK200Group, associations of separately owned and independently
managed accountancy and lawyer firms. For regulatory information please visit www.pricebailey.co.uk/legal
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Alongside you
at the heart of the
community
Expert legal and financial advice

Call us on 01279 755200

www.teeslaw.com

We have six offices in: Bishop’s Stortford, Brentwood, Chelmsford,
Saffron Walden, Royston and Cambridge.
Tees is a trading name of Stanley Tee LLP regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Registered in England and
Wales number OC327874. Tees is a trading name of Tees Financial Limited which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority. Registered in England and Wales number 4342506.
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Your trusted
technology partner to
transform and connect
your business

Proud sponsors of the
Bishop’s Stortford Colts
and Ladies Teams
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www.cvdgroup.com

SUNDAY
ROAST

£14.45
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UP TO

£150 OFF

The largest
Vehicle Manufacturer
approved repairer in the UK

YOUR EXCESS
FOR ALL BSRFC
MEMBERS &
SPONSORS

Had an accident? Call Hilton Accident Repair on 01279 757060
Why Manufacturer Approved not Insurance Approved?
Manufacturer Approved

Insurance Approved

 Maintains vehicle’s warranty
 Genuine parts and paint
 Manufacturer trained technicians
 Lifetime guarantee
 Correct repair to ensure



Cannot guarantee vehicle’s
warranty



Non-genuine parts, non-approved
paint, cheaper options




Limited guarantee

pre-accident condition

Cost saving repair, not to
manufacturer standards

Call 01279 757060 to speak to our team or email info@hiltongroup.info

01279 757060 | www.hiltonaccidentrepair.co.uk
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Results grid, table & fixtures
NATIONAL LEAGUE 1
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Results grid, table & fixtures
NATIONAL LEAGUE 1

Season 2019/2020 NATIONAL 1

Results from 7th December

HOME TEAM

AWAY TEAM

Rosslyn Park

38-16

Bishop's Stortford

Cambridge

14-23

Richmond

Birmingham Moseley

17-22

Chinnor

Canterbury

19-17

Cinderford

Old Elthamians

46-18

Rotherham

Sale FC

19-26

Rams

Plymouth Albion

37-31

Hull Ionians

Darlington Mowden Park

34-17

Blackheath

Season 2019/2020 NATIONAL 1

Fixtures for 14th December

HOME TEAM

AWAY TEAM

Bishop's Stortford

vs

Sale FC

Cinderford

vs

Rosslyn Park

Blackheath

vs

Old Elthamians

Rotherham

vs

Canterbury

Hull Ionians

vs

Cambridge

Richmond

vs

Birmingham Moseley

Rams

vs

Plymouth Albion

Chinnor

vs

Darlington Mowden Park

National League 1 - 2019/20
P

W

D

L

PF

PA

PD

TBP

LBP

Points

Rosslyn Park

Team

14

10

1

3

418

269

149

6

2

50

Richmond

14

10

0

4

378

224

154

6

4

50

Rams

14

10

0

4

353

276

77

8

1

49

Chinnor

14

8

2

4

335

312

23

7

2

45

Darlington Mowden Park

14

8

1

5

416

262

154

7

4

45

Blackheath

14

9

0

5

323

305

18

6

2

44

Cinderford

13

9

0

4

313

263

50

4

2

42

Old Elthamians

14

8

1

5

358

246

112

5

2

41

Plymouth Albion

14

6

2

6

373

380

-7

7

4

39

Sale FC

14

7

0

7

329

314

15

5

3

36

Bishop’s Stortford

14

5

1

8

370

340

30

7

6

35

Birmingham Moseley

14

6

0

8

292

383

-91

2

4

30

Cambridge

14

4

2

8

317

303

14

6

4

30

Rotherham

14

3

1

10

247

375

-128

1

3

18

Hull Ionians

13

1

1

11

206

502

-296

3

2

11

Canterbury

14

1

0

13

208

482

-274

1

3

8
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The Teams
PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR BAR LICENCE
FORBIDS THE TAKING OF GLASSES AND
GLASS BOTTLES ONTO THE FIELD.

Bishop’s Stortford 1st XV
BLUE AND WHITE
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Seb Brownhill
Declan Caulfield
Ben Harrison-Price
James Apperley
Tom Lewis
Luis Ball
Dan Elsom
Baxter Wilson
Tom Banks
Austin Pope
Chris Smith
James Ayrton
Sam Winter (c)
Josh Stannard
Nick Hankin
REPLACEMENTS
Tom Petty
Tom McCrone
Charlie Kingham
George Cullen
Jake Spivey

Match Day Sponsors

Director of Rugby Andy Long | Team Manager Darren Orbart |
Lead Physio Jade Leeder | Assistant Physio Adam Mufti | Assistant Physio Tom Phillips
Defence Coach Marcus Cattell | Attack and Backs Coach Tom Coleman | Blues Head Coach Jimmy Bloxham
Backs Transition Coach Ash Boyle | Forwards Transition Coach Rob Faiers
34 Head of Strength and Conditioning Ben Sheath |- Assistant
Strength and Conditioning Coach Adam Vine

Referee Sam Phillips
Assistant Referee 1 Alexis Manley
Assistant Referee 2 James Pidding
REUSABLE, RIGID PLASTIC GLASSES ARE
AVAILABLE AT THE BAR. PLEASE ASK FOR ONE
IF YOU INTEND TO TAKE YOUR DRINK OUTSIDE.

Sale FC

RED AND NAVY BLUE
Dan Birchall
Oli Longmore
Matt Talaese
Rhys Davies
Nick Gray
Stone Priestly-Nangle
Andrew Hughes (c)
Jake Barron
Matt Bradley
Chris Johnson
Paddy Ah’Van
Johnny Leota
Fergus Mulchrone
Tom Brady
Jonty Rawcliffe
REPLACEMENTS
Dan Matthews
Sam Dugdale
Jake Pope
Emiliano Rivas
Anthony Bingham

Man of the Match Sponsors

Director of Rugby: Jonathan Keep
Coaches: Neil Briggs, and Tony ‘Tote’ Howcroft
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DELIVERING THE SUPPORT
TO SUCCEED

WELFARE, ACCOMMODATION AND
MODULAR BUILDING FACILITIES FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY
      

We make it easy...

Call

01375 398 398

Davlav is one of the largest independent suppliers of welfare,
accommodation and modular facilities in the South of England.
Servicing the construction industry for more than 25 years, we offer
portable toilets, mobile and static welfare units, accommodation and
storage units, modular solutions and septic tank emptying services.

Click

davlav.com

Chindits News

BY MAX OLIVER, CHINDITS CAPTAIN
The Chindits have embarked into our second season in HMMT 2
and we have had a fairly strong start to the season so far having
played 7, won 5 and lost 2. A couple of our notable victories came against highly
fancied Enfield Ignations 26-24 and secondly another close encounter against
newly promoted Old Grammarians 40-34, defence was clearly optional in that one…
My regular Sunday message to get a team ready for
the following Saturday has been met with a mixed
level of response so far this season. Some respond
available or unavailable, some choose to ignore the
message completely and act like Saturdays are for
something other than rugby and some choose to send
me questionable images (at least it’s a response). To
date we have had 54 different blokes represent the
Chindits this year, from ex 1st team players, current 1st
team players – Austin Pope (thank me later Longy),
ex colts, a 52 year old prop and even TV’s very own Mr
Drew. A truly diverse bunch.
A massive thanks goes out to our new sponsors
The Horn at The Half Moon. A regular watering hole
for a lot of the BSRFC membership and it’s great to
welcome them into the Chindits family. The boys are

loving our new kit and polo shirts, however I have had
a few grumbles about me not ordering any 3XL/4XL
playing shirts. I’m sorry lads but I thought the tighter
fit showed off your figures better!
As we head into the second half of the season we have
the cup to look forward to, starting away at OAs in
early January and then also aiming to secure a top half
league position. If anyone is looking to get back into
the game please give me a shout and we would be
more than happy to have you along!
If I don’t write another piece before the end of the
season I’ll see you all at the Players Dinner where my
speech promises to be as politically correct as usual.
Yours in Rugby,
Max Oliver
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K M D F A M I LY W E A LT H M A N A G E M E N T
Expert independent financial planning & advice.
Preserve & grow family wealth so future generations
can benefit from your legacy.

• Financial Planning & Education

• Bloodline Protection & Trusts

• Investment Management

• Family Governance

• Tax & IHT Planning

• Legacy Planning

LO N D O N

-

STANSTED

-

CAMBRIDGE

-

SAFFRON WALDEN

KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd.
Tel: 01279 647 663
enquiries@kmdpwm.co.uk

www.kmdpwm.co.uk
KMD Private Wealth Management Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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Match Report
ROSSLYN PARK 38 - 16 BISHOP’S STORTFORD
Despite the many changes to their lineup from last week, Stortford started well,
dominating possession and territory
for the first five minutes, only for their
defence to be cut to pieces by some
clever interplay by the Park backs, with
their left wing taking a perfectly-timed
inside pass from the 10 to slice through
Stortford’s first line of defence and giving
a well-weighted pass to their 13 to canter
in for a converted try.
The visitors battled back, though, forcing two
kickable penalties after 9 and 11 minutes, both
of which Austin Pope converted to narrow the
gap to 1 point. Unfortunately, another effort
from long range 4 minutes later fell short and,
with 19 minutes gone, Rosslyn Park widened
their lead to 4 points, after another piece of
cleverly-worked rugby in their midfield had
put their left winger clear only for him to be
hauled down a few metres short of the line further good Stortford defence limited the
damage to 3 points. With some 30 minutes
gone, it was Stortford’s turn to show their
handling skills and, although lacking the home
side’s incisiveness, they managed to stretch
the opposition defence left then right and,
but for a knock on some 15 metres out, would
surely have registered their own try. As it was,
the chance went begging and, with both Will
Roberts and Harrison King absent due to earlier
injuries, the scrum came under increasing
pressure and the lineouts faltered, allowing
Rosslyn Park steadily to take control. It took
a piece of individual brilliance from the home
side’s outstanding No 7, though to make the
breakthrough, when he burst from the base of
a ruck and chipped ahead to take his side to
the Stortford try line. The visitors couldn’t cope
with a powerful shove at the resultant 5 metre
scrum and a penalty try was awarded. As time

was running out in the half,
salt was poured into the wound, when another
Stortford lineout error gave up possession
well inside Stortford’s half and the home side
exploited the chance ruthlessly, finding a gap
in the defensive line close to a breakdown after
three phases of quickly-moved possession.
The try went to the inside centre and the
easy conversion took the half-time lead to a
flattering 18 points.
This gap was quickly stretched to 25 points,
when a poor Stortford clearance kick after
the restart gave the home side a lineout
inside the opposition 22 and, despite some
determined tackling, two penalties were forced
and a further lineout from the second quickly
brought a forward try out wide, which was
extremely well converted. With quarter of an
hour gone, Stortford won a rare breakdown
penalty and quick handling right and then
switched left, gave Nick Hankin room out wide
to sprint in the corner for an unconverted try.
The game was more even now, but it was still
Rosslyn park that registered the next try, taking
advantage of some loose defence of a chip
kick to the Stortford line, to pounce, as the
ball squirted over the line from the side of a
ruck . The conversion was duly made, but the
visitors quickly countered, gaining a foothold
in the opposition 22 thanks to a powerful Chris
Smith run. Unfortunately, they were unable
to finish the move as decisively as Park had
repeatedly done and had to resort to more
attritional rugby. The game now became a bit
fractious, with a violent high tackle by a home
forward not helping lower temperatures, as the
culprit was fortunate to get away with only a
yellow card. Eventually, with time running out,
Stortford took advantage of the extra man
and, aided by a couple of well-cut lines, were
rewarded with a try to James Apperley, the
final whistle going immediately after the failed
conversion attempt.
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Buy a used car
from M J Warner

Your trusted local Volkswagen
retailer since 1980...
...AND PROUD SPONSORS OF

Shirt sponsors for BSRFC Mitres

Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club

Sales
Servicing
Accident repairs
M J Warner

Hare Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 0EA
Telephone: 01763 289 472

www.mjwarner.co.uk
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Gigasoft Data Backup

We try harder.
Backup and disaster recovery for Education and Business
CALL NOW

01279 465 654

www.gigasoftdatabackup.co.uk

Opening Hours
Opening
Lunch Hours
Open 7 days
a week
Lunch
11.30am
2.00pm
Open to
7 days
a week
11.30am
Dinnerto 2.00pm

Sunday - Dinner
Thursday
5.00pm
to 11.00pm
Sunday
- Thursday
Friday
& Saturday
5.00pm
to 11.00pm
5.00pm
to midnight
Friday
& Saturday
5.00pm to midnight

Find Us
Find Us

24 Hadham Road,
Bishop’s Stortford,
CM23
2QS
24 Hadham
Road,
Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2QS
01279 507777/658888
01279 507777/658888

Order Online
Order Online

www.zara-dining.com
www.zara-dining.com

Modern
ModernIndian
IndianDining
Dining
ininElegant
Surroundings
Elegant Surroundings

We are a family friendly restaurant, serving innovative Indian
cuisine
those
whofriendly
enjoy good
food and
wine innovative
with friends
in a
Wefor
are
a family
restaurant,
serving
Indian
relaxed
in thegood
heartfood
of Bishops
cuisine
for atmosphere
those who enjoy
and wineStortford.
with friends in a
relaxed atmosphere in the heart of Bishops Stortford.
Why not pop in for just a glass of wine or one of our specially
selected
before
yourormeal.
Why not pop
in forcocktails
just a glass
of wine
one of our specially
selected cocktails before your meal.
Or order a take-away by phone or from our web site.
Or order
- 41a- take-away by phone or from our web site.
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In the spotlight BY OLLIE JONES
WILL ROBERTS
Will ‘Chesty’ Roberts, where do I start?
A man renowned for his rogue style of play,
horrendous chat and questionable commitment to
training. I will try to keep this short, just like Will’s
Blackheath career, so let’s delve into the mess that
is, Will Roberts.
3rd March 2018 was a normal Saturday for most,
however, for Will, it was a day he will never
forget. A “rest” week allowed the majority of the
squad to relax on a fine spring morning, but for
some it meant a gym session with ex-strength
and conditioning coach/freak Richard Gill.
After a casual 3-minute cycle, and questionable
stretching, Will thought it would be a good idea
to jump straight into a one rep max deadlift
‘competition’. For those of you who do not know
what a deadlift is, here’s a brief description. ‘The
deadlift is a weight training exercise in which a
loaded barbell is lifted off the ground to the level
of the hips’. Whilst the majority of the group took
it easy due to the ‘this is long’ mentality, Will had
other ideas. After successfully lifting 180kg he
decided to have a rest, a breather. He then rejoined the group, adding the weight equivalent to
a large female black bear (apparently). Body stiff,
cold and seizing up, he successfully completed
one rep at 240kg. Keen to prove the Blackheath
doubters wrong he attempted a second, only to
trap a nerve from a disc bulge resulting in the
need of surgery. Chin up Chesty! Watching Will
hobble over to the gym’s sofa and struggle to
get into his car will always be one of the funniest
things I have ever seen. During a conversation
with him the following day he informed me that
he phoned 999 due to the inability to get out of
bed. After a year recovering, it’s good to have
Will back, offering aggression and horrendous
scrummaging to the team. Some would say
Will actually enjoys his side of the scrum going
backwards.
Will has always been a Stortford boy at heart.
Unfortunately starting at The Stortford College,
he found his way back to Silver Leys post
Loughborough University. After a successful spell

at Blackheath failing to
make their second team’s bench, just like a
postman, he returned. Everyone was excited
to have such a prolific, dynamic and physical
prop back after gaining experience from the
well establish Nat 1 club. I would like to say the
experience he picked up from Blackheath playing
in National 1 was invaluable, however, this isn’t
true. His time at Blackheath consisted of filling
water bottles, holding tackle bags and making
coffees, all for a cushty £1000 per month.
I feel you can’t really gauge the type of person
Will is based on my opinion so let’s hear from
some other people within the BSRFC squad.
Describe Will Roberts in one word:
Sean Edwards (BSRFC Scrummaging ‘Guru’):
Special
Ben Harrison (BSRFC troll): Funny
Dec Caulfield (BSRFC stalwart): Swaggering
Sam Winter (BSRFC 1st XV Captain): Spectrum
Now let’s compare this to the man himself whilst
he was caught off guard on a recent night out:
Will Roberts: Trustworthy!
The clear contrast in opinions shows how deluded
Will is. However, it does show one thing; he is
a popular and charismatic figure within BSRFC
and a solid mate. Having Will back in the blue
and white these past seasons has been a massive
boost to the squad, and he is showing his worth.
His ability to make anyone laugh no matter the
situation, make light of everything
and, most importantly, bump
the smallest player on
the opposition team, is
something we all hope
continues. With no
future plans of moving
to another club, again,
he is one Bridge
House ban away from
being a true Stortford
legend!
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BARONS
STANSTED.

YOUR LOCAL MINI RETAILER.

As an authorised MINI Retailer, Barons Stansted offers the highest levels of service
and expertise in the local area. Whether it’s a New or Approved Used MINI, or even
a service, our commitment is to maintain the highest of standards. We are proud
supporters of the local community and offer preferential rates to BSRFC members.

SEARCH: BARONS STANSTED or call us on 01279 755906
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Club Stortford
NOW IN ITS FIFTH SEASON, CLUB STORTFORD
WAS SET UP BY A SMALL WORKING PARTY, TO
SUPPORT THE 1STXV SQUAD AFTER PROMOTION
TO NATIONAL LEAGUE RUGBY IN 2013/14. OUR AIM
IS “TO ENSURE BISHOP’S STORTFORD RFC HAS
A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE IN NATIONAL LEAGUE
RUGBY AND CONTINUES TO NURTURE HOME
GROWN TALENT.”
Working in conjunction with the 1stXV
coaching team, CS provides funding
for various expenditure beyond the
financial resources of the main club.
Director of Rugby, Andy Long, has
reiterated on a number of occasions
the importance he attaches to the
financial support given by Club
Stortford. Quite simply, without it’s
support, the team would not be able to
perform at such currently high levels.
We continue to look for new members,
to allow us to broaden and deepen the
extent of our support.
We would urge you to consider joining
Club Stortford. If you are interested
and would like further information,
please contact our secretary,
Russell Cattell 07778 101988
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The Oval Club
The Oval Club was formed in 1998 by some Bishop’s Stortford
Rugby Football Club members who wanted to find a way of raising funds to
improve the playing facilities of the Club with the mission statement:
‘To contribute towards promoting the highest possible standard of rugby
throughout Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Football Club’
The Oval Club is an autonomous body and
entirely independent of the Rugby Club’s
operations. None of the Committee members
hold a position or appointment in the Rugby
Club’s infrastructure. The Oval Club does not
seek to influence decisions of the Rugby Club.
It responds to requests for financial assistance
for projects which have been approved by the
Rugby Club’s Executive Committee and which
fall within its mission statement.

• Rabbit fencing,
• Replacement of goal posts,
• Refurbishing the changing room showers,
• Purchase of physiotherapy equipment,
• Playing equipment and travel costs for all
teams,
• Supporting youth and mini through tours, kit
and additional playing facilities,
• Junior coaching courses.

Funds are raised by monthly contributions from
the Members two thirds of which are set aside
for Rugby Club projects with the other third
reserved for social events for Members.
To date The Oval Club has raised over a quarter
of a million pounds with the Rugby Club
receiving more than £150,000.
The Oval Club makes contributions to the
Rugby Club for one off projects which are
of long term value and not part of on-going
budget requirements. Often these contributions
have been made to the Club to enable it to
secure grants from the Rugby Football Union
and other sources.

On the social side there are annual Members’
events. Currently these are:
• A self-supporting golf day at one of the local
golf clubs,
• An Annual Dinner and Forum,
• A First Team Home lunch,
• A First Team Away coach trip and lunch.
Through its contributions The Oval Club plays
a considerable part in helping the Rugby Club
enhance its playing related facilities for the use
and benefit of all members of the Club.

So far, major contributions have been made
towards the cost of:

Anyone who is interested in joining The
Oval Club should contact a member of the
Committee below.
The Oval Club Committee:
Robbie Kerr - Chairman
John Robinson - Secretary
John Power- Treasurer
Mark Caulfield
Mike Howatson

• Flood lighting the main pitch,
• Floodlighting the back field pitches,
• Pitch repair and maintenance,
• Improvement of the playing surfaces, 		
including the purchase of a verti-drainer,
• Drainage of the back field pitches,

January 2019
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Reedside Ltd
(Ben Clarke)

Offices To Let
From starter units of 150sq. ft. increasing in size.
All with parking, near to railway station.
Keen prices, lease or licence.

Tel: 01279 658 301

Fax: 01279 506 126
Email: jsbclarke@zoo.co.uk
Properties:
The Maltings, Southmill Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts.
The Maltings, Station Road, Sawbridgeworth, Herts.
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Safer, easier, quicker ... better connected!

tel: 03332 400919

web: www.connectscaffolding.co.uk
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EXCELSIOR KITCHENS

Established in 2000, Excelsior Kitchens are one of the leading fitted kitchen specialists in East Anglia, the
South and London. With a wide range of materials, colours and styles, we can find a solution for all projects,
budgets and locations. Our experienced designers can offer expert advice and a professional service.

EXCELSIORKITCHENS.COM
3 Takeley Business Centre, Dunmow Road, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6SJ - T 01279 870700
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Thremhall Park is a beautifully restored, classic
neo-Georgian building, set in 12 acres of historic
parkland. We offer modern serviced offices, co-working
spaces, virtual services & meeting rooms.
Call
Mail
Visit

0333 00 66 330
hello@mantlebusinesscentres.co.uk
mantlebusinesscentres.co.uk
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We’ll work around the
clock to find a buyer
for your property…
Considering a move this year?
With a wealth of local knowledge Russell
Property can advise you on the best ways
to maximise your homes full potential
when moving.
Please call 01279 501500 to speak to one
of our property professionals who will help
guide you through the moving process.

SOLD
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Propel your business into the New Season.
Propel your business into the New Season.
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Get in touch now to find out more.

01279 602700

01279 602709

01279 602700
www.systemone.co.uk

01279 602709
www.systemtwo.co.uk

www.systemone.co.uk

www.systemtwo.co.uk
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Proud Sponsors of the
BSRFC Youth Teams
With over 60 years of experience we are well
placed to undertake your building projects.
From a simple extension to a complete
refurbishment or a new build home,
we can help.
With a reliable, modern and forward thinking
approach to Building why not give us a
TRY!
CONTACT US
Tel: 01279 717937 / 07811 453307
Email: info@littleacregroup.co.uk
Website: www.littleacregroup.co.uk
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BSRFC Ladies Update
Hi all, Becks and Cat here to give you
the forwards and backs perspective on
our season so far!

We must mention those
members of the team who are currently MIA DTI
(Missing In Action, Due To Injury), some of whom
have been a great loss to the team:

It’s been all change for BSRFC Ladies this season,
with a new league, new players, new injuries, new
coaches and of course… new hairstyles.

Nikky (ACL), Imogen (ACL), Raquel (neck-ache)
Elouise (MCL), Vicks (limp wrist), Jai (broken leg
and probably ACL).

Despite all the changes, we have played really
well with true Stortford grit and determination.
Unfortunately, however, a number of our
opponents have played just that little bit better.
What has been shocking is the losses we’ve
suffered in the post-match, pint-downing
competitions… not mentioning any names
(*cough* Mia, Charlie, Chloe and Emma *cough*)

AWOL players – if seen, please return to the bar:
Carly (last seen in surgical stockings), Alex (gone
Dutch), Jas (last seen gallivanting at a glamourous
location near you).

What continues to be our strength - other than
never letting up the intensity and being too
pig-headed to actually admit defeat – is the fact
we have three really tall players – Emily, Yas and
captain, Georgia. The rest of us hobbits just shuffle
along behind them.
Speaking of Hobbits, Canadian Carleigh has
managed to offload the ball at least twice this
season - a new forwards record which remains
a challenge for the rest of the pack, including
Hayley!
For the Stortford backs, it’s not just about the
highlights, slim-fitting kit and patchy tans – our
backs have put in a real shift. They have even
managed to both ship the ball out to the wing
AND score some tries. However, they still struggle
with the concept of catching the ball whilst
moving, as Kate, Gemma, Millie and Ella will testify.
Our half-back Hawkins says: ‘It’s really hard to do
two things at once’, whilst sipping a pint in one
hand and smoking a cigarette in the other…

A special mention must be given to WGC medic,
Lauren, and our resident non-physio, Jennie –
without them we wouldn’t have half the injuries
we do!
Thanks to our part-time coaches, Dave, Tommy,
Joss and Jack for making us run in random
patterns for no apparent reason; the club, our
fabulous pitch side supporters (all 10 of them) and
our sponsors… please can we have a team physio?
We would like to have ended with some words of
wisdom from our coach, Paddy, but we were too
busy talking during post-training analysis… sorry,
Paddy!
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas, and we
hope to see you pitch side or at the bar in the new
year! Apparently we’re going to smash the second
half of the season, or so we have been told.
By Becks Hall and
Cat Gleed

Some players’ positions have rotated more
than the magic roundabout. But our utility
players Nikki, Abbie and Carrie make this
look easy. As they say, it’s always nice to
have the choice of hair up or down, or to
walk or to run?
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New Bishop’s Stortford scrum-half Jake Spivey
with minis Oscar Graney, left, and Arthur Longman
at the club’s pre-season photocall
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BESPOKE
FLOORING
AND CLEANING
4-5 THE
SERVICES
GREENS
BUILDINGS,
STANSTED,
CAMBRIDGE
ESSEX,
ROAD,
01279 812 CM24 8BZ
www.gffbentleyandhowell.com
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.co.uk

BSRFC
CLUB SHOP
Opening times:
Saturday 12pm - 3pm
(1st XV match days only)
Sunday 9am - 12.30pm
For further information
see the club website,
or contact
Nicola Perring on
07984 309 497

www.bsrfc.co.uk
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THE DRIVING
FORCE BEHIND

BISHOP’S STORTFORD RUGBY CLUB

We pride ourselves on providing high quality
vehicles for your self-drive hire needs
Call us today on 01279 505072
or book online at www.palmerandmartin.co.uk
Proud sponsors of

Unit 14, Twyford Business Centre
London Road
Bishop’s Stortford
Hertfordshire
CM23 3YT
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INDIVIDUAL STYLE

YOUR LOCAL BLIND AND SHUTTER SUPPLIER

BLINDS | SHUTTERS | AWNINGS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.stortblinds.co.uk- 59 -| Tel:01279 504121

A safe pair
of hands
Wealth Management
Chartered Financial Planners
Pension & Retirement Specialist
Residential & Commercial Mortgages

www.waldencapital.co.uk
01799 521017 | info@waldencapital.co.uk
The Old Gun Rooms | 17 High Street | Saffron Walden | Essex | CB10 1AT

Walden Capital is a trading style of White Label Financial Services Ltd which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (registration no. 491834)

Tubby BY MICK COLEMAN
Chris Davies, aka Tubby, let’s be honest, can be
a cantankerous old sod who has absolutely no
problem in telling you your fortune if he deems
it necessary! The flip side of that description is a
really caring, kind bloke who will go the extra mile
to help you (as long as he likes you, that is!), and
is someone that is absolutely passionate about
Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club. Also, he was a fairly
tasty rugby player in his time...
Born and bred in Much Hadham, Tubby joined
Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club whilst still at
Hadham Hall School, and it soon became obvious
that this abrasive, competitive hooker could
succeed at a higher level. So, with great help and
encouragement, from Bob Green in particular,
Tubby headed north to Bedford. Not the Bedford
that we know now, but the 70’s Bedford, who were
right up there as one of the best teams in the land,
and boasted, amongst their ranks, top internationals
and British Lions players. It wasn’t long before
Tubby found himself packing down for the first
team, competing against legendary front rows such
as the feared Pontypool trio of Price, Windsor and
Faulkner, always a nice friendly place to go and play
your rugby! Remember, this was uncompromising
rugby, when the forwards played to their own
set of laws, as can be witnessed by the state of
Tubby’s nose! Having been part of Bedford’s John
Player Cup winning side in 1975. Tubby returned
to Stortford, complete with back injuries, where,
unable to dislodge his long term friend and running
partner Sid Sidey from hooker, (who just happened
to be captain) he played a couple of seasons in the
back row, which included a County Cup win, before
his injuries got the better of him and he retired.
Tubby now became club coach... With total
enthusiasm and dedication, Tubby used his
Bedford experience to bring a bit more skill and
professionalism to the team. Using inspirational
coaching terms such as ‘get your spanners on it’
and ‘the ball’s an egg, if you drop it, it will break’,
Tubby’s teams became fairly successful, winning a
promotion and another County Cup win in 1996. A
highlight for Tubby was coaching the young Ben
Clarke, whom he decided didn’t stand a hope in hell
of ever being a back rower, and was much better

suited to the second
row! Well spotted Tubs...
When I say he was coach, it not
only included forwards, backs, attack and defence,
but he was also the medic, the kit man (including
laundry) and the groundsman. Oh, and he also had
a full time job as an engineer at Gilbeys distillery in
Harlow! Whilst his coaching credentials were never
in doubt, the same could not be said of his medical
abilities. After a midweek floodlit match, our prop
Peter Allen, reported in with an injured leg, which
Tubby decided needed ultrasound treatment (as
coincidentally, did every other injury). When Peter
finally stopped screaming, and came down from
the ceiling, he was sent to hospital where he was
diagnosed with a broken leg. Ouch!
Having finally retired as coach and desperate to
stay on as something – indeed anything - Tubby
became a club employee, becoming the clubs full
time groundsman, coupled with responsibilities for
clubhouse cleaning. I think it’s fair to say, that his
abilities to prepare a half decent playing surface
outweigh his abilities in the cleaning department!
although this was helped considerably by his flat
refusal to let anyone, other than the first’s play on
his hallowed turf! This, of course, is grossly unfair on
Tubby. Our top pitches were regularly under water
and in a very poor state, whilst the back pitches
were frequently a muddy, ankle deep quagmire.
Against a backdrop of vastly increased usage, the
standard of our playing surfaces have, over many
years, improved dramatically, mostly due to Tubbys
efforts. He has also worked tirelessly over the years
to make sure that the ‘social’ teams in the club have
a voice, the beer cellar and bar function properly,
and was a main mover in bringing together club
and school rugby, both private and public, for the
benefit of all parties. He has also served a successful
3 year term as club President, a position he held
with immense pride, during which time he became
notorious for forgetting the punch lines to his jokes!
We all know he can be frustrating, but no-one
should ever underestimate the vast amount of
fantastically good work, much of it behind the
scenes, that Tubby has done and continues to do,
for this club over so many years.
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Proud sponsors of
Bishop’s Stortford RFC
ADVERT - FERNWOOD CORPORATE FINANCE

Helping you complete
Business
acquisitions

Management
buy outs

Business
sales

Independent corporate finance,
consulting and private equity services
for East Anglia and the South East.
forwardcf.co.uk
T: 01279 215559 E: hello@forwardcf.co.uk
Thremhall Park, Start Hill, Bishop’s Stortford CM22 7WE
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VetRun180 is an adventure therapy Charity.
We take physically and mentally injured military veterans on challenging
4x4 off road driving expeditions to aid their recovery.

WWW.VETRUN180.ORG

“IF IT DOESN’T CHALLENGE YOU, IT WON’T CHANGE YOU”
Proud to be the BSRFC President’s chosen charity for the 19/20 season
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Presents

An evening with Brian Wood MC
Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club
Friday 21st February 2020 • 7pm for 7.30pm until 12pm

Brian Wood MC, former Colour Sergeant, Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment
was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry in combat following his
courageous leadership under enemy fire in Iraq.
In the heat of a lethal close quarters battle, he seized the initiative, taking a
split-second decision to lead his men into the teeth of enemy fire in the first
bayonet charge by British soldiers in 25 years.
3 course sit down dinner plus entertainment and a charity auction
Tables of 10, £500 per table
Places are limited, book early to avoid disappointment.
To reserve your places email: Matt Abbott: matt@vetrun180.org
www.vetrun180.org
SPONSORED BY
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Bishop’s Stortford RFC

MATCH DAY EXPERIENCE
BEHIND THE SCENES WITH THE 1ST XV

As part of the Clubs ethos ‘to be a strong
and successful rugby club united from
Senior to Mini’s, trusted and valued by our
community’ the BSRFC Director of Rugby,
Andy Long, Club Captain Sam Winter, &
the rest of the 1st XV Squad provide an
insight for our “Mini & Junior” Members
into what goes on behind the scenes as
the Players prepare for a National League

1 Match. The day kicks off with a Q&A in
the 1st XV Changing Room, followed by
Training, Games & Warm up Sessions with
the Coaches and Players. They then form
the “Players Tunnel” alongside the “Blazers”
to welcome both the opposition and the 1st
XV onto the pitch before the game. Their
experience culminates with Post Match
Photos alongside the Players.

SPONSORED BY
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WHY NOT JOIN...

Bishop’s Stortford Rugby Club?
AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER:

• You will receive notices and newsletters
• Will be entitled to a reduced entrance
fee on 1st XV Match Days
• You’ll get 10% Bar Discount
• You will become a part of a thriving 		
and vibrant community of like 			
minded people
If you would like to join our club
please email our membership
secretary via:
bsrfcmembership@gmail.com
and they will guide you through
the process.
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ADVERT - WESTBURY

01245 326500
westburygardenrooms.com
Call to visit our Essex Factory and Showroom
46-52 Cutlers Road, South Woodham Ferrers, Essex, CM3 5XJ
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