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Site:    Forge Wood  

Name:    Forge Wood, Brightling, East Sussex 

Grid Reference:  TQ 65102140  

Status Heritage:  None 

Status other:   Ancient Semi-natural woodland and part SSSI 

County:   East Sussex 
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Parish/es:   Brightling 

Owner:    Mr Jamie Simpson @ 

EH Site Type  n/a 

Description:  A range of heritage features, surviving in ancient woodland forming part of 

Dallington Forest  

Date:   Medieval & Post-medieval 

Surveyor/Recorder:  Dr Nicola R. Bannister [Ashenden Farm, Bell Lane, Biddenden, Kent] 

Event:    Archaeological Assessment February 2016 

Ground Cover:   Bluebells, bramble  

Geology: Wadhurst Clay and Ashdown Sandstone of Hastings Beds 
1
 

Condition: Good to excellent 
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1 Soils Survey for England and Wales 1986. 
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Description    Archaeological Period    From   To 
 

 

Hunting societies   Upper Palaeolithic    30,000  10,000 BC 

Hunter-gather societies  Mesolithic     10,000-8,000 4,000-3,500 BC 

The first agriculturalists  Neolithic     3,500  2,100 BC 

Beginning of metal working in bronze Bronze Age    2,100  600 BC 

Beginning of metal working in iron Iron Age     600 BC  AD 43 

    Romano-British    AD 43  AD 410 

    Anglo-Saxons [or Early Medieval]  AD 410  1066 

    Medieval     1066  1540 

    Post-medieval    1540  1800 

    Modern     1800  Present 

 

  



FORGE WOOD, BRIGHTLING 

EAST SUSSEX 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 

- 5 - 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The survey reported here covers about 23 ha of Forge Wood in Dallington Forest in the 

parish of Brightling, East Sussex. Forge Wood is designated as an ancient semi-natural 

woodland and a Plantation on Ancient Woodland site [PAWs]. The area surveyed is now a 

restored PAWs where most of the conifers and all the rhododendron have been removed over 

the past 10 years.  The woodland surveyed forms part of the larger wood known as Forge 

Wood and it lies within the medieval forest or chase of Dallington. It also forms an ecological 

buffer to a gill woodland Site of Special Scientific Interest [SSSI] along the Willingford 

stream. This report presents the results of a Level 1 Walkover Archaeological Assessment as 

part of the Forestry Commission’s England Woodland Grant Management Plan for the 

woodland. The walkover identified and recorded heritage features using a Forestry 

Commission [FC] compartment by compartment structure. Management guidelines are given 

for the range of features identified and for those needing particular care due to their fragility 

such as the charcoal hearths.  

 

The majority of the features identified relate to the management of the woods for fuel the iron 

industry and then the hope industry. In the early 20th century parts of the wood were planted 

with exotic trees as part of a gentrification of the Glaziers Estate. The land use history can be 

traced by the survival of the heritage features within and around Forge Wood. 

 

 
Line of hollies in FC cpt 3c an area of mixed specied coppice 
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1. Introduction 

 This summary assessment has been compiled from the results of an Archaeological 

Assessment of Forge Wood undertaken in February 2016 as part of a Forestry Commission 

England Woodland Grant Scheme. Management objective No. 5 in the FC plan is; -  

 

Historic: ensure that the woodland archaeology is maintained in its current condition, and 

further researched where possible. 

 

The aim of an archaeological or heritage assessment
2
 is to provide a baseline record of the 

archaeological features preserved within the woodland called Forge Wood, near Brightling in 

East Sussex. This will inform future forestry management policies for the woodland and to 

help in understanding how the wood has been managed in the past. The survey comprised a 

day undertaking the field survey, a day in the East Sussex Record Office, a day synthesizing 

the information and creating the GIS maps, followed by two days report writing and 

completing the survey. The archive work concentrated on establishing what maps where 

available for the area and to locate the key material which may have related to the history of 

the wood both primary archives and secondary publications. 

 

Forge Wood comprises a mixture of ancient woodland (oak standards with hazel and 

hornbeam coppice) together with small areas of wet valley alder woodland along the edges of 

streams. The main gill valley is designated as an SSSI and parts are designated as PAWs 

sites. A range of individual features were recorded, ranging from, wood banks to field banks, 

hollow ways, charcoal hearths and saw pits. Also surviving in the wood are magnificent 

specimens of veteran beech pollards of about circa 300 years old. The main access track from 

Glazier’s Forge south to the Brightling road divides the wood and forms the main central axis 

along which the FC compartments (1b 1c, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d) are aligned. The public footpath on 

the east side forms the alignment for FC compartments 2a-3c. Compartment 1a follows the 

west side of the wood along the edge of the valley.  

 

Forge Wood forms part of a wider network of woodlands extending east and westwards 

which collectively are known as Dallington Forest – a medieval forest which was subject to 

forest jurisdiction and forest laws. 

 

2. Summary History  

 Forge Wood has been woodland since at least AD 1600 and probably was enclosed in 

the medieval period from the medieval forest of Dallington. It is strongly associated with 

Glaziers Forge a site of iron product which has now been converted to a small farmstead. 

 

In 1840 Glaziers Forge Farm was owned by Lord Ashburnham and tenanted by William 

Dawes. Lord Ashburnham had acquired the forge in the mid C18 and it was last in use 1785 

                                                        
2 English Heritage 2007. Understanding the Archaeology of Landscapes. A guide to good recording practice. 

English Heritage 
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when he leased it to James Bourne. Brightling alias Glazier’s Forge was formerly owned by 

the Pelhams (of Stanmer Park) and was operated in conjunction with Bibleham forge using 

pig iron from Waldron furnace. 
3
 

 

The tithe map for the parish of Brightling records Forge Wood as No 51 part of Dallington 

Forest owned and occupied by Lord Ashburnham and comprising 66 acres 1 rod. Lord 

Ashburnham owned a large part of Dallington Forest as part of his estate at Ashburnham. The 

forest was a prime source of timber, underwood and charcoal for his iron operations at 

Panneridge Furnace as well as Brightling. 

 

Prior to the wood’s association with Glazier’s forge in the C16 forge wood probably formed 

part of Blackbrooks Wood described in a lease of 1664.
4
 Richard Glyd owned the manor of 

Worth which included Great and Little Worge Farms, which lie to the east of Forge Wood.
5
 

This property eventually passed to the Fullers of Brightling Park in 1745.
6
  

 

A more detailed search of the Ashburnham and Pelham archives at The Keep is 

recommended to try and establish more about the history of Forge Wood. 

 

2.1. Recent History 

 During the initial search of the archives little information was found for the recent 

history of the site. It is thought that the Galzier’s Forge Farm and its land was purchased by a 

brewer from London, in the early part of the C20 and who set about creating a country estate. 

This was achieved by planting up Forge wood which some exotic conifers, rhododendrons 

and managing the veteran beech pollards to create a more parkland or picturesque wood. The 

entrance gates and brick pillars were also constructed at this time. 

  

3. Archaeological significance of heritage features 

 The heritage features recorded during this archaeological assessment are of local and 

regional significance, some of which, such as the wood banks date back to the medieval 

period or possibly earlier. The archaeological resource preserved within the woods reflects 

the centuries of continued woodland management integrated with the local industrial and 

farming activities. 

 

The site is characterized by numerous hollow ways all leading towards the site of the forge. 

Aligned with the hollow ways are a number of charcoal hearths and several saw pits. These 

hollow ways are probably contemporary with the iron site. However a number of routeways 

could be much older. Traces of a low wide and curving bank were also recorded suggesting a 

pre-post-medieval boundary. Quarries and small extraction pits were also a feature of the 

wood, reflecting the exploitation not only of the vegetation but also the underlying geology. 
                                                        
3 Cleere and Crossley 1995. The Wealden Iron Industry. p318-319 
4 SAS RF 13/27 30th August 1664. Lease for a year of Woods in Brightling. Richard Glyd to Richard Chandler 

and others [Blackbrooks Wood] 
5 VCH vol IX p230 
6 VCH vol IX p231 
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3.1 Forge Wood in its historic landscape context 

 Forge Wood formed part of the large medieval hunting grounds or chase known as 

Dallington Forest which included Brightling Down. At the time of Domesday in 1086 half a 

hide of the manor of Dallington was afforested and retained by the Count of Eu. It was 

sometimes called of Brightling, Worth or Burwash and its ownership followed the descent of 

the manor of Crowhurst until the end of the C16.
7
 According to Peter Brandon, the ridge top 

forests were not divided as outliers to established manors but were used as hunting grounds 

by the South Saxon Kings.
8
 These forests were out of the jurisdiction of common law and 

reserved for the hunt. They often comprised for woodland and open lawns for the deer. The 

abbey of Robertsbridge was founded in 1176 and shortly after the Count of Eu confirmed to 

the abbey his manor of Werth with Combe beside my forest of Brightling.
9
  

The value of the wooded parts of the forest probably increased when the iron industry 

developed in the C16 and large areas of the medieval hunting forest were probably converted 

from wood pasture, heathy ground etc. to coppice or coppice with standards. 

 

According to the VCH for Sussex, Brightling contained more wood than any other parish of a 

comparative size in England.
10

 Mr Hayley (rector of Brightling in the C18) records that large 

forest of waste land adjoin to Worth now called the Forest, not long ago overgrown with 

furze, but now much thinned by cutting down….. The forest became part of the estate of John 

Lord Ashburnham of Ashburnham Park and also part of the Fuller’s estate – iron masters and 

producers at Brightling Park. The Fullers owned and worked Socknersh Furnace also in 

Brightling.  

 

3.2. Types of heritage features 

 The following section looks at each group of features and assesses their heritage 

significance. It sets out management recommendations following ‘best practice’ guidance, for 

their preservation within a complex of actively managed woodland. Ancient woodland needs 

to be managed in a traditional way, coppicing together with setting out of standards or tellers. 

This in turn creates habitat for flora, invertebrates, bryophytes and fungi. The number of 

veteran pollards is high and reflects the past management of a more open woodland or wood 

pasture in the past. At the same time the historic features which are evidence of how it was 

managed in the past also should be preserved for the future. Secondary, regenerated and 

plantation woods will also preserve heritage features evidence of past non-woodland use of 

the land, which also should be protected during periods of active management. Already the 

site has undergone a period of intense management to remove the rhododendron which was 

taking over large areas. This has been undertaken in a systematic and sensitive manner which  

 

                                                        
7 VCH Sussex vol IX p233, VCH Sussex ii 324-5 
8 Brandon, P.2003 The Kent and Sussex Weald, p 46 
9 VCH Sussex vol IX p230, Dugdale, Mon. V. 668 
10 VCH Sussex vol IX page 227 
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has preserved not only the remaining ancient wood and coppice but also has revealed the 

wealth of archaeology concentrated in such a small area. 

 

The following is not the definitive list, further features may be revealed during the course of 

woodland management. Those working in the woodland should be aware of both the recorded 

sites as listed in this report and the potential for further earthworks to be revealed, in 

particular the low earth banks, old trackways and other possible saw pits and charcoal 

hearths. The present ownership boundary is in a sense artificial as it divides what was a wood 

enclosed and managed as a cohesive whole. Both the LiDAR image and the aerial 

photographs show that the heritage features and the veteran trees extend into the 

neighbouring woodland (which is also part of Forge Wood). 

 

 

 
View from north west corner by Glazier’s Forge south and east into Forge Wood 
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Map 1.  Forge Wood, Brightling Location of Heritage Features [See Table 1. For 

details]  
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Table 1. Summary of Heritage Features identified in part of Forge Wood, Dallington Forest, East 

Sussex. [See Map 1 for location] 

 

Survey 

Number 

FC Cpt 

Number 

Feature Grid Reference Description 

FW 1 1c Log Store TQ 65136 21227 Modern hard standing for log store and 

parking 

FW 2 2d, 2c Hollow way TQ 6516121229-

6525221193 

Hollow way to quarry FW 15 

FW 3 2d Charcoal 

Hearth 

TQ 65183 21251  

FW 4 2d Charcoal 

Hearth 

TQ 65239 21251  

FW 5 2d Platform TQ 65239 21219 Levelled platform with line of hollies and 

some stone work 

FW 6 2d Hollow way TQ 65157 212339-

65384 21305 

From Track FW 36 to NE entrance 

FW 7 3c Platform TQ 65367 21287 Rectangular platform with holly trees and 

some stone work 

FW 8 3b  Charcoal 

Hearth 

TQ 65360 21238 West side cut by track/footpath 

FW 9 3a, 3b, 

3c 

Woodbank TQ 65386 21309 – 

65330 20984 

A lynchet type bank with silted ditch ? runs 

along eastern edge of Forge Wood 

FW 10 2c Quarry TQ 65263 21174 Small quarry 

FW 11 3a Gateway TQ 65316 21093 Possible entrance or gate near to dog-leg in 

wood bank FW 9 at corner of Long Wood 

with Broomy Field 

FW 12 2c Charcoal 

Hearth 

TQ 65242 21173 Hearth by pollard 

FW 13 2d, 2c Hollow way TQ 65162 21221-

65270 21191 

Part of hollow way system to FW 15 quarry 

FW 14 2c, 2d Hollow way TQ 65198 21225-

65315 21250 

From FW 38 Charcoal Hearth joins with FW 

02 

FW 15 2b Quarry TQ 65272 21198 Small Quarry at end of Hollow ways FW 2 

and FW 13 

FW 16 2b Charcoal 

Hearth 

TQ 65260 21083  

FW 17 2b Hollow way TQ 565193121166-

565264121067 

Hollow way from Quarry FW 21  

FW 18 2b Platform TQ 65259 21135  

FW 19 2b Low bank TQ 65257 21119 Leading south from platform  FW 18 

FW 20 2b Hollow way TQ 65201 21140-

65266 21053 

Hollow way from Quarry FW 21 

FW 21 2b Quarry TQ 65268 21059 Small circular quarry 

FW 22 2b Hollow way TQ 65275 21037-

65237 21019 

Length of hollow way or ditch on same 

alignment as bank FW 28 

FW 23 2a Quarry TQ 65281 20996 Large quarry one of several here 

FW 24 1b Bank TQ 65153 21218-

65196 21004 

Low wide bank continuation of FW 39 
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Table . continued 

 

Survey 

Number 

FC Cpt 

Number 

Feature Grid Reference Description 

FW 25 1b Hollow way TQ 65128 21007-

65205 20994 

Hollow way and part bank See FW 24 & 39 

FW 26 1b  Ditch TQ 65670 21050  

FW 27 1b Ditch TQ 65091 21020 Short length of ditch 

FW 28 1b Hollow way TQ 65153 21178-

65255 20970 

Runs parallel to main track on west side 

FW 29 1a Entrance TQ 65047 21030 Entrance to wood from former hammer pond 

FW 30 1a Charcoal 

Hearth 

TQ 65190 20966 Large charcoal hearth with old stump 

FW 31 1a Saw pit TQ 65206 20991  

FW 32 1b Trackway  TQ 65149 21222-

65049 21039 

From main track to FW 29 gate way 

FW 33 1b Ditches TQ 65129 21032 Small network of irregular ditches and banks 

FW 34 1b Quarry TQ 65226 21001 At south end of hollow way FW 28 

FW 35 1a Saw pit TQ 65163 20972 On edge of slope 

FW 36 n/a Road TQ 65127 21283-

65276 20949 

Main track through wood 

FW 37 2d Hollow way TQ 65132 21288-

65382 21307 

Public bridle way / Path which forms N 

boundary of wood 

FW 38 2c Charcoal 

Hearth 

TQ 65321 21233 At end of FW 14 

FW 39 1a Ditch/Leat TQ 65045 21029-

65152 20927 

Possible leat along E edge of former hammer 

pond 

FW 40 2c Charcoal 

Hearth 

TQ 65310 21178` At end of FW 13 
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i. Wood banks  

[FC Cpt Nos: 3a, 3b, 3c, 2a ] 

 

Assessment 

Wood banks, including their associated ditches are a feature of ancient woodland. They were 

dug in order to mark ownership boundaries but also to provide a suitable earthwork on which 

to plant and maintain a stock-proof hedge when the coppice had been cut. The enclosing of 

woodland probably began when trees were being managed in a regular cycle for underwood. 

This process of enclosure reached its height in the early medieval period, when woods were 

either used primarily for grazing or for timber and underwood production. Stock control 

became important. Wood banks tend to have an asymmetrical profile with the ditch on the 

non-woodland side. The banks are generally 3.0 - 3.5m wide and up to 0.5m high, with a 

corresponding ditch. Spoil dug from the ditch was heaped on the side of the woodland and 

then trees and shrubs encouraged to grow along the top of the bank. After coppicing these 

trees were probably then laid to form a stock-proof hedge, which would grow well as the 

coppiced wood was not then high enough to shade the hedge. After about 7 years growth, 

sometimes stock were allowed back in to lightly graze the woodland ground flora.  

 

With the cessation in coppice management in the early part of the 20th century and the 

development of over-stood coppice these woodland hedges became shaded out, leaving only 

the stubs and marker trees. These veteran trees today are of considerable ecological 

importance providing habitats for specialist bryophytes and invertebrates. They are also an 

indication of how woodland was managed in the past. Stubs often mark boundaries where 

coppice coupes or divisions were laid out. 

 

Wood banks bound the west side of Forge Wood. It is well defined with a prominent bank 

and possibly a silted ditch. In parts due to the sloping nature of the ground the bank has 

developed into a lynchet (or step-like bank).  

 

The east side of Forge wood is bounded by a wood bank which for most of its length 

comprises a lynchet form with probably a silted ditch. The boundary runs north-south across 

the natural slope. On the east side of the boundary the conifer plantation occupies ground that 

was once a field, called ‘Broomy Field’ arable part of the Fuller estate in 1840.
11

 That this 

boundary is not a typical wood bank suggests that the field was enclosed from woodland 

rather than the wood enclosed from another wood or wood pasture. [see section below on 

field boundaries]. 

 

The ditches original linked in with the wider water management of the fields; drains within 

the wood were also directed into these ditches and then into the natural water courses. Wood 

banks are therefore of considerable antiquity, dating from when the woodland was enclosed 

                                                        
11 Tithe Map for Brightling c. 1840. 
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from the open wood pasture commons, or from the ‘wild wood’. In some cases they can pre-

date the local medieval parish church.  

 

Significance 

It is likely that this bank and ditch system dates from when the adjacent fields were enclosed 

from Dallington Forest. The remaining woodland or wood pasture was then managed as 

enclosed woodland. These banks are of high local significance, evidence of how the 

landscape of woods and fields were enclosed and managed. Their antiquity means that the 

banks together with the woodland they enclose are probably one of the oldest extant heritage 

features on the property. 

 

Depending on the soil types and geology, the old ground surface of the wood may survive as 

a layer in the soil beneath the bank. This old ground surface is now recognized as an 

important source for the dating of enclosures. Using a technique called Optically Stimulated 

Luminescence [OSL] light trapped as electrons in certain minerals such as quartz when they 

are buried can be released when exposed to light. 
12

 This is a technique increasingly being 

used in research in heritage sector to date boundaries and enclosures. 

 

Management 

As with all archaeological features the best form of management is to leave the banks and 

ditches undisturbed. Whilst some may advocate replanting the banks with woodland shrubs 

and creating new stock-proof hedges, this will only work where the site is being actively 

coppiced so that the new growth is not shaded out. Also it is not advised to dig earthworks as 

it will disturb stratified layers, including any buried old land surfaces. Therefore it is best just 

to manage the current tree and shrub layer, avoiding individuals getting over-stood and 

cutting back stubs. 

 

At Forge Wood as part of the woodland restoration the Forestry Commission did advise the 

replanting of the boundary with new specimen trees, which are now becoming established. 

This was to reinforce the boundary as a landscape feature. New planting on earthworks is not 

advised for any future management. If any new planting fails it is recommended not to 

replace the sapling. 

 

Any new fencing should take place away from the earthworks. Avoid taking any wheeled or 

tracked vehicles over the earthwork and plan extraction routes with care. If a route has to 

cross a wood boundary, cover the area with brash and avoid working when the ground 

conditions are soft. Remove the brash when finished. 

 

                                                        
12 Optically stimulated luminescence(OSL) 

A means of releasing the electrons stored within minerals is by exposing them to light. This has become the 

most commonly used method. As soon as the stimulating light is switched on luminescence is emitted by the 

mineral grains .As measurement continues, the electrons in the traps are emptied and the signal decreases. The 

signal is termed optically stimulated luminescence. https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-

books/publications/luminescence-dating/luminescencedating.pdf/ 

https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/luminescence-dating/luminescencedating.pdf/
https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/luminescence-dating/luminescencedating.pdf/
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Woodbank [FW 09] showing specimen tree planting 

 

 
Dog-leg in wood bank [FW 09] 

 

 
Ash stub on wood bank [FW 09] 

 

 

Beech stub by wood bank [FW 09] 

 

ii. Field Boundaries  

[FC Cpt Nos: 1a, 3a, 3b, 3c] 

 

Assessment 

Field boundary earthworks are found enclosing those areas which were formerly agrarian 

fields, and are now under naturally regenerated or plantation woodland.  

 

A distinction is drawn between these boundaries and wood banks based on their morphology. 

Generally field banks tend to have a more symmetrical profile to the bank with a ditch on 

either the field or wood side (or both). Dating field banks is more difficult compared with 

wood banks as the field banks may be contemporary with the field system enclosed from the 

medieval or earlier woodland. On the other hand the banks may form part of a later  
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reorganisation of fields and enclosures such as during the Tudor period or in the 18th century. 

As with wood banks, field banks may preserve buried soil horizons which can be dated using 

the OSL technique. [See above]. The boundary FW 09 could be in part a field boundary 

(rather than a wood bank) created when the field adjacent was carved out of the woodland -  a 

process known as assarting. Its form as a lynchet is likely to be the result of the movement of 

soil downslope (through cultivation and hill wash) which when it reaches a boundary (fence 

hedge or bank) accumulates in stratified layers, creating over time a step like feature. 

 

Significance 

The field boundaries are of local significance and are evidence of how the fields at in 

Dallington Forest were enclosed. It is likely given the shape (semi-regular) and size (small) 

of many of the old enclosures, that the field banks preserved around the secondary and 

plantation woodland are medieval and date from when the fields were cleared enclosed from 

the woodland or wood pasture. The land to the east was a former arable field (called Broomy 

Field in 1840). The boundary of FC cpt 2a with the adjacent woodland bounds an area called 

Innings in 1840 which became known as Long Wood. This bank would probably make a 

suitable candidate for sampling for OSL dating (see above). 

 

Management 

The management of field boundaries follows that for wood banks. As with all archaeological 

features the best form of management is to leave the banks and ditches undisturbed. Whilst 

some may advocate replanting the banks with woodland shrubs and create new stock-proof  

 

hedges, this will only work where the site is being actively coppiced. Also it is not advised to 

dig earthworks as it will be disturbed stratified layers, including any buried old land surfaces. 

Therefore it is best just to manage the current tree and shrub layer, avoiding individuals 

getting over-stood and cutting back stubs (see Section ix page 29). Any new fencing should 

take place away from the earthwork. Avoid taking any wheeled or tracked vehicles over the 

earthwork and plan extraction routes with care. If a route has to cross a wood boundary, cover 

the area with brash and avoid working when the ground conditions are soft. Remove the 

brash when finished. 

 

iii. Low bank 

 [FC Cpt Nos: 1a, 1b] 

 

Assessment 

A low wide bank begins close to the junction between compartments 1c and 1b at the 

northern end of the wood. It then follows a line due south before curving round eastwards and 

becoming part of a hollow way. In the middle of this earthwork (where it is most prominent) 

is a large, well-established and active badger set. So a close examination was not possible. 

The set has caused significant disturbance to the earthwork. Given the antiquity of Dallington 

Forest and its location on one of the main ridges of high ground in the High Weald, medieval  
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and earlier earthworks, boundaries, routeways are to be expected. The earthwork is 4.0 – 

5.0m wide at its maximum and about0.75m high. There does not appear to be a ditch. At its 

southern end it swings round to become incorporated into a hollow way. 

 

Another low bank [FW 19] is associated with the platform FW 18. It is goes southwards for 

about 10m. 

 
 

 

Low wide bank FW 19 

 

 

Low wide bank FW 24 

 

Significance 

These earthworks are of high local and possibly regional significance if they are associated 

with or are contemporary in age with the earlier period of Dallington Forest. Surveys of 

woodland (in particular ancient sites) elsewhere in the region are revealing field systems and 

enclosures preserved within them.
13

 As with other boundary features, an old buried soil 

surface may survive beneath the bank. 

 

Management 

As this report is a Level 1 walk-over archaeological assessment, it is recommended that a 

more detailed walk-over and measured survey [HE Level 3] is undertaken ahead of and 

during the management of the woods. This would be an ideal project for the county 

archaeological society to take on, possibly as a training day under the supervision of a 

qualified archaeologist.  

 

As with the other earthworks, the important requirement is that the earthworks are left 

undisturbed. This is difficult for linear features in woodland were active woodland 

management is to take place. By identifying the feature and marking it on the ground will 

warn workers of its presence. Avoid taking any wheeled or tracked vehicles over it. 

Extraction routes should be planned with care and where they have to go over such a feature,  

 

 

                                                        
13 Bannister, N.R. (2002) The management of Dering Wood, Smarden, since the Medieval period: archaeological and 

documentary evidence. Arch. Cant. CXXII p221-235. 
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plenty of brash should be placed over it and the work undertaken during dry or frosty 

conditions. Once the work is finished the brash should then be removed.  

 

The clearance work that has already taken place has followed best practice and the earthwork 

is well preserved (apart from the damage caused by the badgers). 

 

iv. Routeways & Hollow ways 

[FC Cpt Nos: 1a, 1b, 2, 2b, 2c, 2d, 3a, 3b, 3c] 

 

Assessment 

The main characteristic feature about the archaeology of Forge Wood is the number of 

routeways and hollow ways which fan out from the site of Glaziers Forge into the rest of the 

wood. These have been created over time by the passage of feet and hooves along the same 

alignment up and down the sloping ground and exacerbated by water erosion on the exposed 

soils of the Ashdown Beds. The Map 1 shows the relationship of the hollow ways and paths 

with other heritage features, in particular the quarries, charcoal hearths and saw pits. 

The main route [FW 36] through the surveyed area of Forge Wood from Glazier’s Forge 

southwards towards Cox’s Mill, is shown on the map of c. 1750.
14

 It is probably one of the 

older routeways as it is shown as part of a net work of routes through Dallington Forest. The 

map also shows a route leading from this and following the edge of the meadows of the 

former hammer pond before crossing the stream and into Dallington Forest on the west side. 

This crossing can be seen on the LiDAR image and is also present on the ground as a 

gateway leading into one of the meadows [FW 29]. A further track (FW 37) (which forms the 

northern boundary of the surveyed area of Forge Wood) is also recorded in c. 1750 running 

due east towards Little Worge Farm. 

 

Branching from the main route [FW 36] are numerous hollow ways. These are clearly seen 

on the LiDAR image. They are however not recorded on any other map. This suggests that 

they are routes created as part of the historic management of Forge Wood and reflect the 

intense use of the woodland during the post-medieval period as a source of charcoal, stone 

and timber for the iron industry and the subsequently for supplies for the hop industry in the 

C19. 

 

Significance 

The old drove ways and faint tracks possibly associated with the charcoal production in Forge 

Wood are of high local and regional significance. They are evidence of how the landscape 

was traversed. Most of the hollow ways terminate at either a charcoal hearth, a saw pit or a 

quarry. Only the footpath on the eastern side of the wood is shown branching into the rest of 

Forge Wood to the south. 

 

 
  

                                                        
14 ESRO ASH4393 c. 1750 Dallington Forest. 
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Hollow way FW 02 looking up-slope 

 

Hollow way FW 17 looking north 

 

 

Gateway where FW 32 trackway crosses valley into 

Dallington Forest 

 

 

Hollow way FW 28 

 

Management 

Where old routes are still in use their antiquity should be born in mind when undertaking 

repairs or other forms of management. If services are to be laid across or along sections, or 

new ditches to be dug, it is strongly recommended that an archaeological watching brief is 

undertaken to record any below ground structures. 

 

Where the routes and tracks lie preserved in the woods, the management follows that for 

other linear archaeological features. As with the other earthworks, the important requirement 

is that the earthworks are left undisturbed. This is difficult for linear features in woodland 

were active woodland management is to take place. By identifying the feature and marking it 

on the ground will warn workers of its presence and to avoid taking any wheeled or tracked 

vehicles over it. Extraction routes should be planned with care and where they have to go 

over such a feature, plenty of brash should be placed over it and the work undertaken during 

dry or frosty conditions. Once the work is finished the brash should then be removed. 

 

That deep hollow ways have formed indicate the easily eroded, sandy nature of the soils and 

geology in places combined by the steeply sloping ground. 

 

 

v. Extraction pits 
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 [FC Cpt Nos:1a, 1b, 2a, 2b] 

 

Assessment 

The Ashdown Series of the Hastings Beds provides suitable stone for building works Where 

this stone outcrops it has resulted in local, small scale quarrying and mineral extraction to 

take place. At the southern most end of the surveyed area are two large stone quarries [FW 

23] one of which lies just outside of the ownership boundary. A smaller circular one lies to 

the north [FW 21]. Another smaller quarry lies on the west side of the main track [FW 34].  

There are also several smaller areas of extraction [FW 15]. 

 

Significance 

Stone would have been needed for part of the building works at the Forge and also would 

have been used as foundations for farm barns and outbuildings as well. These quarries are of 

local heritage significance and are also of a high ecological significance. The moist 

microclimates created with the exposed stone provides habitat for bryophytes and associated 

invertebrates, some of which are local rarities. 

 

Management 

As with other archaeological features recorded during this assessment minimal disturbance is 

the optimum management recommendation. Re-coppicing of trees should be undertaken in 

rotation within and around the quarries so that the light and moisture levels are not 

dramatically altered. 

 
 

 

Quarry FW 15  

 

 

Quarry FW 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vi. Drainage Ditches and possible leat 

 [FC Cpt Nos: 1a, 1b] 
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Assessment 

Networks of drainage ditches are not a feature of this part of Forge Wood given the geology 

and topography of the site. However a few short lengths of ditches due survive but they could 

be also short lengths of hollow way leading down to the hammer pond. Running along the 

south western edge of the wood dividing it from the meadow beyond is a sinuous ditch 

following a contour level. This silted ditch may be the remains of a leat. The c. 1750 map 

shows two silted ponds with water courses on either side. It may be that there were once two 

ponds here and subsequent management of the meadows creating the drainage ditches has 

removed traces of the ponds. A leat alongside a hammer pond has been recorded at 

Hammerden Forge near Mayfield.
15

 

 

Significance 

These earthworks are of local and regional significance. Little is known about the historic 

management of Glaziers Forge see Cleere and Crossley.  

 
 

 

Possible leat ?[ FW 30]looking south 

 

 

Possible leat ?[ FW 30]looking north 

 

Management 

As with the other earthworks, the important requirement is that the earthworks are left 

undisturbed. This is difficult for linear features in woodland were active woodland 

management is to take place. By identifying the feature and marking it on the ground will 

warn workers of its presence and to avoid taking any wheeled or tracked vehicles over it. 

Extraction routes should be planned with care and where they have to go over such a feature, 

plenty of brash is placed over it and the work undertaken during dry or frosty conditions. 

Once the work is finished the brash should be removed. Although these ditches are silted they 

are likely to still be functioning as drainage features.  

  

                                                        
15 Bannister N.R. 2000. ‘ Rolf’s Farm’ Archaeological Survey. Unpublished report. for the owner 
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vii. Veteran Trees (including stubs) 

 [FC Cpt Nos: all ] 

 

Assessment 

Veteran trees are those which show evidence of senescence and decay, as well as longevity. 

Stubs on wood banks (usually hornbeam but also oak and ash) are identified as veteran trees, 

i.e. they form habitats which support invertebrates and bryophytes indicative of old trees in 

woodland. They also provide habitats for bats and other small mammals. These stubs (trees 

cut back to 3ft or 1.0m above ground level) were used as marker trees for coppice coupes or 

ownership or parish boundaries. Pollards may also be used as markers (trees cut about 10ft or 

3.0m above the ground level). Old coppice stools are also considered veteran trees. Veteran 

trees are part of the assemblage heritage features of a wood and are indicative of former 

traditional management. Other trees can be marker trees located at junctions in boundaries or 

marking routes through a wood.  

 

Veteran trees, in particular the ancient beech pollards are a significant feature of Forge Wood, 

not only of the surveyed area but they extend south east wards into the rest of Forge Wood. 

 

Significance 

These trees are of local significance and contribute to the character of wooded landscape. The 

old beech pollards are of local importance and the few other trees seen during this survey are 

indicators of past woodland management.  

 

Management 

The woodland management regime of Forge Wood is taking full account of the diverse and 

numerous veteran trees, on the site. Numerous new tellers are being managed as new pollards 

for recruitment into the veteran tree population and to provide suitable habitats for the future. 

Gradual haloing of existing trees has also taken place. It is recommended that a full veteran 

tree survey should be carried out for the site with individuals marked and plotted using GPS 

& GIS on to a base map. The Ancient Tree Forum can provide help and guidance on this.
16

 

 

Follow guidance for the management of veteran trees in ‘Ancient and Other veteran trees: 

further guidance on management’.
17

 Ensure that the crowns are kept free from shading 

coppice; If possible re-cut the stub or pollard, either by gradually reducing its height or 

removing limbs in a phased process. Avoid any new routeways passing close to avoid 

compaction of the tree roots. Site extraction tracks carefully to avoid the veterans. Consider 

planting new specimens to replace the veterans and to maintain continuity of the population. 

 

 

 

                                                        
16 http://www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk/ 
17 Lonsdale 2013 

http://www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk/
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Veteran beech pollard 

 

 

Veteran beech pollard 

 

 

viii. Levelled platforms 

 [FC Cpt Nos:] 

 

Assessment 

Woodlands also contain other apparent man-made features, especially levelled platforms, cut 

into the natural slope. These are possible sites where wood was stored before extraction, or 

before it was built into the charcoal clamps (see below). Smaller rounded or rectangular 

platforms may be the sites were domestic shelters were erected for those working in the 

woods. These platforms can at first instance appear to be charcoal hearths but they lack the 

characteristic black soil formed by the charcoal dust etc. The platform FW 07 also has shaped 

stone work associated with it as well as a line of old holly trees suggesting a hedge or barrier 

perhaps. 

 

Significance 

These platforms are significant due to their potential relationship with other features in the 

wood such as the charcoal hearths. Charcoal burning was still taking place in this area in the 

1960s. 

 

Management 

These sites are fragile and easily damaged through forestry actions. The wood has been 

carefully cleared of the invasive rhododendron revealing many of these features. Avoid siting  
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extraction routes over or near them, avoid disposing of brash on them and avoid stock piling 

timber or wood on them. In the future also avoid replanting over them. 

 

Care should also be taken when carrying out work throughout the wood as more platforms 

may still lie unrecorded. 

 
 

 

Levelled platform FW 07 

 

 

Levelled platform FW 18] 

 

ix. Charcoal hearths 

 [FC Cpt Nos:] 

Assessment 

Charcoal hearths or platforms are levelled, circular features usually cut into sloping ground, 

close to water in areas of old coppice. These were sites, frequently reused by burners, to build 

the charcoal clamp on. The clamp comprising faggots of underwood were built into round 

mounds, over which a turf or soil cover was made. Through a hole built into the top a burning 

faggot was dropped and the clamp allowed to ‘burn’ for several days. It was carefully 

controlled to limit oxygen, driving off the sap and tannins and leaving the carbonised. Once 

cooled it was bagged and carted to forges, furnaces and in the C19 used to fuel homes and 

other industries. This charcoal would when re-lit burn at a much higher temperature and thus 

was invaluable source of fuel for the iron industry. Charcoal was made both in the woodland 

and also at the furnace site. Adjacent to the hearth would be another levelled area where the 

burners hut would be. A burner would manage more than one hearth probably keeping a 

regular production going for the forges  

 

The surveyed area of Forge Wood contains at least 8 identified charcoal hearths. With further 

clearance and work it is likely that more may be revealed. They are located at the top end of 

hollow ways or are close to tracks. Beneath the leaf litter the soil is black from the 

accumulation of charcoal. 
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Significance 

 These earthworks are of local and regional importance as part of the wider landscape 

use by the ironmasters working the forge at Glazier’s and possibly other nearby ironworks. 

After the decline in iron production charcoal was used in the oasts to dry the hops.  

 

The hearths also have a direct relationship with the woodland and how it was used in the past. 

Hornbeam, Oak and Ash were all coppiced for charcoal, and there is still some hornbeam 

coppice within the wood. 

 
 

 

Charcoal hearth [FW 30 where wind blow in 1987 has revealed the 

dark soil 

 

 

Charcoal hearth [FW 03] looking north west towards the site of the 

forge 

 

 

Charcoal Hearth [FW 05] 

 

 

Charcoal Hearth [FW 08] 

 

Management 

.  Charcoal hearths are very fragile and those that survive probably date from the more 

recent periods of iron production, or even later. As with all heritage features minimal 

disturbance is important. Avoid siting extraction routes over or near them, avoid disposing of 

brash on them and avoid stock piling timber or wood on them. In the future also avoid 

replanting over them. 
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Care should also be taken when carrying out work throughout the wood as more hearths may 

still lie unrecorded in the denser undergrowth. 

 

x. Saw pits 

 [FC Cpt Nos:] 

 

Assessment 

 Sawpits are lozenge-shaped depressions with an oval mound on one side (usually on 

the down slope side). They are often found close to old access tracks on sloping ground, 

where it was ease to extract the processed timber. The pits were used to process timber trees 

into planks which were then carted from the wood. This was more cost-effective, leaving 

behind the waste wood. When woodlands were leased, saw pits were allowed to be dug and 

then supposedly back-filled. Many were not, but in Forge Wood, there are two pits lying at 

the southern end of the surveyed area. 

 

Significance 

 As with the charcoal hearths these features are an indication and evidence of how the 

wood was managed in the past. The sawpits are of local significance together with the 

charcoal hearths and may be from a time when the high timber trees were felled to make way 

for more coppice and also when timber was needed for the structures of the forge. 

 

Management 

Saw pits are not quite as fragile as charcoal hearths, however they can preserve artefacts 

within the buildup of spoil. The pit may contain saw dust, sawn planks and other remains. 

Avoid siting any extraction routes over or near them and keep undisturbed. Avoid taking 

anything over then during wet conditions. 

 
 

 

Saw pit [FW 31] 

 

 

Saw pit [FW 35] 
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4. Overall management recommendations 

 The following management recommendations are provided as guidance and ‘best 

practice’ for the long term conservation and preservation of the woodland heritage resource 

in Forge Wood. 

The key management recommendation for any archaeological feature is to minimise any 

disturbance to the site. (Darvill 1987; Forestry Authority 1995). The fact that so many 

features survive extant and intact in woodland is due to a lack of intrusive land use activities 

over the centuries compared with other land types, such as agriculture, industry and 

development.  

 

i. Access tracks 

Avoid siting any new paths or tracks over earthworks and with linear features use, 

where possible, existing access points. If during periods of coppicing or timber extraction, an 

earthwork is in the line of the extraction route, select one point cover it with brash to protect 

the earthwork prior to the work, and once completed remove the brash. With other sites such 

as charcoal hearths, saw pits, and wet areas avoid altogether. Avoid working when the ground 

conditions are unsuitable, such as during the winter and or when the ground is soft. Avoid 

any new tree planting or erecting any fence on known archaeological sites and earthworks.  

 

The silty and sandy nature of the soils, derived from the Hastings Beds means that earthworks 

are very fragile, are easily eroded and damaged. If extraction of timber is required in these 

areas consider using a horse/s and sledge/and or skid etc. but undertake extraction works 

during conditions when the ground is dry, as hooves can easily poach the soils 

 

ii. Water-logged areas 

Any feature which holds water on a permanent or temporary basis is an important site 

for the stratified accumulation of palaeo-environmental remains and deposits such as pollen, 

invertebrates etc. which provide valuable information on past land use and date. Sites such as 

ponds, springs, bogs, moats etc. should be left undisturbed, and not drained. If the feature is 

to be ‘restored’ advice should be sought from a palaeo-environmentalist about undertaking 

analysis of core/s of the silts before any restoration work is undertaken, both as a record of 

the history of the feature and provide advice on the best means of managing it. 

 

iii. Veteran Trees 

Stubs, pollards, old coppice stools are living heritage features, providing clues as to 

how the area was managed in the past. They can reach considerable age through the regular 

management which prolongs their life. Re–cutting of these features should be undertaken 

with care, and in conjunction with adjacent coppice management to prevent shading of the 

veteran tree by vigorously growing canopy. Advice can be obtained from the Ancient Tree 

Forum. Specimen trees should be selected as recruits for new veteran trees for the future. 

 

 

 

iv.  Biosecurity 
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The site has two public routeways through it, the bridleway and the footpath. It would 

be difficult to implement a bio security program. The site does contain a few veteran ash trees 

which could provide genetic variation if they survive a Chalaria (Ash die-back) attack. For 

current guidance refer to the Forestry Commission web site.  

 

v. New tree planting 

 Any proposed new tree planting should be confined to areas in between the heritage 

features, and not on them. Natural regeneration is a preferred option. 

 

vi. Further surveys 

 It is strongly recommended that a full veteran tree survey using GPS and GIS is 

undertaken following the guidance by the Ancient Tree Forum.  

 The rich woodland archaeological resource would lend itself to further research, both 

with more detailed study of the archives and perhaps with some more detailed survey of 

features including excavation of one of the platforms with the associated stonework. The 

Sussex Archaeological Society (at Lewes) and or the Sussex School of Archaeology (at the 

University of Brighton) should be approached for assistance. 

 

5. Conclusions 

 The woodland at Forge Wood preserves an interesting range of heritage features, 

mostly of local significance but as for example the hollow ways and low bank, some are of 

regional importance. The archaeological resource reflects how the woodlands have been 

enclosed and managed over the centuries. The site may also have potential for the recovery of 

surface flints from prehistoric activity.  
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Victoria County History 1910. Sussex vol.IX. London 

 

 

SAS-RF/13/27 1664 30 August. Richard Glyd the Elder of Brightling to Richard Chandler and others 

Bargain and Sale – Lease for a year. 

All that wood called the Combe Wood containing by estimation thirty acres whether the more or less. 

And also that wood called Bownden Wood containing by estimation fourscore acres whether the more 

or less. And also that piece of pasture ground almost inclosed round with the said wood of Bowden 

containing by estimation seven acres whether the more or less. And also all that Wood called 

Blackbrooks Wood situate next Glasiers Forge  containing by estimation fourscore acres whether the 

more or less. And also all that wood called Blackbrooks Wood situate next the syte? Containing by 

estimation fifty acres whether the more or less. And also all that wood called Homefield Wood 

containing by estimation twenty acres whether the more ore less. All the which premises are situate in 

the parish of Brightling in the county of Sussex. 

 

[This suggests that Blackbrooks Wood could actually be Forge Wood as its in Brightling not 

Dallington]. 
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7. Selected Maps relating to the area of Forge Wood, Brightling 

 

 
 

Ordnance Surveyor’s Draft Drawings for 1” 1
st
 Edition 1797-1801 OSD 93(b) 1806 2” to 1 mile 

Source: http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/ordsurvdraw/index.html 

 

 

  

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/ordsurvdraw/index.html
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Ordnance Survey 6” 1

st
 Edition 1866 
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Extract from the Tithe Map for Brightling c. 1840 (ESRO TDE 144) 

 


