
Dear parents,  

  

Homework update:  

This week I have set spellings to practise for next week's spelling test (this is a longer list than usual and includes 

some we have practised in previous terms) taken from the statutory spelling list, which pupils are expected to be 

able to confidently spell by the end of Year 6. Therefore, the test scores are useful evidence in my assessment of 

pupils' writing and it would be helpful if time is spent practising these at home. I've attached them to this 

document. If pupils are already confident with these they could look at the complete list here:  

SpellingWordList_Y5-6.pdf (oxfordowl.co.uk) 

  

Having checked the study books over the past couple of weeks, it is clear that whilst most pupils are up to date 

there are still some pupils with work to complete. I have decided not to set additional tasks this week  in the 

Arithmetic and Reading books and have not set the usual Maths sheets either. This should give an opportunity for 

pupils to get up-to-date (or reach the targets I've set them in some instances) in these study books - they should 

be up to Set B test 6 in reading and Spring Term test 6 in arithmetic. For pupils who have completed this work but 

would like to practise some more they could try splash maths, mathsframe or something similar. I also intend to 

not set homework over half term so this next two weeks is a perfect opportunity for any pupils who are not up to 

date to catch up - I hope this is helpful.  

  

Weekly update:  

  

This week we have had a real focus on PSHE as it has been Children's Mental Health Week as well as Safer Internet 

Day 2022 on Tuesday. As part of this work we have been considering the strengths and qualities of ourselves and 

others; considering things that cause us to worry or feel anxious; considering how to change our perspective on 

negative thinking; and sharing tips for wellbeing with our classmates. As part of the Internet Safety work we have 

completed two sessions, one using the excellent Thinkuknow 8-10s website and game and then a follow-up lesson 

examining a range of scenarios relating to mobile phone use and use of the internet generally in terms of 

cyberbullying. The pupils really engaged with this work and we had some brilliant discussions. We've also been 

using Google's excellent 'Interland' resource which was launched this week which focuses on how to use 

computers safely, including advice on privacy, sharing, acting kind online and spotting 'fake news'. Not all pupils 

have tried this yet but we will return to it next week as it's a great resource: Play Interland - Be Internet Awesome 

  

In other lessons, we have continued with our 'Alien adventure' in English - pupils have been applying to be 

astronauts, writing descriptions of the moon (and exploring phases of the moon) as well as our work on our class 

novel 'Cosmic' which is keeping us very entertained and amused! Year 6 have been using the 

site www.spag.com to get test practice on punctuation and grammar work each morning also which has been very 

productive and helpful too.  

  

Miss Weston has taught a series of lessons including a great practical Science lesson about shadows and how and 

why these will change throughout the course of a day relative to the sun's position. She also taught a great 

Geography lesson about longitude and latitude as well Prime Meridian (or Greenwich Meridian). In Maths Year 6 

have been calculating with decimals including multiplication and division (and problem solving) and Year 5 have 

begun a topic on measure and conversions of length.  

  

We've also had a wonderful array of entries for our design-a-book-cover competition with some astonishingly 

great designs! Well done Class 4! The book fair will open next week and will run Mon-Thursday after school.  

  

Take care and have a lovely weekend,  

Mr Sturgess   

 

https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2019/08/29/13/56/09/5a42eb6a-f57f-4dc4-a66e-bd4c5e27e4b7/SpellingWordList_Y5-6.pdf
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/
https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland
http://www.spag.com/

