
Weekly Update for Class One - Week Beginning 14th February 2022 

It has been a long half-term and the children have worked doubly hard for the last five 

weeks. They have had two teachers to work with and double the input during lesson 

time. Consequently, I’m not setting a specific homework task for the half-term break. 

This will give you the opportunity to catch up, if you have fallen behind with the daily 

homework tasks. The children also the usual Friday mini book reading and writing 

weekend task and a couple of reading books to keep you going. However, if everything 

is up to date and you would like some suggestions about ways to continue supporting 

the phonics over the break, please re-read the previous mini books to build speedy 

recognition of the GPC we have covered so far in the context of words and sentences. 

Don’t forget the books get progressively harder (they are all dated to help you). Re-

reading the earlier books, now they are more confident readers, will in turn lead to 

fluency, comprehension and confidence. If your child isn’t already re-reading a word 

and/or a sentence with more fluency after de-coding it (saying the sound and blending it 

together) please encourage them to do this. This week we have been focusing on 

dictation of a sentence but, as an additional challenge, some the children would benefit 

from composing and writing their own sentences. They could write about their school 

book or something they have done. Keep it simple and just remind them about letter 

formation and finger spaces. Please let them use the phonics cards if they need them as 

a reminder and don’t worry about ‘correct’ spelling at this stage, unless it is a tricky word 

they should know how to write. ‘Have a go writing’ is what we want so they can put their 

skills into practise and see a real purpose to the phonics skills they have learned. If they 

and you can read their writing, because it is phonetically correct, it is brilliant at this 

stage. 

In maths this week we have been looking at measuring and comparing length, height 

and time in lots of practical ways in week three of Building 6, 7 and 8 of White Rose 

maths. On Thursday, after writing the sentence, ‘Can we go to the park?’ in their writing 

books we surprised them by taking them all to the new park in Harewood, which is just 

up Malt Kiln Lane (next to the Harewood Arms). This was also a great opportunity for 

Mrs Auckland to do a visit risk assessment with me! We had planned it all two weeks ago 

but didn’t want to tell the children in case we didn’t have the staff or if the weather was 

too bad to go. Mr Ratcliffe accompanied us and the children were fabulous, behaving 

really well and challenging themselves to use all the equipment. It was nice treat and a 

great way to say goodbye to Mrs Auckland. It was so lovely that Mrs Auckland received 

gifts of appreciation from our families, she has worked very hard over stay with us and 

we will all miss her. She was very grateful and you are very kind. She has asked that I 

keep her access to Tapestry open for a couple of days so she can do more personal 

thank you notes. Talking about Tapestry, I wanted to apologise if there has been 

confusion with posts and comments on them. I kept forgetting Mrs Auckland was logged 

on and have added some things under her name. I’m sure it won’t matter. 

 Here is a message from Mrs Jarvis’ about the music lesson this week: Musical Stories – 

Lesson 7 Composition  



This week we have written our own musical story.  We described our morning from getting 

up to arriving at school.  The children thought about all the key moments in our story.  We 

got the percussion instruments out and experimented with the sounds they could make.  I 

was so impressed with the children as they considered which musical sound represented an 

action in our story.  The children all had an instrument to play to accompany a part in the 

story.  We practiced our composition and then we performed it for Mrs Watts and Mrs 

Auckland.    

 In RE this week we re-visited the stories we have shared about Jesus growing up as a 

boy and thought about how some things he did were similar to the things they do today, 

how some things were different and how some things were the same. We concluded that 

the important things like having a home, food and love from your family were the same. 

 During the first week back we will be very busy with Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) on 

the first day back (1st March), World book day on Thursday - dress in pyjamas and a 

dressing gown if you want to be warm (don’t forget a waterproof coat and outdoor 

shoes as well). On Friday we are having a visit from the D-side drug awareness team. 

Please don’t worry about the drug awareness session it is very age appropriate, teaching 

children about careful use of medicines and looking after their health etc. We also have 

the Parent meetings the first and second week back – thank you all for signing up 

promptly. I look forward to seeing you in school and in person for a chat. Hopefully we 

will all return refreshed and ready to do lots more lovely learning for the second half of 

the Spring term. It’s only a five week term and we have lots to fit in. 

 Sorry about the dinner list this week, I was a little too well prepared and printed them 

out last week, before news of the changes arrived. Basically, there is a special ‘World 

Book Day’ menu on Thursday – see the sheet attached to the menu, and Thursday’s roast 

dinner has moved to Wednesday. 

 I wish you all a very restful and happy half-term break and look forward to seeing you 

all on Tuesday 1st March. 

Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


