
Dear parents,  

  

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a restful break and that your Christmas plans weren't disrupted.  

  

It was lovely to welcome the children back to school on Tuesday and we have already got really stuck 

into our new topics. Our lead theme this term in 'Earth and Space' and we will be completing lots of 

cross-curricular work in English, Geography and even PSHE which will link to writing themes and 

Scientific themes.  

  

This week we have started our new class novel, 'Cosmic' by Frank Cottrell Boyce. It's a real contrast from 

last term's 'Skellig', a much lighter and humorous text but with some emotional heft too. It's another 

wonderful novel and the children have loved getting stuck in this week. It's about a boy who is very tall, 

lies about his age and ends up lost in space when he should be on a pond-dipping school trip in the 

Lake district! In other English lessons we have been working on spelling and also looking at the 

techniques used by advertisers to sell products which is part of a wider topic on persuasive writing.  

  

In our Space topic we have begun with some pre-assessment work to see what pupils already know 

which in some cases is as vast as the universe itself! We've also been exploring 'exoplanets' which 

almost nobody could define at the beginning of term using some incredible websites from NASA - the 

'eyes on exoplanets' section on their site is a bit like Google Earth but for the whole galaxy and beyond! 

It's really quite staggering in its scope and the children have really enjoyed discovering more about 

them and being wowed by the distances from our sun (as well as learning about how these distant 

planets are discovered). We've also started work on a travel guide to a planet in the solar system, using 

great IT skills to finish the brochure.  

  

In Maths this week we have finished our fractions topic which we began last term with lessons on 

dividing fractions for year 6 and using fractions as operator for year 5, plus unit quizzes to round off the 

topics.  

  

It's been a very productive first week and the children have approached it with a great attitude.  

  

Homework:  

Now that we have completed all of the Autumn Term arithmetic tests, we can now complete just one of 

these per week in the Spring Term section. So the homework is as follows:  

- 1 arithmetic test  

- 1 reading comprehension  

- Complete spellings sheet (ahead of Friday's test)  

- Complete Maths Mat (complete 2 star side unless this is too challenging in which case try the 1 star 

sheet).  

  

All of this work should be completed by Thursday so pupils have close to a week to complete these 

tasks, allowing time to ask for support on anything they are unsure on.  

- Year 6 should now have completed section two in their Maths study books and have until the end of 

January to complete section three (some lesson time is allowed for this work also). 

  

Kind regards - I hope you have a lovely weekend,  

  

Mr Sturgess  


