
Dear Families, 

It was lovely to be back in school this week. Thank you for all your kind messages, I 

missed you all. 

I was so sorry we had to make the decision as a school to cancel the Nativity 

performance next Thursday but I really think it’s for the best. We have been working on 

the Nativity again this week and I was very pleased that the children were all happy and 

eager to be the character they wanted. We finished sorting the costumes on Friday and 

we aim to film the story, with narration from the Year Six children at the beginning of the 

week. You will be sent the link before we break up, if everything goes to plan! 

 This week the children learned the new GPC ‘ai’, ‘ee’, ‘igh’ and ‘oa’. I have made the 

decision to not introduce the next set of new digraphs in Phase Three next week. There 

have been so many absences and I feel that instead of rushing ahead and leaving 

children having to catch up, if we consolidate the sounds we have done so far in Phase 

Three before Christmas, we can then start fresh in January with the next set of GPC. We 

only have another three weeks of new GPC to do and then we will be doing lots of 

practise and applying with a strong focus on letter formation, reading and writing more 

complex words. The plan is for the children to be confident with all the Phase Three GPC 

before beginning Phase Four later in the Spring term. 

 Next week is also a consolidation week for our White Rose maths and much of our 

maths through the week will be related to Christmas games and challenges; applying our 

maths skills in real contexts. We will also build on this week’s introduction of 3D shapes 

with more work in Santa’s Grotto. The children have been exploring the following shapes 

through different activities this week, cube, cuboid, cylinder and sphere, and have been 

drawing on their knowledge of 2D shapes to help them understand the mathematical 

differences. This is a topic which will also be revisited later in the year but Christmas 

brings such great opportunities for this learning. 

 We are going to have a busy final week of term with our rehearsals and other Christmas 

activities. We had a mini Christmas party afternoon on Thursday with Mrs Auckland but 

don’t forget that next Wednesday is our big party day. Don’t forget the Teddy Bears! (I 

hope they all got their invitations okay through the post but we have copies if not, so 

just let me know). The children can come dressed in their own clothes but I have 

reminded them that, as well as having the garden door open all day, they will also be 

playing outside and will need to keep warm. 

Take care and stay safe everyone, we’re nearly there! 

Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


