
Dear Families, 

This week I have to thank Mrs Auckland, who has done a brilliant job teaching the children full time. It 

sounds like everyone has had a great week and I have really missed getting into the Christmas spirit with 

them all. My thanks also go to Mrs Williams, Mrs Jarvis and Mrs Reynolds for their support in the 

classroom and of course to our amazing Class One children for continuing to be amazing. 

I was so disappointed that my absence, along with the other staff shortages in school, meant we had to 

cancel our visit to Harewood House. I have tried to fit in another date for the visit but unfortunately this 

has been unsuccessful. My isolation period ends on Monday so I hope I’m fit and ready for action on 

Tuesday when we it be full steam ahead for the Nativity and final Christmas preparations. It is also Mrs 

Auckland’s last day in her first school placement next Friday, as she has to be back at university the 

following week (our final week of term). We are of course looking forward to welcoming her back for her 

second placement in January (let’s hope things are back to normality by then).  Have a great weekend 

everyone and I’ll see you all next week. 

Kind regards from Mrs Watts. 

Weekly Update for Class One - Week Beginning 29th November 2021 

Christmas has arrived in Class 1! This week we have been very busy getting things ready for the 

upcoming festive season. We finished off our advent calendars by decorating them with washi tape and 

had discussions about length and width as we did it, taking care to measure out the pieces we needed. 

We have enjoyed opening the calendars each morning and remembering which pictures we chose to put 

behind each door. We also had the chance to make our baubles for the school Christmas tree, we 

thought about repeating patterns and created our own to make beaded snowflakes and candy canes. 

The children did an amazing job and I’m confident you will be amazed at the results. The children also 

worked very hard this week to finish off their invitations for their teddy bears. The original plan was for 

us to post them on our way to Harewood House however as the trip is postponed we had to think of a 

new plan. We talked about the different options available and the children voted to take their stamped 

invites home and post them in a post box themselves, we would be very grateful if you could support 

the children to complete this task over the weekend. The envelopes are named and stamped however I 

do not have access to your addresses so please can you put your address on for/with your child. 

The Christmas activities have extended into our provision time with Christmas tree decorating, 

decoration making and nativity retellings happening every day. The children have been working hard to 

remember and retell the Christmas story through their play and on Wednesday we were lucky enough to 

have some time in the hall with Mrs Reynolds who helped us play games to think about the emotions of 

the different characters. Everyone had the chance to pretend to be on a long tiring journey like Mary and 

Joseph, to be shepherds amazed by angels, to give gifts like the wise men and to be grumpy or kind inn 

keepers. Mrs Watts will be working more with the children next week and will let you know when any 

decisions have been made about who will be preforming which role in our school performance. 

On Thursday we worked in small groups to make our own gingerbread playdough. The children took 

turns carefully measuring out the ingredients and stirring it all together. They loved the final instruction 

which was to knead the dough, we pretended we were doing dough disco and the classroom smelt 

amazing day. 

In phonics this week the children have been getting to grips with our new diagraphs: /sh/ /th/ and /ng/. 

The /th/ diagraph can be particularly tricky as it makes two sounds, one which uses the voice box and 



one which doesn’t. We have explored this by placing our hand on our throat and practising the sound, 

making sure our tongue is between our teeth for both ways of saying the sound. 

We have continued our exploration and understanding of 4 and 5 in maths playing lots of games which 

encouraged us to think of the different ways we can make the numbers. The children have got 

particularly quick at showing the different number bonds using their fingers, I’m sure they’d be excited 

to show you. We also sang some counting songs including ‘The ants go marching’ and ‘Five current 

buns’. The children have been using resources from the classroom to make their own counting songs. 

These activities have supported the children to develop an understanding of the composition of the 

numbers as well as introduced vocabulary relating to one more and one less. 

I wanted to say a big thank you to the children, it is not always easy when the class teacher is off but 

they have been brilliant and have continued to impress me with their positive attitudes, friendly 

behaviour and resilience. 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and looking forward to seeing you next week,  

Mrs Auckland. 

 


