
Celebration Music – Lesson 3 Kwanzaa 

This week we have continued our topic on Celebration Music.  We learnt about the African American 

festival of Kwanzaa.  We learnt that the festival of Kwanzaa was all about unity within African 

communities.  We found that again, light was very important and that they had a ‘kinara’ which held 

seven candles, one lit for every day of the festival.  We talked about African music and dance being 

part of the celebrations.  We found out about ‘call and response’ songs and learnt an African song 

with African words!  I was very impressed with the children’s pronunciation of the words! 

We have begun to learn our Christmas songs ready for the nativity.  One of Class One’s special parts 

of the nativity is to sing ‘Away in a Manger’.  We are of course, practicing this in school but it would 

be really helpful if you could sing through it at home with them too.  The more they practice it, the 

more confident they will be and the more they will hopefully enjoy being part of the nativity.  Thank 

you for your help and support. 

Here are the lyrics we are using, as I know that some of them can be different; 

Away in a Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love You, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 

And stay by my side, until morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray; 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 

And fit us for heaven to live with you there.  

 

 

 


