
Hello Families, 

There seems to have been a bit of confusion regarding PE kits and changing this week. 

Just to clarify, the theory was that we would stop changing together, once everyone 

could do it independently so the children who are less confident and need more practise 

didn't feel self-conscious about still not being able to do it. Those more able at changing 

also set a good example to the other children who are still struggling and it is something 

they all need to be able to do. However, as I explained to the children on Wednesday, we 

will be using our Wednesday hall time to rehearse for the Nativity from next week, 

instead of for PE, so no PE kit will be required now until after Christmas. Getting ready 

and into costumes for the dress rehearsals and the two Nativity performances should be 

an education in themselves and I have every confidence that when we return after 

Christmas the children will be able to come in their PE kits for the day every Wednesday. 

 We have been making four and five with White Rose maths this week and also writing 

numerals for the advent calendar doors. The children obviously don’t need to be able to 

write all the numbers to 25 but, as I pointed out to them, it was great practise for the 

numeral formation of numbers one to nine (particularly the numeral two, which they 

sometimes find so tricky). They worked with support on this activity but did a great job. 

The other element of the Advent calendar was the pictures for the back sheet (the ones 

we will see as we lift each flap each day). The children worked independently on this, 

choosing the pictures they wanted from a selection of Christmas themed images. The 

final five pictures leading up to Christmas day were sequenced today after Mrs Auckland 

shared the Christmas story with them on Thursday afternoon. A great opportunity to re-

tell the story using the pictures as prompts. As we do with all ‘traditional’ stories we will 

continue looking at different versions of the story from different sources and thinking 

more about the things that are common to all and are consequently the most important 

elements. The casting will be next week and, as I said earlier, we will be thinking much 

more about the different characters and the part they play in the story. 

 Phase Three continued in phonics with the introduction of the new GPC ‘y’, ‘z’, ‘qu’ and 

‘ch’. We took advantage of the ‘z’ sound to write some lovely firework words for our 

firework display. I gave the mini reading books for the weekend homework out even 

earlier this week as so many children are falling ill at the moment. We miss all our friends 

and hope everyone is well and back in school very soon. 

 I have attached a separate document with Mrs Jarvis’ music lesson details, as it also 

shows the words the children need to learn for one of the very important parts of our 

Nativity performance. It is a tradition here, that Class One sing ‘Away in a Manger’, doing 

the first verse alone and accompanying the whole song with Makaton signs so we can 

include the whole school community. She has included the words so the children can 

practise at home and I will record a version showing the Makaton signs, which we have 

only done a couple of times so far. I will put the recording on Tapestry for you all with 

the words. This may be of particular use to the children who have been off school for 

some or all of the week, if they’re feeling well enough to do it of course. 



 Mrs Auckland shared the story Kippers Birthday at the beginning of the week and spoke 

with the children about what we need to include on the invitation for our teddies (thank 

you for letting me now the names). She began writing the invitations with the children 

and will continue next week when we will also post them home. 

 We will post the invitations on Thursday morning on our way to Harewood House for 

our ‘Little Christmas Wishes’ activity morning. I’m very excited to be taking the children 

again this year and, if it’s anything like previous years, they are in for a treat. You will 

notice on the dinner menu that they need to choose a sandwich filing for Thursday, as 

we won’t be back in school for dinner time. We should be back for 1pm and will have our 

picnic lunch on our return. The children will need to wear their school uniform on that 

day and please make sure they have suitable footwear and coats for the day, as we will 

be walking all the way to Harewood House and back. 

 I hope you all stay/get well and have a great weekend. 

Kind regards from Mrs Watts. 

 


