
Dear parents,  

  

It's been a very different week this week and we've been very, very busy but in a really 

good way! Before I mention all of that though I'll outline the homework (Year 6 parents 

please read the legacy award section in particular):  

  

Homework update:  

- Year 5 and 6 Maths sheets as usual (I've double-sided again so pupils can select 1 star 

if they find the 2 star too difficult) for hand in on Thursday 

- Weekly spellings to be tested on Friday (words are attached)  

- In addition to this, pupils should complete 1 more reading comprehension in their 

small books which could also count towards the three signatures per week in the reading 

record  

- By the end of next week, pupils should have completed up to test 4 in their arithmetic 

book also although this is likely to be completed in school  

- Year 6 have until the end of this month to complete the first section in their larger 

Maths revision book also  

  

I know this looks an awful lot but each activity should be fairly quick to complete and for 

Year 6 this is a great way to begin to prepare the pupils for managing their time as they 

will have to in high school.  

  

Legacy award (Year 6 only):  

As I'm sure you're aware, the Year 6 pupils have come up with a wonderful idea of 

fundraising to purchase a gift for the school, something that will be of benefit for pupils 

for years to come and thus being the 'legacy' of that year group. This is such a great 

idea!  

  

The pupils have been discussing what they would like to fundraise for and they settled 

on two shortlisted options: an area of outdoor decking that could be used as a 

performance area and a large screen for the hall that could be used for leavers shows, 

assemblies, movie nights and other events. We conducted a vote and there was a clear 

majority for the large screen option.  

  

We estimate a rough cost of £3000 for this item which would involve each pupil raising 

an average of 200 pound each. Obviously this is quite a significant amount of money and 

we intend a series of events and initiatives to work towards this including a Christmas 

shop, where parents can donate toys that may make a lovely gift this Christmas.  

  

Another idea is to appeal to local businesses and ask for their support. With this in mind, 

I've sent pupils home with a persuasive letter writing template which will hopefully help 

them to draft their letter to their chosen business. The idea is that each pupil will 

research and choose a business and then send a single letter to them so we will have 

approached 15 different companies. It might be that they have some connection to the 

family or school but this doesn't have to be the case. I would like pupils to begin 



thinking about the reasons a large screen in the hall would be beneficial and begin 

drafting their persuasive argument letters this week. It is fine to support your child in 

writing this letter and hopefully they might be able to draw on some of the formal and 

technical vocabulary we've been using with our balanced argument texts in class too! I 

would like to give pupils three weeks to complete their final letters with a deadline 

of 10th December for the final letters to be submitted. They can be handwritten or 

typed.  

  

Weekly update:  

This week in Maths we have been finishing of our topic on the four operations (addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division) with a mini-test and feedback and discussion - 

we will continue to return to these for pupils who found particular questions tricky. We 

have also introduced our new topic of Fractions and have begun by looking at what an 

equivalent fraction is and how we can calculate these.  

  

In English we have been working this week on drafting a balanced argument on the topic 

of homeschooling inspired by Mina in our class novel Skellig. As part of this work we 

have been examining what is meant by formal language and investigating the use of 

causal and contrasting conjunctions and adverbials.  

  

There have been lots of special events this week on top of our standard lessons. On 

Monday we dedicated the whole afternoon to 'Anti-bullying week', wearing odd socks to 

celebrate individuality but also exploring the importance of the role of bystanders in 

bullying. It is a sad fact that there are usually bystanders when bullying occurs but often 

opt to do nothing. We examined the various reasons this might be the case and also the 

fact that 'doing nothing' doesn't result in nothing changing - it actually empowers the 

bully and makes the situation work. We discussed different roles that the bystander 

might take: outsiders, defenders, reinforcers and assistants. Only defenders - pupils who 

intervene/support the victim/report the incident - help to reduce the bullying. We also 

watched some great video content about how to make positive choices in these 

situations.  

  

On Wednesday we also have a special activity which you may have seen on Tapestry. We 

completed our unique leaves in mixed-age groups - it was a wonderful event and the 

final products were absolutely beautiful. I think when these are all collated as one tree it 

will stand as a brilliant testament to our community as well as our individuality. To top it 

off, pupils were visited by some incredible classical German opera singers to collaborate 

and begin writing their own verse to a song in this style known as a 'Lied'. Mrs Jarvis 

organised these visitors and I know the children were really impressed by their 

incredible  voices. Read more here on the style: What are Lieder in music? - Classical 

Music (classical-music.com) 

  

We've also been playing online interactive Viking themed games, creating collages in the 

style of Megan Coyle - who actually retweeted one of our pieces! And of course today 

we have had the takeover day. Pupils have signed reading records, completed the 

https://www.classical-music.com/features/articles/what-are-lieder/
https://www.classical-music.com/features/articles/what-are-lieder/


registers, taken lunch orders, taught all the lessons, conducted the spelling tests, marked 

work, given out team points, given permission for toilet visits, called me 'Matthew' a lot 

and told me to be quiet (!) and even had control of my lanyard and door keys!! It's been 

a brilliant day and all in aid of a great cause too.  

  

Wow! What a week! I might need a lie down now! I will put a few pictures of this 

morning on Tapestry so you can see how we've been getting on with our Take Over Day 

- an inspired choice by the school council this year.  

  

Take care and have a lovely weekend,  

  

Mr Sturgess  

  

  
 


