
Dear parents,  

  

Notices:  

Next week is anti-bullying week in school and we will be doing a range of activities on 

this theme. On Monday we ask that your child comes to school wearing odd socks - this 

is to celebrate being unique (even if we are ALL doing it!).   

  

Homework update:  

  

Maths sheets - please note these are double-sided but pupils only need to complete 

one side. The two star one is the usual difficulty level but for any pupils who are finding 

this too difficult there is an alternative one star version on the back.  

  

Reading - three signatures (or more) to evidence reading and discussing a text with an 

adult at home.  

  

New resources:  

  

This week I've also introduced some other resources which will be completed in school 

and at home. All children have been given a book with 'ten minute tests' in arithmetic 

and reading and I will be setting the children deadlines to complete particular sections 

by. By next week I would like two of the arithmetic tests completed (most pupils 

have already finished this today in school as they were keen to get started!) and 

one reading test.  

  

Please note: the reading tests could be used as one of the three home-reading activities 

for recording in the reading diary. Please also be aware that the texts are designed for 

10-11 year old children so Year 5 pupils and those less confident may need some 

support accessing the text. If the time limit is stressful for your child, don't bring this in 

yet but as they increase confidence you could time them and see if they could reduce 

this towards a target of ten minutes each week. I hope you will find these resources 

useful - they're a great way of getting the pupils used to exam-style questions, from 

short multiple-choice ones to longer three mark questions.  

  

Year 6 Maths study book:  

  

Year 6 also have a separate study book in Maths (some pupils explained that they 

already own their own so they are using these). We have agreed that we will try to 

complete a section per month so that these are completed in time for the SATs tests in 

May. Therefore, pupils have until the end of November to complete the first section (but 

again we allow time in school also).  

  

Weekly update:  



This week in Maths we have been learning about common factors, prime numbers, prime 

factors, square and cube numbers and year 6 have been learning about the order of 

operations or 'BODMAS'.  

  

In English, we have continued to work on our class novel 'Skellig' which has included a 

character who is home schooling so we have been using this to begin a balanced 

argument about the advantages and disadvantages of home schooling - obviously all of 

the children have first-hand experience of this now so it's made for an interesting 

discussion. In class, we had a debate about this issue, imagining we were different 

characters with different views on homeschooling  - this use of drama was a great way of 

illustrating points and counterpoints (it got quite heated too!).  

  

We've also been taking part in a range of activities featuring author Tom Palmer - we 

have been listening to his new short story 'The Barnbow Lasses' which was set in Leeds 

and is based on real events from WW1. We watched videos with Tom explaining his 

writing process and why the story felt important to him. We finished this series of 

activities with a live zoom session with the author himself and he answered one of our 

questions about ghosts!  

  

In Science we have been learning about different processes for separating materials. We 

then applied this with a practical investigation using sieving, evaporation (and 

condensation), filtration and magnetism (we also learned about decanting).  

  

In PSHE this week we were visited by D:Side Dave who gave a really informative and 

useful session on internet safety.  

  

In Art we have extended our collage project. This week we have been learning about the 

contemporary artist Megan Coyle who uses cut up magazine collages to produce 

incredible work. This week we have been inspired by her animal collages and we have 

been creating images of our own using her process - to add an environmental slant to 

this artwork, the creatures we have been creating are all native to Britain and 

endangered so the resulting artwork using recycled magazines will hopefully also serve 

as a reminder of how we can all play a part to protect our local environment.  

  

There have also been some great practical music lessons and PE and RE too!  

  

That's a long update but we've been extremely busy this week! I hope you have a lovely 

weekend.  

  

Kind regards,  

Mr Sturgess  

  

Upcoming dates:  

Anti-bullying week - next week!  
 


