
12th November 2021 

What a super busy week! On Tuesday the children began their new topic about 

Celebration Music. They learnt about the Hindu festival of Diwali and its special music 

and dances.  They revisited the learning we did last week and that Diwali is sometimes 

called the festival of light and that music and dance are an important part of the 

festival.  They listened to some Diwali music and the children danced to the music using 

scarves and making up their own moves.  Finally, they had great fun learning the ‘Five 

Days of Diwali Dance’ – which was a very energetic dance!  

 On Thursday we delivered our newly completed poppy wreath to the memorial across 

the road with Mr Ratcliffe, where we had a poem and a prayer. I was very proud of the 

children as we walked through the village; they looked so smart and were very sensible. 

Thank you for all the money you donated and poppy items you bought for the Royal 

British Legion collection (the slap bands were great for measuring things in the 

classroom). 

 On Friday we had a whole school feature day on ‘The history of maths’, Some of the 

older children had been thinking about famous (and not so famous) mathematicians 

who have changed our world and we enjoyed hearing about them in the Celebration 

Collective Worship on Friday afternoon. In Class One we kept it a little simpler and talked 

about the importance of maths in our lives and some of the things we use maths for 

every day. I began by asking the Question ‘I wonder why we count?’ We thought about 

the important principles of counting and some of the important things we use our 

counting skills for. We also shared our thoughts and idea in the Collective Worship. I was 

so proud that some of Class One were happy to answer questions and help me talk 

about what we had done through the day as we showed everyone our photographs. 

There was also some lovely further development of the child initiated play which has 

been going on in the classroom and garden. The children are very interested in putting 

on a show for their friends and they have been thinking about and making some of the 

things they would need. Great stuff! 

 Next week we will be looking at shape, space and measure again in the last week of our 

White Rose Maths Phase ‘It’s me 1, 2, 3’. We will even be looking at some art by 

Kandinsky. 

 We reviewed Phase Two this week in phonics and my assessments are nearly all done! 

Some of the children have gaps to fill still so, once all the assessments are done next 

week, they may have additional homework to focus on those gaps. We are also 

beginning Phase Three and will go back to introducing new GPC. 

 The parent meetings are now all done, thank you all. Remember to just email me, if you 

have any problems or concerns. 



 Next week we have two whole school themes, which complement each other nicely; 

anti-bullying and interfaith. Both are about being respectful of other people and always 

being kind to others. There are several activities planned to support these themes 

through the week. On Monday the children can come in odd or very colourful socks to 

celebrate that we are all unique and special. We will be talking about bullying in an 

appropriate way for young children and also have some paired whole school activities 

planned. The main event is on Wednesday, when the older children will be supporting 

the younger ones for a crafting morning. We are creating a Harewood School Tree (yet 

to get its official name). The tree will be displayed in the Library for all the children and 

visitors to see and each of the children in school will make their own uniquely decorated 

leaf to hang from the tree. The leaves will also have the children’s names on the back 

and a word or short message about unity, friendship and respect for everyone. The tree 

represents our school family and how it is here to nurture and support, and the leaves 

represent that we are all a very special and unique member of that family. I’m sending a 

little more information to the whole school about the plans (with my PSHE leader hat 

on), so parents can get involved in the planning process too if they want to. 

 We will end the day with the Children in Need fund raising day on Friday (see the 

information sent with Mrs Ratcliffe’s newsletter). On Friday it would really support the 

children if you could put details of what they would like to teach myself, Mrs Williams 

and Mrs Auckland (and their friends of course) on Tapestry, including photos if at all 

possible. I would really like it if the children who are bilingual could teach us all some 

vocabulary and children who have special traditions or celebrations at home could also 

tell us about those. If neither of these things apply to your family, the children can 

teach/tell us about anything they want. Don’t forget it is also come dressed as a teacher 

day. 

 Finally, I sent an email earlier about a photograph of all the children from when they 

were a baby to support our RE and PSED work next week. Pop the photo on Tapestry if 

you can or email one to me. It would be great to get them all by the end of Monday 

please. 

 Have a great weekend. 

Kind regards from Mrs Watts. 

 


