
Welcome back everyone. 

This week we welcomed our new teaching student Mrs Auckland into our team. The children have done a brilliant job 

helping her to settle in to our routines and Mrs Auckland has done a brilliant job getting to know the children and 

helping them learn. She will be with us for another five weeks and then come back for her second school placement in 

January, so you will be hearing a lot more about her. 

We have been thinking about fireworks for celebrating and learning about Bonfire night and Diwali this week (thank you 

to the Handa family for the celebration sweets). Everyone had a turn at making a firework picture using the Interactive 

White Board and they also had the opportunity to make firework or Diwali Rangoli patterns in the garden with flower 

petals brought in by Mrs Auckland. 

 We also did some more work on colour mixing to make individual autumn leaves for our display and, once they were 

dry, Mrs Williams encouraged the children to look very closely at the veins on different leaves and draw veins on their 

own. They look fabulous! 

 Here is a message from Mrs Jarvis about this week’s music lesson; We concluded our topic on rhythm and pulse.  We 

sang and danced to all our songs that we have been learning to help us understand the rhythmic patterns.  We read the 

book ‘Tanka Tanka Skunk’ by Steve Webb and joined in with the rhythms – firstly with clapping and then using our 

homemade shakers. We also clapped some of the animal names – I challenged each of the children to clap a different 

animal by themselves and I was very impressed that they all rose to the challenge!  I hope you are enjoying the shakers at 

home!  

 In maths this week we were looking at numbers again, grouping and sorting representations of objects by number. We 

also watched and thought about the maths in Numberblocks episodes one to three. We practised subitising (just 

knowing how many objects there are without counting), which most people can do easily up to six objects (think about 

how you recognise numbers on a dice). Children are also able to subitise, as well as adults, as it is a natural skill, which 

we want to encourage. Next week we will continue working on numbers in the White Rose Maths Phase ‘It’s me 1, 2, 3’. 

 We have now come to the end of Phase Two in our phonics work and next week we will be spending our time 

recapping GPC  and consolidating blending and segmenting skills. I will also assess the children to see where there are 

any gaps in their learning so we can focus on specific areas of difficulty. There will still be a daily phonics lesson and 

activities but the Phonics Homework books will look different this week. Thank you for the holiday homework, I have 

seen lots of lovely work and the children are doing really well. This week I introduced the white boards and pens into our 

phonics lessons so the children can practise their writing together as a group, as well as their reading and sound talk, 

each session. I was a little apprehensive as to whether they would be ready for this but they all did brilliantly and not one 

of them was reluctant to have a go, which was really rewarding to see. It also inspired some lovely child-initiated writing 

through the week. After I have done the phonics assessments for Phase Two I may send additional homework for those 

who need a little additional support and they will of course be getting additional support in school. In his newsletter this 

week Mr Ratcliffe talks about the importance of parental engagement in the reading process and I know you all 

understand how important it is. As well as the phonics homework books, all the children will now have some additional 

reading material, either a card or a book, so just try to do a little of each every night and keep it positive. If you’re ever 

not sure about anything you’re doing at home please pop a note in the Reading Record book. Remember also please to 

put a comment in there when you have done some work (or if you haven’t) so I know how things are going. 

 Thank you for the parent meetings, I really enjoy seeing you and chatting with you about the children - look forward to 

the last appointments this week. I hope you found them useful but remember if you have any concerns or questions 

about anything at anytime, please just email me. 

 Take care and have a great weekend. 

Kind regards from Mrs Watts. 

 


