
Happy end of half-term everyone.  

Thank you for all your support over the past seven weeks. The children have all settled 

brilliantly into our Class One team and I’m very proud of them all. We had a busy short 

week with our phonics and maths crammed into four days instead of five, but we still 

managed to fit in lots of other fun learning. We made repeating pattern autumn leaf 

prints and even planted hyacinth bulbs for a very special occasion coming up in about 

another eight weeks. 

Music was back to normal this week and the children investigated the connection 

between noise and music using different body percussion sounds and everyday object 

sounds.  They explored all the different sounds they could make with our bodies, starting 

with their hands and realised that as well as just clapping, they could use them to make 

other sounds such as tapping knees, clicking fingers, tapping cheeks with mouths open 

and closed and even rubbing them together to make a swishing sound.  They then tried 

their feet and mouths.  They played a ‘Follow the Leader’ game with a pattern of four 

body movements.  All the children made a shaker out of everyday objects and explored 

how they could all made a different sounds.  They will be using the shakers in the next 

lesson.  

Thank for returning your Christmas art work and doing your online orders, your 

contributions for bun day and for generally being superstars doing the children’s 

homework with them again. I hope you all managed to book an appointment for our 

Zoom parent meetings the first and second week back in November. I look forward to 

talking about the children with you. 

The children have quite a few bits of homework to do and it should be self- explanatory. 

I just wanted to emphasise that the mini reading book this week is accompanied by a 

mini writing book. The pictures are the same but the children have to think of a word for 

each page. There will be a ‘cvc’ word with sounds they should now know for each of the 

pictures. I have attached label with instructions to the front of the book but, in case you 

don’t see it, please don’t feel the children have to do the actual writing (especially in 

such a small space). You can help them by writing, but let them do the phonics work as 

much as they can. Writing is a good thing to practise now though and they should be 

beginning to remember the correct formation and their pencil grip. Most have additional 

reading cards or books too, and you can re-read these for fluency and practise if you get 

time. If they’re still struggling with blending you can model it for them of course. I have 

also sent all the children a phonics card to use as a prompt, so encourage them to find 

the sound they need rather than just tell them it if they’re struggling to identify the GPC. 

Remember, practise, practise and practise some more! 

Finally, I sent a photo of the class to the Yorkshire Evening Post a few weeks back and 

have attached the letter we received today so you can get a copy of the ‘First Class’ 

supplement they have made to celebrate new Reception starters. 

Have a fabulous half-term break and stay safe everyone. I look forward to seeing you all 

in November. 

Kind regards from Mrs Watts. 


