
This week we shared the story of Noah and the Ark from the Old Testament, using a couple of 

slightly different versions. Next week we will be recapping and thinking about the key features of the 

story that are the same in each version, before retelling the story ourselves using pictures. At the end 

of the story, God sends a rainbow as a promise he would not destroy the whole Earth again and we 

linked this to our school behaviour code promises.  We said the promises whilst I painted the 

children’s hands with one colour for each, saying that we will: ‘Be kind’ (blue), ‘Be honest’ (green), ‘Be 

respectful’ (orange) and ‘Be our best selves’ (red). The children then made three hand prints with 

their painted hands. Two will be made into rainbows for the behaviour code displays in school - our 

‘promise rainbow’, and the third hand print will come home with them next week so they can keep 

practising the behaviour code when at home! We will be talking about each element of the code in 

much more detail over the coming weeks. 

 We have been focusing on kindness this week as part of ‘World Mental Health Day’ (Sunday). Each 

day we have talked about acts of kindness we can do for ourselves and for others. The suggestions 

we used covered seven days so, if you would like to continue the theme into the weekend, the ideas 

for Saturday are: make a card or gift for someone and spend some time on your favourite hobby. 

For Sunday they are: ask a loved one how they are feeling and really listen to them carefully and play 

a fun game with your friends or family. You could take a photo of kind things the children have done 

over the weekend and show me on Tapestry if you wish. 

 Continuing the Ark theme, the children worked as a team to build their own ark on the climbing 

cube using lots of our big building materials. Then they sorted through our very big box of animals 

to find two of each kind, talking as they did about where the different animals would normally live. 

 In maths we watched ‘Another One’ and ‘Numberblock Two’. We also thought more about 

matching (including finding pairs of animals for the Ark) and comparing different sizes, heights and 

lengths. In phonics we learned the GPC i, n, m and d. We did lots of sound talk and worked on 

blending the sounds together into words. Today the children have brought home their first ‘mini 

book’. It contains captions made from the sounds they have been learning over the last two weeks 

and also the tricky word ‘is’ (we talked about this at the phonics meeting). I have highlighted the 

word on each page in red and I have pointed it out to the children in our phonics sessions. It’s called 

a tricky word because the ‘s’ grapheme is representing the phoneme ‘z’ so the word can’t be 

correctly sounded out using phonics. If the children struggle, just read that word for them and 

remind them it’s a tricky word. All the other words can be sounded out and blended. Let them have 

a go but support them if they find it too hard. Some of them are getting the hang of sound talking 

and even decoding and blending independently, but some will still need you to help. I recommend 

that you let them read through the book a few times so they become more independent each time 

with saying the sound and blending it into a word. The capital ‘I’ throughout and the capital ‘T’ on 

page two might also cause a little confusion. Remember to keep going over all the GPC we have 

done so far ready for four new ones next week! Keep positive and keep it fun! If you have any 

questions I’m always here to help. 

 Mrs Jarvis was in again on Tuesday afternoon to sing and develop the children’s music skills. They 

had a sound walk around school and talked about sounds they like and those they don’t. Next week 

they will be making their own shakers. 

 On Wednesday all the children were amazing when they had their photographs taken. They were so 

patient and followed the photographer’s instructions fabulously! Just like professional models. PE 

was great and the children did so well changing beforehand. We took advantage of the lovely 

sunshine and practised our movement skills outside. I was out of the classroom on Thursday 

morning and the children enjoyed working with Mrs Wright on their phonics and maths. 



 Today I recorded a couple of group videos for Tapestry showing the children’s ‘performance’ story 

version of the Little Red Hen. A couple of children were absent so we will do the other two group 

videos next week (I didn’t want them to miss out). Please remember not so share the videos on any 

social media. 

 On Monday next week I am taking the children for a short walk into Harewood woods to look for 

signs of autumn and collect autumnal things for our investigation table and some environmental art 

I have planned. Please make sure they have a raincoat and suitable footwear for a potentially wet 

and muddy adventure. If the children who have already brought conkers for show and tell could be 

persuaded to donate them to the classroom that would be great and if any of you are out and about 

this weekend and find ‘signs of autumn’ please being them to share with the class. On Friday it is the 

PTA Halloween Disco straight after school and the children can come in their costume for the day. 

Thank you very much to those people who have volunteered to help. 

 Finally, thank you so much for planning the children’s dinners in advance, it saves such a lot of time 

each morning. Next week is menu three but I forgot to put a copy in their homework folders – sorry! 

I will send a copy of the sheet electronically as an attachment to this update. You could, if you wish, 

let me know choices for Monday and Tuesday at least, which would be very helpful. You can just 

write a note or email me – I don’t mind which. You don’t have to print the sheet, as I have them all 

here and will send them on Monday if needed. 

 Don’t forget to contact me if you have any questions, problems or worries at all. I’m here to help 

and very happy to do so. 

Kind regards from Mrs Watts. 

 


