
Weekly update 24.9.21 

Homework update: 

Homework follows the usual pattern this week with the usual Maths sheet (for Tuesday), spellings 

to practice for Friday’s test and the requirement to have three parent signatures (by Thursday) in 
reading diaries. Apologies the Maths/spellings didn’t go home yesterday – we’ve had a few issues 
with our school printer this week unfortunately! 

Most pupils are now in a great routine with the reading records but there are some pupils who 

haven’t yet managed to complete this work. I have reminded the class that this is part of their 
homework and that regardless of reading ability all pupils benefit from reading and discussing a 
text regularly at home. 

Hopefully you have now all received your parent information/welcome packs that went home this 

week – please do have a look at the reading comprehension prompts if you are unsure of the sorts 
of questions and the range of questions to ask during discussion. Some of this might centre around 

clarifying vocabulary but there are other key skills such as summarising and making predictions 
which are equally as valuable! 

Weekly update: 

This week in English we have continued to work on writing connected to the Anglo-Saxon poem 
‘Beowulf’. Initially we have been exploring the use of kennings in the poem and we have designed 

our own kenning poems on a range of subjects. These are fun to write and great for developing 
skills with metaphorical language and also for introducing the hyphen to writing which can be a 
tricky one to use accurately. The Anglo-Saxons used lots of kennings in their writing – for instance 

‘battle-sweat’ would mean blood, ‘heaven’s-candle’ the sun and ‘whale-road’ was another way of 
saying the sea.  The original Beowulf contained hundreds of kennings – if was around a third of the 
text! 

Then our next piece we have been working on for the rest of the week was a ‘boast speech’ which 

the Anglo-Saxons would commonly use before a battle – it would describe all of their incredible 
qualities and their intentions before a battle and act as a rallying call and a morale booster! As part 
of this work, pupils have been applying their kennings knowledge as well as writing in an old-

fashioned, dramatic style. Pupils have edited and improved their works through a peer review 
session and several have performed their speeches! In addition to this we have also completed a 
range of spelling activities.  

In Maths this week we have completed our first block of work on the unit of ‘Place Value’ and we 

are now focusing on addition and subtraction, including exchanges (when the sum of a column is 
greater than 9 we ‘exchange’. So for instance 13 ones becomes 3 ones and we exchange the rest to 
1 ten – you may have used the term ‘carrying’ for this). 

In our PSHE work this week we’ve begun a topic on drugs awareness and we have been looking at 

the contents of a cigarette and the effects on our health. The pupils were quite shocked when they 
discovered some of the ingredients used to make cigarettes and some of their other purposes (i.e. 
rat poison)! 

In our topic work, we have spent time designing the illustration for our two-page spread which will 

be a non-chronological report on the Anglo Saxons and in Science we have begun looking at 
different ways of classifying materials and their properties, and looked at the difference between 
everyday language and scientific language to describe these ahead of a practical investigation into 

transparency next week. 

We’ve also have lessons in PE, music, programming (computing) and of course a brilliant scooter 
training session – check out our school website for pictures (thanks Mr Ratcliffe for those!). 

Key dates: 

Friday October 1st 2021 – Viking Activity Day at Murton Park 


