
Weekly Update for Class One - Week Beginning 19th July 2021 

 

It’s hard to believe that we have had our final week together as Class One. I will miss the children so 

much but they have been superstars and it will be great to see them in September as big Year Ones. 

You have also been amazing and I thank you for all the work you have put in and the support you have 

provided over the year – it makes all the difference.  
 

We did the summer activity maths with White Rose to consolidate calculating with mathematical 

problem solving this week and also finished our dragon writing. We used the water colour paints to 

make beautiful pictures to go with our writing and tried to achieve the magical effect we had seen in 

the images by Jackie Morris. We also finished writing and drawing our pictures for Mrs Barstow’s 

leaving card. 
 

We had a lovely visit to Harewood Park on Thursday. We walked down and had our snack in a shady 

spot before visiting the farm and bird garden. It was so hot we decided to cut the Lakeside walk out 

as the Chain Ferry wasn’t running, meaning we would have had to walk round to the Bothy and back, 

which would have been too far on a hot day. Instead, we had ice lollies after lunch (a treat for the 

children from Jayne, our chair of governors who accompanied us) and spend a little more time under 

the shade of the trees in the new Woodland Wonderland area. Wea also walked back up Church Lane, 

instead of the main drive, so we could stay in the shade. The children were all amazing and we had a 

great time. 
 

In music the children concluded their learning about African music by making their own composition 

called ‘Handa’s Surprise’.  They started the composition by listening to ‘Wimmoweh’ and walked to the 

pulse in turn, just like Handa in the story when she went to see her friend, Akeyo.  Then they sang a 

call and response song about the fruits in Handa’s basket – they loved the surprise bit at the 

end.  Next, they used the percussion instruments they had made and explored the different sounds 

that the instruments could make.  They thought very carefully about which instrument would be best 

for each animal in the story and how they should be played – whether they were loud or quiet, fast or 

slow, or an activity the animal might be doing like the monkey swinging through the trees.  
 

We did PE together using the large climbing frame in the hall, as promised, and completed circuits, 

travelling over, under and through. We also did our laps for the charity run and extra laps for absent 

friends too! 
 

The children have worked so hard through this difficult year so I really want them to have a good 

rest and enjoy the summer together with their families. However, six weeks is a long time when 

you’re five so it would be great to find time to do some consolidation of the things we have learned.  

I have collected the children’s reading books but not the tricky word lists, mini books or phonics 

sheets, which will be useful for you to look at again over the holidays to keep the children 

remembering what they have learned. It is the constant retrieval of knowledge and the subsequent 

application of it that strengthens our memories. In addition to these resources, I have put a Phase 

Four phonics activity book in the children’s bags. There is quite a lot of material so please work 

through it a little at a time. It includes handwriting practise using lines to demonstrate the correct 

height of the tall letters and also where the letters with descenders (f, g, j, p, q, y) should go. Please 

make sure you are with them when they do the book so they don’t consolidate misconceptions or 

practise bad handwriting habits by mistake. Their writing is getting so good and most form all their 

letters correctly, just needing to concentrate on a consistent size etc. However, it can be easy to 

relapse into the incorrect formation if it isn’t checked. The way they form the letters, each 

beginning in the correct place, travelling in the correct direction and ending in the right place is more 

important then how it looks when it’s finished at this stage. All the children have phonics and 

handwriting cards you can use as a reference if you need to. 



 

Below is also a link to the Letters and Sounds lessons page, which was put together during the first 

lockdown. There will be lessons on all the sounds the children have learned so they can revise and 

practise. Why not let them choose a digraph or trigraph to watch a lesson on? They are getting good 

at understanding the things they need to practise more, which is an amazing aid to their learning 

moving forward. There will be new GPC there too but don’t worry about these as they will be covered 

by Mrs Dodd in Class Two – Here is the link - Letters and Sounds for Home and School - YouTube  
 

Other tips for holiday learning- Look at story books, picture books and non-fiction books 

together - you can share the reading! Talk about what you have you learned from the book or what 

happens in the story.  Pause at different points and consider, what do you think might happen next? 

The children could write a few sentences about the story. Write a holiday diary. Talk about what you 

plan to do each day, do a list. Remember to keep generating and discussing the meaning of new 

vocabulary. Play word searches and word games. Remember to make sure the children understand any 

new vocabulary generated. What does the word mean? Does it remind you of another word? Does it 

have the same or a similar meaning as another word? How many syllables does it have? How many 

phonemes does it have? Can you sound it out phonetically or is it a tricky word? Can you put the word 

in a sentence of your own? Have a go at the Leeds Library Service Summer Reading Challenge, 

which we have talked about at school this past week. This year’s theme is Wild World Heroes. You can 

find the introductory film here - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rC2rCmcsLfA 

I know Mrs Burnley has already sent out a letter with information on how to sign up and it would be 

good to get lots of children coming back in September with stickers, prizes, certificates and 

medals.   
 

To help keep the maths fresh please encourage the children to use their skills at every opportunity.  

You can also, if you wish, revisit White Rose for the ‘Miss Cooper version’ of the maths activities we 

have been doing thought the summer term. You can use this link  Early Years | White Rose Maths 

Count to different numbers from different starting numbers. Count backwards from a different 

starting number to a different stopping number. Can you start again and continue counting down? Talk 

about ‘How many more?’ e.g. “If I have five and you have seven, how many more do you have?” 

Encourage the children to count on or back to find the answer – or they can use any physical resource 

to help them. Count in twos, in fives and tens – remember to sometimes look at the numbers as you 

count if you can (on a number line or number square). Practise number bonds (the composition of 

numbers e.g. 7 and 3 more is equal to 10). Remind the children to use their counting, subitising, 

estimating, doubling, halving and sharing skills through everyday activities. Apply in a range of 

contexts to become fluent and remember to address any misconceptions as they occur. Watch 

CBeebies Numberblocks Episodes together. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b08bzfnh/numberblocks It's good to look back at all older 

episodes of Numberblocks whenever you get the chance and talk about the maths you have seen in 

each episode. The children will begin to see new mathematical links and deepen their understanding on 

these revisits as their own understanding of number relationships grows.  

How about practising relaxation and mindfulness (you and the kids!) - Here are some nice links to 

Cosmic Kids guided relaxation videos. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBnPlqQFPKs                       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtYIQiXyrsE  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzYtNWjQiK0 

I will be transferring the Tapestry accounts from the EYFS account to the KS1 and KS2 account 

during the next week or so and you will be receiving a new account activation request from Tapestry. 

If you have older children in school, please make sure you use a different password for your new 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rC2rCmcsLfA
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b08bzfnh/numberblocks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBnPlqQFPKs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtYIQiXyrsE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzYtNWjQiK0


account. Thank you for the responses to the reports. Please don’t forget to send them in September 

if you haven’t done so yet.  
 

Don’t forget to check out the final blog for the year - Harewood CE Primary School Web Log 
 

Once again, I would like to thank you all so much for your very kind words, cards and gifts and of 

course your contributions to Mrs Barstow’s leaving gift, which she loved. It was so thoughtful and 

generous of you to get me the Betty’s vouchers and I look forward to using them. Thank you also for 

letting me teach your fabulous children for the year. You should all be very proud of you wonderful 

children. 
 

I really hope you have an amazing summer holidays everyone, stay safe and I look forward to seeing 

you in September! Kind regards, Mrs Watts x 
 

https://harewoodceprimary.blogspot.com/

