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Introduction 

1.1 Introduction  
Englesea Brook are seeking an exhibition designer to develop an historic cupboard into 

a display cabinet. We want to work with a designer that can help us utilise space we already 

have by explaining an historic object that belonged to Hugh Bourne, a key figure in the story 

of Primitive Methodism. We are seeking a designer that can develop a museum grade 

display cabinet that conforms to the requirements of collections care and accessibility, while 

keeping the historic essence of the cupboard in which it will be situated. 

1.2 Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum of Primitive Methodism 
Englesea Brook’s mission is ‘Transformed Lives, Transforming Lives’ – communicating to 

our audience and the public why we are relevant, through supporting current issues, just as 

the Primitive Methodists did in the past. We need to challenge people today to get back in 

touch with radical issues by being relevant and transformative through embracing our 

radical roots. 

We are the only museum of the 19th century Primitive Methodist movement, which 

began in 1807. The hamlet of Englesea Brook has been key to Primitive Methodism since its 

early days, first appearing on a PM preaching plan in 1811, when preaching began in the 

cottage of Sarah Smith, a farm labourer’s wife. A Primitive Methodist society was formed, 

and continued to meet in people’s homes, until the Chapel was built in 1828. It was 

substantially rebuilt in 1832, because it had become too small for their congregation.  

The Chapel, which holds monthly Heritage Services, welcomes visitors to explore the 

Chapel and Museum, where we exhibit artefacts from our extensive collection. Those 

artefacts not on display can be seen in our purpose built, climate-controlled store. Designed 

as an open store, we run tours offering an insight into this ‘behind-the-scenes’ area of the 

Museum. The Museum of Primitive Methodism is housed in the Hugh Bourne Memorial 

School, built in 1914. The graves of Hugh Bourne and other Primitive Methodists can be 

seen in our graveyard. 

You can learn more about us on our website: https://engleseabrook.org.uk/  

You can learn more about Primitive Methodism on our community history website, My 

Primitive Methodists: https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/  

You can also find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 
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1.3 Hugh Bourne at 250 

To commemorate the 250th anniversary of Bourne’s birth, we are planning several 

events throughout 2022. These include a conference, a series of talks, a travelling exhibition, 

and the restoration of Bourne’s grave. The transformation of the Bourne cupboard into a 

display cabinet is a key element of these commemorations.  

The cupboard is in a prominent place within the Chapel and is key to Bourne’s story. Our 

collection contains numerous personal items of Bourne’s, including his boot and walking 

stick – which are important for the story of his itinerant preaching – his carpet bag, 

spectacles and pocket watch. The aim of this transformation is twofold: 
1. The development of an exhibition telling the personal story of Bourne. By 

displaying his personal items in his family’s cupboard, it will enable visitors to 

get an insight into his personal world by opening doors and seeing his 

belongings.  

2. By transforming the cupboard into a display cabinet, we will have additional 

display space for future exhibitions.  

 



 

Hugh Bourne’s Cupboard Project Brief 

2.1 History of the Cupboard 

The cupboard is to the right of the Chapel door as visitors enter. It is thought to have 

been made by Hugh Bourne, who was a carpenter, at Bemersley Farm, the former home of 

the Bourne brothers. The cupboard joined the Englesea Brook Collection in 1993. The clock 

face at the top was discarded from the cupboard in the 1960s but was later found behind 

the barn at Bemersley. The clock is now worn, but is a white dial clock, which were originally 

made in the 1770s, replacing brass dial clocks. See figs.1-8 for details of the cupboard. 

2.2 Condition of the Cupboard 

Due to its age the cupboard will need some restoration before it can be transformed. 

The two large cupboards (figs.2&3) have a build-up of wallpaper that is now peeling, which 

will need removing. The two drawers (figs.5&6) are both unstable and will need to be 

consolidated. At the bottom are two small cupboards (figs.7&8), which currently, due to a 

lack of fixed handles, cannot be opened. The cupboard was clearly designed for everyday 

use, so was never an ornate piece, but it must be borne in mind throughout restoration and 

transformation that it is an historic artefact. 

2.3 Interpretation Possibilities 

The development of the cupboard will coincide with the other commemorative events 

of 2022, ready to house an exhibition of Bourne’s personal items upon completion. The 

display will include both objects and graphic panels. The graphics could be fitted inside the 

cupboard doors. Visitors will be invited to open the doors to find the information, including 

an overview of Bourne’s life and involvement in the development of Primitive Methodism, 

and labels for the individual objects.   

The panels and labels will be researched and written by Englesea Brook’s Research 

Officer and Heritage Officer. Once these are written we will ask the designer to design these 

to a professional standard, as well as ensuring their accessibility (see section 2.6 below). 

We welcome proposals from the designer for additional methods of interpretation 

alongside the traditional panels and objects. For example, there are two drawers (figs.5&6) 

that we would welcome suggestions for how to transform these into tactile, sensory 

experiences. Our thoughts are that these would have coverings to hide what is inside, with 

an opening for visitors to put their hands in to guess what is inside. The answer could be on 

a label underneath a flap that they lift. The items in these drawers will not be historic 

artefacts from our collection, but items related in some way to Bourne’s story. 

2.4 Environmental, Collections Care and Security Requirements 
The objects for display are a variety of sizes (figs.9-16), ranging from the largest (the 

boot, walking stick and carpet bag, figs.9-11, 12, 16) to the smallest (the spectacles and 

pocket watch, figs.13&14). To decide the best material (i.e., glass or acrylic) for the display 

cabinets that are to be fitted in the cupboard, an assessment of the weight capacity of the 

cupboard and the needs of the objects will need to be undertaken. The leather of the boot 

is fragile so would benefit from climate control, for which glass cabinets would be 

preferable. However, glass may be too heavy for the cupboard and acrylic therefore 



 

preferable. We would therefore like one of the cabinets within the cupboard to be 

environmentally controlled. This will be where the more fragile objects, including the boot 

(figs.9-11) and carpet bag (fig.16) will be displayed. 

It is also necessary to consider the environmental condition of the cupboard, as it is an 

historic artefact. It must be ensured that the display cabinets do not cause irreversible 

damage, such as causing condensation to be trapped and damage the wood. We welcome 

suggestions as to whether there are options for cabinets that remain permanently within 

the cupboard, or ones that can be removed. The Chapel, due to its age, is prone to 

condensation, particularly in the colder months.  

Security of the objects is essential, so the cabinets would need to be lockable as well as 

attached to the cupboard in a way that is unobtrusive and safe for the cupboard. 

An assessment is required of the visibility within the cupboard when the doors are open, 

for ease of reading the graphic panels and seeing the objects, including for those with visual 

impairments. If lights need to be fitted in the cupboard, they will need to be suitable so as 

not to harm the objects with excessive UV levels. A power supply is available a short 

distance from the cupboard for lighting purposes (fig.17). 

2.5 Audience  

Many of our visitors have a prior interest in Methodist history, so have an awareness of 

Bourne and the Primitive Methodist story. However, we do get visitors without specific 

knowledge, and we have received comments that it would be useful to have an introduction 

to Primitive Methodism close to the Chapel entrance. Having the story of Bourne in the 

cupboard will meet this need.  

We also cater to prebooked school groups and families. Therefore, the cupboard would 

need to appeal to a variety of age groups. The ‘sensory drawers’ would particularly appeal 

to children.  

2.6 Accessibility 
The panels and labels will be designed with accessibility in mind. Fonts will be chosen 

based on those most suitable for visual impairments and learning difficulties such as 

dyslexia. Examples of accessible fonts include Arial, Calibri and Comic Sans. The background 

colours and text colours on the panels and labels will be of a suitable contrast to make it 

legible for all. 

We are keen to increase our accessibility and would welcome suggestions of best 

options for visitors with visual impairments. 

We would also welcome suggestions for how to include an audio element, for example a 

recording of readings of extracts from Bourne’s journals or letters. This would add further 

inclusion for those with visual impairments, but not exclude those with hearing 

impairments, as there will be a variety of other interpretation within the cupboard. 

 



 

Contract 

3.1 Contract Details 
Client: Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum of Primitive Methodism 

The Project Team: The Englesea Brook team has five staff members, and we are working 

closely with our volunteers and others to develop all aspects of the Hugh Bourne at 250 

celebrations. The names and roles of those involved in key aspects of the project are below: 

• Ruth Hilton – Englesea Brook Project Director 

• Amy Wilkinson – Englesea Brook Heritage Officer 

• Elizabeth Morris – Englesea Brook Learning Officer 

• Tim Macquiban – Englesea Brook Research Officer 

• Stephen Brown – Englesea Brook Administrator  

• Sarah Hollingdale – Methodist Heritage Officer 

Point of Contact for Applicants: 

Amy Wilkinson – Englesea Brook Heritage Officer 

heritage@engleseabrook.org.uk | 01270 820836  

3.2 Project Timescales 
 We plan to appoint by February 2022 for work to be completed by the end of March 

2022. If designers have attended our Open Days (see section 4.2) and feel this timeframe 

would need extending for the work necessary, we welcome suggestions in your applications.  

3.3 Budget 
 Our estimated budget for the project is £5,000-£7,000. 

Applications for Tender 

4.1 Applications  

Applications should include an outline of the plan for the development of the 

cupboard. Plans for how to transform the cupboard into a display cabinet must cover the 

materials used, collections care considerations for both the artefacts and cupboard 

(including how to maintain the cupboard in the long run following the transformation), and 

interpretation that meets accessibility requirements (see section 2.6). Alongside a 

description of your plans, please include sketch(es)/diagram(s) of your proposals. A 

breakdown of costs (including VAT), timescales, materials and additional resources should 

also be included. 

 Please include a breakdown of your team and your company status. Please also 

provide examples of past projects, as well as two references. Referees will be contacted as 

part of the assessment process.  
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4.2 Open Days/Site Visits 
We will be hosting Open Days for interested designers to come on site to assess the 

cupboard, its condition, and the Chapel, to aid application development. The Open Days are: 

• Wednesday 5 January 2022 

• Friday 7 January 2022 

If neither of these dates are possible but you would still like a site visit, please contact 

Amy Wilkinson on heritage@engleseabrook.org.uk.  

4.3 Tender Timescales 
1. Application deadline: Friday 21 January 2022, 12pm 

2. Shortlisting: Tuesday 25 January 2022 

3. Interviews: Week beginning Monday 31 January 2022 

4. Project start date: Monday 14 February 2022 

4.4 Submission 
Please send all applications to Amy Wilkinson – heritage@engleseabrook.org.uk – by 

the deadline. If any files are too large to send via email, please share them using 

WeTransfer, or other file sharing sites.  
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Additional Information  
Please find below a brief biography of Hugh Bourne, photographs of the cupboard, including 

the different sections, and photographs of the artefacts from the Englesea Brook Collection 

that will feature in the exhibition in the cupboard about Hugh Bourne’s personal life. 

Accompanying the artefact images are details about their materials, conditions, and 

environmental recommendations. The artefacts consist of a variety of materials, so the 

recommended RH in this circumstance is 50-55%. Due to the historic nature of the Chapel 

and the issues around condensation in colder months it will be important to consider the 

best display cabinet materials for environmental conditions (see section 2.4). 

 

Hugh Bourne  

Born on 3 April 1772 at Fordhays Farm, near Stoke-on-Trent, Hugh Bourne is celebrated, 

along with William Clowes, as one of the co-founders of Primitive Methodism. From an early 

age Bourne displayed an interest in non-conformist Christian movements, including the 

Quakers. As a young man he joined a Wesleyan society. He favoured open air preaching, 

influenced by the itinerancy of John Wesley and other early Methodists. On 31 May 1807, 

Bourne organised a Camp Meeting (open-air worship) at Mow Cop, near Stoke-on-Trent. 

However, the Wesleyans were wary of these meetings and Bourne was excluded from 

Wesleyan Methodism on 17 June 1808. 

Undeterred, Bourne, along with Clowes, continued to preach and establish new 

societies. They adopted the name ‘Primitive Methodists’ in 1812, arguing that they were 

returning to John Wesley’s original aims for Methodism, including taking the gospel to the 

poor through itinerant preaching. Bourne was a natural organiser, taking on an 

administrative role as new circuits and districts developed across the country. He also 

worked with his brother, James, to publish books and tracts to aid education on their 

printing press at Bemersley Farm, the home of the two brothers. 

Bourne worked tirelessly for the movement up until his death on 11 October 1852. 

Several articles about Bourne can be found on the My Primitive Methodists website. 

https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/


 

Fig.1. Full view of cupboard, showing the two large cupboards, long thin central cupboard, 

two drawers, and two small cupboards at the bottom. 

Measurements: Height = 2m | Width = 1.58m 

 

Fig.2. Left side large cupboard containing three 

shelves. In this cupboard and the right side 

large cupboard there is wallpaper, now peeling, 

that gives them an untidy look.  

Measurements: H = 1.23m | W = 60cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 

Fig.4. Long central cupboard. One shelf in 

the centre. 

Measurements: H = 1.84m | W = 36cm 

Fig.5. Left side drawer. Both drawers are 

loose and will need stabilising. 

Measurements: Length = 31cm |  

W = 53cm 

Fig.3. Right side large cupboard. Contains 

two shelves. 



 

  
Fig.6. Right side drawer. Both drawers 

are loose and will need stabilising. 

Fig.7. Left side small cupboard. Both 

small cupboards cannot currently be 

opened. 

Measurements: H = 32cm | W = 53cm 

(these are measurements of the outside 

of the door). 

Fig.8. Right side small cupboard. Both 

small cupboards cannot currently be 

opened. 



 

 

 

 

Figs.9-11. Hugh Bourne’s boot:  

Material(s): Leather, cloth and metal studs in the sole  

Condition: Fragile 

Length: 29cm | Width: 9.5cm | Height: 14.5cm 

• Recommended max illumination for textiles = 50lux 

• Recommended max illumination for undyed leather = 200lux 

• Recommended max UV for textiles/undyed leather = 75µ 

• Recommended max temperature for textiles/undyed leather = 18⁰C 

• Recommended RH levels for textiles/undyed leather = 50-60% 

 

 



 

Fig.12. Hugh Bourne’s walking stick: 

Material(s): Wood  

Condition: Good 

L: 73cm | Handle length: 13.5cm 

 

• Recommended max illumination for wood = 200lux 

• Recommended max UV for wood = 75µ 

• Recommended max temperature for wood = 18⁰C 

• Recommended RH levels for wood = 50-60% 

Fig.13. Hugh Bourne’s spectacles:  

Material(s): Steel and glass 

Condition: Good (one lens missing) 

L: 12cm | Arm length: 10.8cm 

• Recommended max illumination for metals and glass = 300lux 

• Recommended max UV for metals and glass = 75µ 

• Recommended max temperature for ferrous metals = 10-25⁰C 

• Recommended max temperature for glass = 18⁰C 

• Recommended RH levels for ferrous metals = less than 15% 

• Recommended RH levels for glass = 42% 



 

Fig.14. Hugh Bourne’s pocket watch: 

Material(s): Metal and glass 

Condition: Good 

H: 7cm | Width: 5cm 

See Fig.13. for recommended conditions for glass and ferrous metals. Recommended temperature 

and RH levels for non-ferrous metals are below, as the exact metal of the watch is unknown. 

• Recommended max temperature for non-ferrous metals = 10-25⁰C 

• Recommended RH levels for non-ferrous metals = Less than 35% 

 

 

 

 

Fig.15. Postcard of Ford Hayes Farm, Hugh Bourne’s birthplace: 

Material(s): Card 

Condition: Good 

Long side: 13.7cm | Short side: 8.9cm 

• Recommended max illumination for card = 50lux 

• Recommended max UV for card = 75µ 

• Recommended max temperature for card = 16-19⁰C 

• Recommended RH levels for card = 45-60% 

 



 

 

Fig.16. Hugh Bourne’s carpet bag 

Material(s): Carpet 

Condition: Fragile 

H: 45cm | W: 50cm 

• Recommended max illumination for textiles = 50lux 

• Recommended max UV for textiles = 75µ 

• Recommended max temperature for textiles = 18⁰C 

• Recommended RH levels for textiles = 50-60% 

 

 

 

Fig.17. Plugs available for power supply that may be needed for cupboard lighting.  


