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PRESS RELEASE  

Tucked away in the Saharan desert lies the oasis city of Ghadames, considered an 
assembly point for the caravans crossing the desert. The old part of the town, 
which is surrounded by a wall, has been declared World Heritage of the UNESCO. 
However it was de-populated of its inhabitants throughout the 1990s, leaving the 
old buildings at risk of collapse due to a lack of maintenance.

With the main purpose of injecting life in the abandoned old city and attracting 
tourism, Light Cibles acts upon this gateway to the Sahara. The magic this town 
once experienced has inspired to revive the bustling sounds and images that 
flooded its streets. The project consists of three main parts: functional lighting, 
video installations and landscape lighting / treatment of the surrounding 
vegetation.

The streets will be treated with warm light evoking the once candle lit paths and 
the nearby bonfires. LED fittings where placed on wall niches covered with antique 
lanterns that cast traditional shaped shadows on ceilings and floors. Special 
emplacements in the city will also be lighted with warm tones creating an overall 
romantic ambience. To complement the functional lighting a selection of torches 
will be available for tourists to use in a guided night visit of the town. This special 
lamp represents the ancient beacons made of burning palm centers, commonly 
used by the villagers. To have light they had to keep the cinder alive by agitating 
the palm torch constantly. To fully experience this ancient practice the visitors will 
have to shake the led torch while discovering the revival of the old city.
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Various areas, inside de old city, where selected to become the scenarios of the old 
days reproduced by shadows. In the main plaza, used mainly as a marketplace, 
projected shadows reenact a caravan of camels entering into the old city. The 
typical sounds of the commercial oasis are reproduced to accompany the coming 
and going of the caravan’s shadows. While discovering the town the visitor can 
encounter the recreation of a children’s’ Koran school assembled around a fire. A 
spectacle of traditional dances can be admired throughout the city’s old walls and 
prayers chants can be heard near the mosque. These videos and effects make 
direct reference to the spirit of the site.

The surrounding oasis vegetation will appear to be lit by the flickering light of a 
nearby bonfire. This effect is achieved with the help of a dmx led projector. This 
warm orange light contrasts directly with the moonlit skies of the desert and 
recreates the mood of the ancient lifestyle of Ghadames.  The deep traditions of 
the Libyan people have given a spin to this city. This project intends to revive and 
honor the thrusting lifestyle of the glorious days of the oasis.
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