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LIGHT CIBLES in ParIS,FraNCE.
THE CENTEr FOr NEW INDUSTrIES aND TECHNOLOGIES : CNIT .

Winners of the competition organised by the city of Nice in 2003, Light Cibles, in collaboration with the Bruno Fortier architec-
tural agency, completed last June the lighting project for the Place Massena and the surrounding areas.
The square was previously dominated by traffic, but has now been pedestrianised, and stretches from the Fontaine du Soleil to 
the Rue Massena. The huge space is framed by a magnificent aisle of candelabra, giving off a convivial light that is most appropri-
ate to the new function. This involved considerable restoration work, particularly concerning the reproduction of 44 candelabra 
dating from the 1950s, with posts (Néri) made of steel, cast-iron ornaments, and 176 lanterns (Comatelec Schreder) equipped 
with modern light-sources incorporating metallic iodide lamps with ceramic burners.

Contrary to normal urban lighting, Light Cibles chose lanterns with a functional downward lighting stream, but which also high-
lights the surrounding building facades. The lighting is perfectly adapted to a space that covers more than 22,000 square metres, 
and the alignment of the lamp-posts from the arcades to the fountain accentuates the magical atmosphere of the perspectives. 
Beneath the arcades, 96 glass lanterns equipped with a metallic iodide source light the arches, creating a convivial ambiance. 
As well as the meticulous restoration work, particular care was given to facilitate maintenance.
Concerning the lighting of the Fontaine du Soleil, an ensemble of powerfully sculpted bronze statues, Louis Clair played on the 
realism of the models’ muscles, enhancing the contrasts to give the impression that “the statues are advancing towards the 
light”.

One of the numerous projects currently underway in the French capital con-
cerns the restructuring of the most emblematic edifice in the La Défense 
business quarter: le CNIT.Light Cibles’ role involves using light to enhance 
and magnify the architectural aspects and choices introduced by Jean Luc 
Crochon and Cuno Bruliman, who have re-conceived the interior and “liber-
ated” Jean Prouvé’s façade…

Light Cibles is working on a number of strategic areas, including the inner 
space beneath the emblematic 50-metre high vaulted arch the building is 
known for. To compensate for the previous lack of light, the team decided to 
illuminate the inner façade in a spectacular manner. This involves the use of 
serigraphically printed glass panels designed to capture the white light from 
some 600 racks of LEDs.

To accompany and prolong the vault feature, which provides a continuity be-
tween the inner and outer spaces, urban lighting equipment is installed from 
the plaza up to the interior.

The space created by the architects is illuminated in a way that leads the 
visitors from the entrance to the garden, a circular space beneath skylights, 
surrounded by offices. Light Cibles has designed a “magical” lighting system, 
with light-filled balloons, and the illumination of the transversal walkways on 
three levels.The two enormous arched facades (100 metres long), and their 
vertical glass siding, have their own specific lighting, although the dominant 
colour is still white.

Underground, Light Cibles is designing the lighting for conference rooms and 
for the four exhibition halls (Paris Expo) and, in particular, in the various halls 
and passage-ways leading directly to the Métro and RER lines.
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