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PRESS RELEASE  

In Madrid, running on both banks of the Manzanares River, is the important arterial 
road: the M-30. The road runs 6 miles between the Bridge of the French and the 
former slaughterhouse in Legazpi . This pathway creates a strong barrier between 
the city and the river bed. 

The ambitious urban project on the borders of the Manzanares River is based on 
the historic opportunity that involves the burial of the traffic lane to create a linear 
riverside park of more than 6 kilometers connected to the city.  The problem faced 
by the  City Council Committee, M-Rio, is how to deal with a large area of an 
exceptional public scale during the early stages of the project before being finally 
completed. 

To solve this problem a contest was launched to obtain the best ideas from lighting 
specialists. An invitation was extended to eight teams of lighting designers 
challenging them to propose, within three weeks, a lighting plan for the edges of 
the Manzanares River corresponding to the tranche burying the M-30.  The main 
challenge was to propose a temporary idea worthy of an urban setting of great 
extension with a minimal investment.

Light Cibles was invited to participate in the contest launched in 2007. The 
proposal went in hand with Madrid’s Tourism proposal, highlighting 12 themes 
related to the city. The objective was to help identify these 12 images representing 
Madrid on the course of the riverside.  Strategically placed grids would serve as 
frames to identify each element along the Manzanares River. The frames will 
establish a guided tour along the way thus unifying the important views scattered 
in this massive open space. Selected elements will also be lighted, such as the 
former slaughterhouse, bridges and arches. In the bare areas of the riverside 
special lampposts with hanging grids would be placed to recreate the shadows of 
the missing vegetation. All the fittings proposed could be reutilized in the final 
stage of the riverside project
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