
LIGHT CIBLES in LEBANON
BEIRUT SOUKS

Among the numerous projects completed in these last years in the Lebanese capital, 
probably, the Beirut Souks have been the most eagerly awaited one.

In the last phase of this wide project, Light Cibles was entrusted with the lighting design of 
the buildings skilfully designed by Libanese and international architects such Rafael Moneo

Since the natural crowning of the city center was destroyed during the war, the Souks are 
re-emerging as a lively shopping and enterteinment center after long years of work.

and Kevin Dash. 

The project is developed in a 180.000 square meters of floor space where landscaped 

The lighting for the Beirut Souks has been carefully studied to enhance during the night the 

pedestrian  areas connect with retail stores, exclusive restaurants, coffee bars and private 
offices in the upper levels.

powerful impact created by the vertical spaces of the covered streets of Souk El Tawileh 
and Jamil.
At sunset the Ajjami Square, an half-light shelter to the scorching heat of the sunny days, 
transforms  itself into a box of light overflowing with life.

In a studied contrast with the welcoming athmospheres of these spaces, the landscape 
pedestrian areas are smoothly illuminated in order to discreetly accompany the visitor 
in the discovery of this complex project.
While walking around the area it is possible to run into special surprises like the mashrabiya-style
ceiling of some covered passages in the Gold Souk or ancient ruins brought to light 
during the excavation of the foundations. The light plays with these elements creating 
suggestive ambiences which evoke the magic of the old spirit of Beirut.

After two years of research and development, the project was launched at the end of 2009.
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