
 Year 2  Home Learning – Autumn Term 1  

This term our topic is called ‘An Island Home’ and our English 
focus is based around the Katie Morag stories by Mairi 
Hedderwick.  

 

Reading 

Read other stories with a Scottish theme such as; Greyfriars Bobby by Eleanor Atkinson, 
Hamish the Hairy Haggis by A K Peterson, The Adventures of Hamish and Mirren by Moira 
Miller, Nessie the Loch Ness Monster by Richard Brassey, The Grouse and the Mouse by Emily 
Dodd and The Utterly Otterley’s by Mairi Hedderwick. Develop reading automatically and 
fluently and practise your comprehension skills. 

You may want to find non-fiction books about Skara Brae, Scottish castles or Sottish animals. 
Use the contents and index pages to help you. 

Recap phase 3 and phase 5 phonic patterns – use the internet sites for 
‘Geraldine the Giraffe’ and ‘Phonics Play’ to help you.  

Writing 

Write sentences about your summer holidays using accurate punctuation i.e. capital letters to 
start a sentence, or a name and a full stop to end a sentence. 

From books you have read or programmes you have watched, write a character description 
for a person or an animal using adjectives to help add detail. You could also try writing a 
description of a setting from a book or somewhere you visited during the summer holidays. 

Practise writing sentences with verbs in (doing words e.g. skipping, swimming) about what you 
do each day. 

Practise joining sentences using conjunctions such as and, but, or, so, because and when. Think 
about the size and orientation of your handwriting too. 

Write a postcard from somewhere you have visited. Try and add as much detail as you can 
in the small space. 

Make a story map to help you write your own story. Draw your characters and settings and 
then draw pictures of the sequence of events in your story. Think about who did your 
characters meet? What was the problem they encountered? Who helped? How was the 
problem resolved? What happened in the end? 

Write a lengthy story, think about the Katie Morag stories we have read at school, using 
chapters to sequence events and show changes in place and time. Use adjectives, 
verbs and conjunctions to make your sentences more interesting. You can make 
it about Katie Morag or use your own characters. 
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