
Reception – Spring 1 Jan/Feb 2022 
English – This half term we will continue to focus on the foundations of literacy.  Developing 
the key speaking and listening skills children need to become fantastic readers and writers.  At 
Picknalls we follow the Letters and Sounds programme, and we will be revisiting the phase 3 
sounds embedding digraphs and in particular the use of digraphs in the children’s reading and 
writing.  You may find the following website useful https://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-
3.html We will be focussing on the following letter sounds: - ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, 
oo, ar, or, ur, er, air, ear and ure this half term. Remember it is the sound not the name that 
we learn initially e.g. j for jelly.  We will be looking at digraphs where two letters make one 
sound e.g. ch for chip and trigraphs where three letters make one sound e.g. igh as in night.  
Why not try some of these activities at home.  We will also be looking at learning to read and 
write the tricky words the, to, I, no, go and into.  We call these tricky as they do not sound 
out and just have to be learnt. 
We introduce each letter using ‘Geraldine The 
Giraffe’.  Below is a link to the ch episode but you 
will be able to find one for each letter on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyrYDitif1o&t=47s 

Find in the App store: 
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/phonics-
match/id915004046 
 

Splat the sound.  Fill some balloons with water 
and write a digraph on it.  A grown up shouts out 
a digraph and the child splats the sound by 
jumping on the balloon and popping it!!!  A game 
to play outside with wellies. 
 

 
Draw round your 
child’s feet, cut 
out and write 
digraphs on them.  
Start by asking 
them to jump on a 
specific sound.  
Once they have 
mastered this say 
a word e.g. chip 
and ask them to 
jump on the 
digraph they hear.  
You can do this 

even if the digraph is in the middle of a word e.g. 
moon.  Eventually you might like to try writing 
words with digraphs e.g.  chip, boat, night etc 
then say a word and challenge them to find it.  
How many words can they find in 1 minute?  

Rhyming 
dominoes.  
Using 
lollipop 
sticks or 
rectangles 
of paper 
create a set 
of dominoes 
with words 

that rhyme mixed up on them.  Share the 
dominoes out and play as normal but the words 
that touch must rhyme.  
 

 
Make a word/sound 
sorting game.  Use milk 
bottle tops of circles of 
card to write lots of 
words with digraphs in.  
Then provide a pot for 
each sound to sort them 
in.  This works best when 
you focus on three 

sounds each time.  Make this extra fun by making 
the circles into coins and the pots into treasure 
chests.  You could even hide the coins around the 
house and draw a map to help find them. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-3.html
https://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-3.html
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/phonics-match/id915004046
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/phonics-match/id915004046


Reception – Spring 1 – Jan/Feb 2022 
Maths – This half term we will be counting in 2’s, ordering by size, adding two single digit 
numbers, doubling, subtraction and sharing and halving.  Please find below some ideas that 
you might like to try at home. 

Count carefully to 10 then 20 then 30 can you 
get to 40?  Remember to start with 0 then pop up 
1 finger for each number till you get to 10, 20 
etc. 

 Can you count backwards and put a finger down 
each time you say a number? Can you count 
backwards from 20? 

Counting in 2’s 

 

Ordering by Size 

 

 

Addition 

 

Doubling 

 

Sharing/Halving Subtraction 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Reception– Spring 1 – Jan/Feb 2022 
Connected Curriculum – This half term our topic is: Sensational Stories.  Each week we will look at a 
traditional tale and an alternative version of that tale. We have provided details and some activity 
suggestions below to allow you to support your child’s learning at home.  Should you require any further 
information please do not hesitate to talk to the Reception staff.  We love to see what the children achieve at 
home so please feel free to send pictures to Mrs Jones ajones@picknalls.co.uk or   Mrs Cornes 
lcornes@picknalls.co.uk . Whilst we love to celebrate your child’s achievements in the classroom if you 
confirm in your email, we are ok to use on the schools Twitter, Instagram and website we will also 
share/celebrate your child’s achievements electronically with our wider school community. 

Week Commencing: 
 
5th January 2022 
Jack and the Beanstalk and Jack and the Jelly 
Beanstalk. 

 
                  
Lots of the stories we read this half term will start 
‘Once Upon a Time…’ 
 
This book is all about a little boy who tries to help 
his mum by taking their cow to the market. 
 
What could you do at home to be kind and helpful? 
 
Below are links to these stories. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5rxfLRgXRE&t=600s 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvDdRWzB5gg&t=23s 
 

Here is a link to a Jack and the Beanstalk panto. 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCsiS5gnV6U 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5rxfLRgXRE&t=600s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvDdRWzB5gg&t=23s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCsiS5gnV6U


 
10th January 2022 

The Three Little Pigs 

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs 

 

Below are links to these stories. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLR2pLUsl-Y 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vB07RfntTvw 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLR2pLUsl-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vB07RfntTvw


 

17th January 

Little Red Riding Hood 

The Wolf’s Story: What Really Happened To Little 
Red Riding Hood 

 

Below are links to these stories. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDMWJCrDVMI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPTFokxoXN8 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDMWJCrDVMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPTFokxoXN8


 

24th January 

Cinderella 

Prince Cinders 

 

Below are links to these stories. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgwZebuIiXc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOaEIiHT4tI 

 

Why not create a fizzy Fairy Godmother potion! 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgwZebuIiXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOaEIiHT4tI


 
 
31st January 
 
Goldilocks and The Three Bears 
 
Goldilocks and Just The One Bear 
 
 

 
 
 
Below are links to these stories. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOJ_A5tgBKM 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2PBwYymLgo 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOJ_A5tgBKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2PBwYymLgo


 
 
7th February 2022 
 
Rapunzel 
 
How The Library (Not The Prince) Saved Rapunzel 
 

 
 
Below are links to these stories. 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsUgCkufZZo 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gO-3trngN1U 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsUgCkufZZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gO-3trngN1U


 
14th February 2022 
 
The Gingerbread Man 
 
The Ninjabread Man 
 

 
 
Below are links to these stories. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pckuS--
UlV4&t=423s 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHwaVXMEMSs 
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