
Reception - Autumn 2 – Nov/Dec 2021 
English – This half term we will continue to focus on the foundations of literacy.  
Developing the key speaking and listening skills children need to become 
fantastic readers and writers.  At Picknalls we use Monster Phonics to teach 
phonics and we will be looking particularly at Phase Three.  The following link 
may be useful. 
https://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-3.html We will learn the letter sounds 
j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or and ur this half term. 
Remember it is the sound not the name that we learn initially e.g. j for jelly.  We 
will be looking at digraphs where two letters make one sound e.g. ch for chip and 
trigraphs where three letters make one sound e.g. igh as in night.  
Why not try some of these activities at home. 
 We introduce each letter using ‘Geraldine The 
Giraffe’.  Below is a link to the ch episode but you will 
be able to find one for each letter on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyrYDitif1o&t=47s 

Find in the App store: 
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/phonics-
match/id915004046 
 

Why not make and play a game. 
 
Sound pairs! Write all these sounds twice on pieces of card 
cut to the same size. m,d,g,o,c,k,b,h,f,j,v,w, now mix them 
up and lie them facedown- next take it in turns with an 
adult to turn over two letters and see if they match- 
remember to look carefully at what your partner turns over 
too! 

Let’s get messy! Ask an adult to pour 
some gloop, hair gel, sugar or even glitter 
onto a dark tray or plate now have a go 
at forming the 
letters we have 
learnt so far.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Musical letters.  Write out all the 
sounds we have learnt so far on 
circles and arrange them in a large 
circle.  Play some music and 
hop/jump from letter to letter.  When 
the music stops shout out the letter 
you are on.  Can you think of 

something that starts with that letter?  Can you run and 
find something that starts with that letter in your house? 

 
Sparkly writing- Mrs Cornes and Mrs 
Jones like all things that sparkle, can 
you use some gel pens to make a list 
of things that start with a given letter? 
How about trying to put one of your 
words into a simple caption E.g. The 
box is big.  Try and remember to form 
your letters sitting them on a line and 
remember your finger space between 
each word. 
 

 Playdoh fun- we have enjoyed doing dough-disco over 
the last few weeks- get a parent to form the focus 
letter sounds onto pieces of A4 paper and have a go at 
rolling the playdough long enough to cover the letter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Splat a sound- get an adult to help you 
draw spiders webs on a long roll of 
paper- write the letter sounds in each 
web and 
when an 
adult shouts 
out a sound 
splat it with a 
fly swat!! 
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Count carefully to 10 then 20 then 30.  Remember to 
start with 0 then pop up 1 finger for each number till 
you get to 10, 20 and 30. 
 

Can you count backwards and put a finger 
down each time you say a number? Can you 
count backwards from 20? 
 

One More 
Roll a dice and count out grapes, peas or sultanas 
to the amount it lands on- now add one more- 
what is the answer? E.g. roll a 6 count 6 grapes 
then add one more what is the total? 
Use an egg box and write number between 1 and 
20 in each section. Using tweezers see if you can 
fill them with one 
more than the stated 
number of peas, 
lentils, sultanas etc.- 
don’t forget to tip 
them out to check you 
have got them right. 
 

One Less 

 

If Mrs Jones had 9 chocolates and Mrs 
Cornes took one away, she would have 8 
left. It can be recorded like this 9-1=8 
 

Measuring 
Can you use a ruler to measure in cm’s? 

 
 

 

 
 

Capacity 

   

 

Language of capacity: Full, empty, half full, 
nearly full, nearly empty, estimate. 

Positional Language 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idJYhjGyWTU 
 

Weighing 

Maths – This half term we will be focussing on one more and one less than a 
given number, measuring, capacity, positional language and weighing.  Why not 
try some of the activities below? 
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Connected Curriculum – This half term our topic is: Let’s Celebrate.  We have provided details and some 
activity suggestions below to allow you to support your child’s learning at home.  Should you require 
any further information please do not hesitate to talk to the Nursery staff.  We love to see what the 
children achieve at home so please feel free to send pictures to Mrs Jones ajones@picknalls.co.uk or   
Mrs Cornes lcornes@picknalls.co.uk . Whilst we love to celebrate your child’s achievements in the 
classroom if you confirm in your email, we are ok to use on the schools Twitter, Instagram and website 
we will also share/celebrate your child’s achievements electronically with our wider school community. 

Week Commencing 
1st November  
The Best Diwali Ever 

 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Here are some fun Diwali and Bonfire Night activities 
to try at home. 

 

 

 

mailto:ajones@picknalls.co.uk
mailto:lcornes@picknalls.co.uk


8th November 
Poppies 
 
Where The Poppies Now Grow 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Remembrance Day is on the 11th November. 
• Remembrance Sunday is the Sunday following 

the 11th. 
• We hold a 2minute silence at 11am to 

remember all those who died during the wars.  
• Poppies are worn to remember fallen heroes; 

they were the flowers that grew wild in the 
fields where soldiers fought. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



15th November 

Paddington’s Post 

 

 

19th November 

Children In Need 

 

 

 

 

 

• Money raised goes to help 
families in poverty and those 
who are in need of financial 
support.  

• Pudsey bear is the character 
associated with Children in 
Need- he also has a friend  
Called Blush bear- she is a girl 
bear. 

• Pudsey wears an eye patch to 
show that he also is in need, it 
helps children relate to him. 
 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/CN1033-Stay-at-Home-
Resources.pdf  

There are lots of wonderful activities to try. Click on 
the link above to download and print the ones you 
fancy completing.  

Below are some other fun ideas to get involved with 
Children in Need Day! 

 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CN1033-Stay-at-Home-Resources.pdf
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CN1033-Stay-at-Home-Resources.pdf
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CN1033-Stay-at-Home-Resources.pdf


22nd November 

Hanukkah  

Hanukkah Bear 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MuusbslB_TM 

 

 

  

Hanukkah is the Jewish festival of lights 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MuusbslB_TM


 
29th November 
St Andrews Day 
Christingles 
 
This week we will start with St.Andrews 
Day locating Scotland on a map and 
comparing it with England. 

 
 
Christingles -  
A Christingle is a symbolic object used 
in the Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany 
services of many Christian 
denominations. Christingle, from a 
word of German origin, Christkindl, 
meaning 'Little Christ Child', is used to 
celebrate Jesus Christ as the "Light of 
the World". 
 
Advent- 
Today, the season of Advent lasts for 
four Sundays leading up to Christmas. 
At that time, the new Christian year 
begins with the twelve-day celebration 
of Christmastide, which lasts from 
Christmas Eve until Epiphany on 
January 6 

 
 

  

 



 
6th December 
 
The Christmas Story 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
& How Winston Delivered Christmas 

 
Friday 10th December – We will celebrate 
Christmas Jumper Day. 
 

 

 
  

 

  

 



 
13th December 
 
A week of christmas fun! 

 

  
 

 

  

  

  
 


