
Reception - Autumn 1 - Sept/Oct 2021 
English – This half term we will be focussing on the foundations of literacy.  Developing the 
key speaking and listening skills children need to become fantastic readers and writers.  At 
Picknalls we follow the Letters and Sounds programme, and we will be looking particularly at 
Phase Two.  The following link may be useful. 
https://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2.html 
We will learn the letter sounds s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss this 
half term. Remember it is the sound not the name that we learn initially e.g. sssss for snake.  
Why not try some of these activities at home. 
‘Geraldine The Giraffe’ is a fun way to reinforce the 
sounds the children learn in school.  Below is a link to 
the s episode but you will be able to find one for each 
letter on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUmUpf-JNoU 

Go for a hunt round your house.  
How many things can you find 
beginning with the letter you are 
working on? 
 
Have a go at writing the letter.  
 

Memory Match – Write each of the letters we have 
learnt so far on a square of paper, you will need two 
sets.  Shuffle them up 
and place upside down 
on a flat surface.  Player 
one turns two cards over 
and says the letter sound 
on each card.  If they 
match they can keep the 
cards.  If they don’t turn 
them back over and the 
next player takes a turn.  
Continue until all the 
cards have been 
collected.  The winner is the person with the most 
cards.  Extensions to this include matching capital letter 
with the sound and a picture to its initial sound. 
 

Why not try Mrs Jones’ alphabet challenge? 
 
h ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkgNkdbrYmQ&t=5s 

Once your child has learnt the first 6 sounds they are 
ready to start blending the sounds together to start 
hearing and then reading simple 
words.  Grown-ups write the 
words on pieces of paper and 
point to the letters as you 
sound them out. s a t -  sat etc.  
Children make take some time 
to hear words it’s a case of little 
and often.  

Create some sound baskets.  
Collect a selection of objects 
from around the house that 
start with the letters we have 
looked at so far.  Arrange 
some baskets or containers in 
a line.  Label each one with a 
letter sound and then ask your child to sort the objects into 
the correct container by listening for the initial sound. 
 

Saying and singing 
nursery rhymes is 
great for 
developing pre- 
reading skills.  Can 
you say five 
different nursery 
rhymes every day?  

Could you make some finger puppets to go with your 
favourite nursery rhyme? 

Pass the Parcel – 2 or three objects where you have two of 
the same thing.  Arrange one set of objects in a line.  Wrap 
the pairs up individually.  Allow each child to feel the 
wrapped objects and describe what they feel.  Is it soft, 
hard, big, small etc. they then place the wrapped object in 
front of the object they think is 
the matching pair.  Once they 
have placed all the wrapped 
parcels allow them to unwrap 
them and see how many they 
got right.  
 

https://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUmUpf-JNoU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkgNkdbrYmQ&t=5s
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://morsearts.wordpress.com/2010/10/08/mystery-objects/&psig=AOvVaw12FviK96hOJXvMqmvlGwGm&ust=1589374810140000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKjXzeKwrukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Maths – This half term we will be focussing on counting to 5 and then 10.  Recognising the 
numerals 0 to 10 as well as writing the numbers to 10. Counting out a given number of 
objects.   

Why not try some of these activities at home. 

 
Count carefully to 10 then 20.  Remember to start with 
0 then pop up 1 finger for each number till you get to 
10 or 20. 

 

 
Can you count backwards and put a finger down each time 
you say a number? 

Can you count out the correct 
number of Cheerios/sultanas to 
match the number in the paper 
cake case? 

Can you use play doh to 
make the shape of each 
number?  Can you push 
the right amount of 
beads or similar into each 
number? 

Draw 10 circles on a piece of 
paper.  Roll a dice, count the 
spots then carefully count 
out that many 
marshmallows.  Who will be 
the first person to fill all their 

circles?  As your child grows in confidence gradually 
increase the number of circles you start with. 

Make 10 flowers and write the numbers 
from 0 to 10 in their centre.  Can your 
child arrange/plant them in the correct 
order?  You could do the same but stick 
numbered labels on cars, dinosaurs, 
train carriages etc.  Can your child 
order them from 0 to 10.  As an extra challenge can they 
order them from 10 to 0? 

Make cards with 
numbers and or dots 
for your child to 
count.  Provide a tray 
of sand, glitter, flour 
etc. and let your child 
try and write the 
correct number using 
their finger, a stick or 

even a magic wand. 

Write the numbers to 6 all over a 
pathway using chalk.  Roll a dice and 
count the spots then scribble a number 
out.  you could play this as a game 
with each person having a different 
coloured chalk.  The winner is the one 
with the most scribbles!  Use a second 
dice to get bigger numbers. 

Use pipe cleaners and beads 
to practice counting out the 
correct number of beads.  
Children often forget to stop 
when they first try an 
actvity like this and just keep 
threading.  Repeating little 
and often will gradually 
correct this so please don’t 
worry if this takes some time 
to fully grasp.  Threading is 
a great fine motor activity to 
develop finger muscles ready 

for holiding a pencil to write. 

Hold a number up 
can they do that 
many star jumps, 
bounces on their 
trampoline etc. 
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Connected Curriculum – This half term our topic is: At The … 

Each week we will visit a different location and we have provided details and some activity suggestions 
below to allow you to support your child’s learning at home.  Should you require any further 
information please do not hesitate to talk to the Nursery staff.  We love to see what the children 
achieve at home so please feel free to send pictures to Mrs Jones (ajones@picknalls.co.uk) and          
Mrs Cornes (lcornes@picknalls.co.uk).  Whilst we love to celebrate your child’s achievements in the 
classroom if you confirm in your email, we are ok to use on the schools Twitter, Instagram and website 
we will also share/celebrate your child’s achievements electronically with our wider school community. 

Weeks Commencing 
2nd September &  
6th September 
At The Farm  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Focus Story Book: Farmyard Hullabaloo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cyq5Lhl30Sw 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why not try some of these activities! 
 

  



13th September 
At The Zoo 
 
Why not have a look 
at the animals at: 
 
Edinburgh Zoo 
Webcams  
 
Virtual London Zoo 

 

Focus Story Book: Poo In The Zoo The Great Poo Mystery. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJpJmyWeMMQ&t=24s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why not try some of these activities! 

 

https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/webcams/penguin-cam/#penguincam
https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/webcams/penguin-cam/#penguincam
https://www.zsl.org/zsl-london-zoo/virtual-london-zoo


 

20th September 

At The Vets 

 

Focus Story Book: Paula The Vet! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gPjtnWMaYh4 

 

 

Why not try some of these activities! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gPjtnWMaYh4


 
27th September 
At The Castle 

 
Focus Non-Fiction Book: See Inside Castles 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGXkMVsZac0 
 
Why not try some of these activities! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGXkMVsZac0


 

4th  October 
At The Museum - 
Dinosaurs 

 
 
Focus Story Book: How To Grow A Dinosaur 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtP9Ja9xMgQ 
 

 
 
Why not try some of these activities! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
11th October 
At The Shops 

 
 
Focus Story Book: The One Stop Story Book 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGURge0Z5nw&t=231s 
 
 
 

 
 
Why not try some of these activities! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGURge0Z5nw&t=231s


 
18th October  
At the Library 

 
 
Focus Story Book :  This week we will be reading the favoutrite stories of the 
staff and children.  Why not share some of your favourite stories. 
 
Why not try some of these activities! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


