
 Year 2  Home Learning – Autumn Term 2  

This term our topic is called ‘Magic and Mystery’ and our English focus is 
based around the texts, Leon and the Place Between by Angela 
McAllister, Mr Percy’s Magic Greenhouse by Anthea Kemp and The Snow 
Queen by Hans Christian Anderson. 

Reading 

Read other stories with an adventure theme and a Christmas theme. There are many books 
available about the circus too. 

Here is a list of suggested reading books for a Year 2 child. Mr Majeika by Humphrey 
Carpenter, Paddington at the Circus by Michael Bond, Jinnie Ghost by Berlie Doherty, I was 
a Rat by Philip Pullman, Mog’s Christmas by Judith Kerr, Beaver Towers by Nigel Hinton, The 
Man whose Mother was a Pirate by Margaret Mahy, The Faraway Tree, The Enchanted Wood 
and The Wishing Chair stories by Enid Blyton and finally Gobbolino the Witches Cat by Ursula 
Williams. There will also be lots of stories related to the Christmas theme. 

It is really important to concentrate on the understanding of what your child is reading and 
comprehension skills are vital. Ask lots of questions about any books they read to develop 
inference and deduction skills. This is required for fiction and non-fiction texts. 

This term your child will undertake the Phonics Screening Test that would 
normally have been taken at the end of Year 1. Please use the phonics pack that 
came home with your child to help reinforce their phonic knowledge. 

Recap phonics phases 2, 3, 4 and 5. It is important that the alternative 
pronunciations are now learnt and these are shown in the latter part of 

phase 5. Phase 6 demonstrates how to add simple suffixes to words and this is essential for 
accurate spelling in writing– use the internet sites for ‘Geraldine the Giraffe’ and ‘Phonics Play’ 
to help you.  The DFES publication Letters and Sounds also has valuable information. 

Writing 

Think about an adventure that you might go on. Make a story map to help you write your 
own story. Draw your characters and settings and then draw pictures of the sequence of 
events in your story. Think about who your characters met? What animals did they meet? 
What was the problem they encountered? Who helped? How was the problem resolved? What 
happened in the end? You might be in the jungle, on a magic carpet, trapped in a snow storm 
or escaping from a circus. 

Using descriptive language – adjectives, verbs, adverbs, alliteration and similes – write a 
fictional account about being at a fireworks party.  What did you see, hear, smell?  What did 
you eat? How did you feel? Think about your senses to help you. 

We will be getting ready for Christmas during this half term. Can you write a poem about the 
snow or the frost You could draw a winter scene and label it with prepositions to help improve 
your writing. 
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