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Strange Times 
We’ve made it to the 50th edition of Strange Times, and we’ve 
still not run out of things to say! Indeed, I am constantly amazed 
at the new stories we unearth, and this one cropped up at the 
Connexional Heritage service at Mow Cop in May. I share it with 
permission. 

Christine had grown up with the story told by her maternal 
grandmother, that her grandmother and grandfather, Mary Ash 
and Jesse Cottrell, had both worked at the farm of James Bourne 
at Bemersley Green. Furthermore, Christine was told that her 2 
times great grandmother, Mary Ash, was present at the death of 
Hugh Bourne on 11th October 1852.  

At the bicentenary celebrations of the first camp meeting in 
2007, Christine was relaying this story to someone, she doesn’t 
recall who, who said that the story couldn’t possibly be true. 
That started Christine’s quest to discover more... 

Her first success was thanks to Stephen Hatcher who came 
across this passage in ‘Memories of the Life and Labours of Hugh 
Bourne’ written by John Walford. On pages 374-5, he writes: 

‘We were very anxious to learn particularly how the venerable Hugh Bourne left the world, and how he 
appeared in his last moments; or in other words, what were the difficulties he had to contend with while in 
the act or struggle of crossing over Jordan, ere he touched the eternal shore, and stepped on the banks of 

the heavenly Canaan. 

We took the earliest opportunity of 
interrogating his sister-in-law Mrs. 
James Bourne, and her servant 
maid who were the only two 
persons present when he departed 
this life.’ 

Further investigations led Christine 
to the 1851 census which clearly 
shows that they were both 
employed at the farm, Mary as a 
servant, Jesse as a labourer.  

We are grateful for that ‘doubting 
Thomas’ who drove Christine to 
delve deeper into her family story – 
what an incredible link to Hugh 
Bourne’s life! Tim shares a similar 

story of research tenacity – thank you to all you researchers out there who give colour and interest to our 
Prim history. 

Every blessing 

Ruth  

 

Mary Ash and Jesse Cottrell 

 

1851 census detailing James Bourne’s household 
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Pause for thought 
 

A different version of you exists in the minds of everyone who knows you. 

Philosopher Google 

Pestwatch 

You have no doubt heard of the BBC’s “Watches” – Spring, 
Autumn and Winter – but in museums we have “Pestwatch”. As 
you have gone around the Chapel and Museum, you may have 
spotted pest traps, surreptitiously placed under furniture and on 
window ledges. Museums have these to catch insects, arachnids 
and crustaceans (i.e., woodlice) that enter the building. Every 
quarter I collect these, open them up to find a creepy-crawly 
graveyard, and note what is on them. Fascinatingly, the most 
recent set of traps I purchased give off a banana scent, which 
apparently attracts bugs. Although, I have to say, they don’t smell 
much like banana in my opinion. Most bugs are not a problem, but 
there is always the dread of finding a “pest”. Since I began as 
Heritage Officer and have implemented this regular pest trap 
inspection, I am pleased to say no issues have arisen. 

Potential pests include: 

• Carpet beetles – the 

beetles themselves are tiny, 

their larvae even smaller. 

The larvae eat natural 

materials like wool, fur and 

silk. However, it is often the 

beetles that are seen first, 

which means there are 

probably larvae somewhere! 

I had to deal with carpet 

beetles in a previous post, 

which involved removing an 

18th century dress 

(thankfully a replica) from a 

mannequin and packing it in 

bags to be placed in a 

freezer to kill any larvae that 

were lurking! 

• Furniture beetle/woodworm – the larvae attack the sapwood 

of many hardwoods, like oak and ash. Be vigilant for tiny holes in 

wood. If there is still active woodworm, there will be sawdust around 

the holes.  

• Woodlice – although these are a potential pest due to their 

appetite for rotting wood, if you find several in your museum, they 

can help to bring attention to possible damp problems.   

 

 

 

“Banana scented” pest traps in the 
Chapel and Museum. 

 

 

What surrounded me when I was 
doing the June pest trap inspection. 
As you can imagine, this is just the 
sort of task an arachnophobe like 

myself really enjoys (especially when 
a curled-up spider thought to be 

dead suddenly twitches)! 
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• Silverfish – the nymphs and adults will eat the surface of damp paper, books and textiles. I have never 

seen them in any of the heritage sites I have worked at, but I did get them in my halls of residence 

ensuite in the first year of my undergrad. Sometimes they would make their way into my bedroom. I 

became very protective of my books! 

If I ever find a pest it will require 
immediate action to isolate the 
affected artefact or area. As 
mentioned above, freezing 
artefacts can eradicate 
infestations. Other treatments 
include heating objects to kill 
pests at all stages of their 
lifecycle. I would also seek advice 
from Museum Development 
Northwest. 

In addition to quarterly 
inspections, I need everyone – 
staff and volunteers – to keep an 
eye out for pests. There is now a 
copy of English Heritage’s poster 
Insect Pests Found in Historic 
Houses and Museums at the top 
of the stairs by the back office in 
the cottage, which will help you 
identify pests. If you see anything of concern, please let me know. 

Many of you will know that the gallery appears to be a fly trap. A few 
weeks ago, we had a large swarm of what were suspected, due to their 
behaviour, to be cluster flies. They are more of a nuisance than a pest, 
but large numbers of dead flies can attract carpet beetles. I have a plea 
for all volunteers: when you are on duty, please could you check the 
gallery and vacuum up any flies that are present. I will also provide you 
with the correct cleaning solutions for wiping down the woodwork and 
window ledges. I will be a very grateful Heritage Officer! 

We do have some permanent residents in the Chapel ceiling – brown 
long-eared bats. Recently, there has been evidence of bat droppings 
and other debris (mostly dust) that has fallen through the holes in the 
ceiling rose above John Dean’s grave. The droppings easily crumble 
under a tiny amount of pressure when held in a tissue and crushed 
between your thumb and finger. Sometimes, due to bats being 
insectivores, their droppings are sparkly. As bats are a protected 
species, they cannot be removed. However, if we vacuum up all 
droppings that fall through, so they do not attract pests, they should 
cause no problems. I have a bat detector waiting on my desk, ready for 
me to go up into the gallery to see if I can pick up their calls. I should 
say that this is not a piece of museum collections care equipment, but 
equipment I have easy access to due to being part of a family with a 
love of wildlife.   

 

English Heritage’s very useful poster Insect Pests found in Historic 
Houses and Museums. 

 

 

Ready to go into full 
“Springwatch mode” with a 

bat detector! 
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Family News 

Congratulations to Ruth and Michael Parrott on their milestone wedding anniversary at the end of this 
month  

Randle’s rummagings 

One generous supporter of the museum 
is preparing a catalogue of Methodist 
medallions, medals and tokens, and on 
several occasions when he has obtained 
a duplicate of a PM medal, he has 
donated it to our collection. His latest 
gift is a medal for Warley Clough PM 
Sunday School, indicating that they were 
present at a celebration in Halifax in 
1885. To quote from his notes:  

‘A National Jubilee was held in England 
on 14 September 1831 to commemorate 
the establishment of Sunday Schools in 
Gloucester in 1781. The Sunday School 
authorities in Halifax arranged a great 
Jubilee celebration in the Market (Piece) 
Hall. Subsequent celebrations known as 
‘Jubilees’ were held every five years when 
processions and banners became an 
important part of the celebrations.  

The celebrations which would have taken 
place in 1881 were brought forward to 
1880 to conform with the National 
Sunday School Centenary celebrations.  

The next celebration five years later - the 
Halifax Sunday School Centenary 
Commemoration of 1885 - took place on 
Whit Tuesday 1885 at the Market Hall. Nearly 30,000 scholars, teachers, vocalists and instrumentalists 
participated, over 90 nonconformist Sunday Schools being represented, a very detailed account appeared in 
the Halifax Guardian dated 30 May 1885. Medals of polished brass to commemorate the event were 
supplied by Messrs Nicholson and Co, Ironmongers, Northgate, Halifax, the design being by Mr R. H. Oddy. 
The names of the different Sunday Schools to which the scholars and teachers belonged or the capacity in 
which they participated, were impressed on an integral bar across the top.’ 

We already had one of these medals in our collection, for Shelf PM Sunday School, and now we have one 
for Warley Clough. Medals are known to exist for six other PM Sunday schools: Bank Top, Boothtown, 
Gibbet Road, Greetland, New Bank, and Sowerby Bridge. Two other PM Sunday Schools attended and 
probably also had badges: Brighouse and Ebenezer. Other denominations represented among the Sunday 
Schools in Halifax included the Methodist Free Church, Methodist New Connexion, Wesleyan, Baptist and 
Independent. 
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Needle in a Haystack!  

 

I recently received an email concerning the identification of a nonconformist chapel which was the subject 
of a painting acquired. I attach the trail of correspondence in order to encourage researchers never to give 
up and always to follow advice!  

From Alec Jones to the Research Officer, Englesea Brook  

Dear Mr. Macquiban, 

Recently my wife and I were very fortunate to be able to 
buy an old oil painting at a local charity shop in Bolton, 
Lancashire (see attached photos). Looking at the 
architectural style of the building depicted it appears to be 
a Primitive Methodist church. If our assumption is correct, 
we would love to be able to positively identify it and pay it 
a visit if it still exists to photograph it. We have searched 
hundreds of photos at myprimitivemethodists.org.uk(until 
our eyes crossed!) but have been unable to get an exact 
match. The nearest we have found is the Ebenezer 
Primitive Methodist Chapel, Quarry Hill, Leeds but even that is not quite right. I appreciate the 
artist may have taken certain liberties but I have a feeling that is was quite an accurate 
representation of the building before him. Our question to you is, do recognise the church in the 
painting as an actual real life church? Secondly can you recommend the names of any artists who 
specialised in this sort of work from this period we can research?  

http://myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/
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I circulated the photos of the painting to keen Englesea Brook researchers (Is this a Needle in a 
Haystack?)  and as a result of comments from Geoff and Chris and my own observations advised 
that it was definitely not Quarry Hill Leeds and that the people depicted were unlikely to be 
standing outside a PM chapel looking so posh!  

I got the following email back from Alec with a good 
end to this story.   

Thank you so much for getting back to me so swiftly. 
Your suggestion about the dress of the Primitive 
Methodists at the time was an excellent one and I had 
totally overlooked that possible angle; indeed 
unknowingly it is actually a pointer to the real solution 
of the puzzle. Since I wrote to you over the weekend, I 
decided to remove the back of the painting which had 
been crudely taped over with copious amounts of tape. 
Behind I discovered the answer. Someone in the mid 

1980's had done some research on the painting and left a few notes 
and cuttings for later generations. 

The basic facts are these. It was painted by Jack 'Clock' Smith (1836-
1915) an artist who painted scenes of Bury, Lancashire and 
surrounding areas. Bury Art Gallery and Museum have an extensive 
collection of his work,  https://artuk.org/discover/artists/shaw-james-
clock-18361915 

Shaw was apparently the son of a local publican who used to paint for 
'beer money' around the town. The building depicted is New Road 
Independent Chapel, Rochdale Road, Bury and was in existence from 
1792 - 1885 when it was replaced by the current building,  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Old_United_Reformed
_Church_Bury_-_geograph.org.uk_-_439846.jpg 

At some point I am going to contact the curator at Bury Art Gallery 
to inform him or her of the painting`s existence and I shall also 
contact the present day church as they might be interested in 
seeing it. It would also be interesting to find out whether there are 
any surviving photographs of the old church before it was 
demolished so a comparison can be made as to whether Shaw took 
liberties or not. 

I can't thank you enough for the interest you have shown. It really 

has been an exciting journey so far! Kind regards, Alec Jones 

Morals of the story.  

• Never give up on leads.  

• Always look for the most obvious solutions.  

PS I doubt that Jack `Clock` Smith depicted any PM Chapels if he was doing this for beer money!!!  

PPS I must go round antique shops more often to see what they`ve got. I guess the picture is 
worth a lot more than £5 now!!  

https://artuk.org/discover/artists/shaw-james-clock-18361915
https://artuk.org/discover/artists/shaw-james-clock-18361915
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Old_United_Reformed_Church_Bury_-_geograph.org.uk_-_439846.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Old_United_Reformed_Church_Bury_-_geograph.org.uk_-_439846.jpg
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.Dates for the Diary 

Next Heritage service: 

Sunday 3rd July – Heritage Service here at Englesea Brook – 3pm. Led by Rev Frances Bisekar on the theme:  
'Made in whose image? Women in the Church and world'  

Crafty Ranters 

Friday 8th July: 11am-1pm 

CLAIMING our NAME – embroidery 

In 1997 in response to the military dictatorship in Argentina, Mothers of the 

Disappeared embroidered their children’s names on headscarves as an act of protest 

against the kidnapping, torture and murder of their children. 

 

 Using simple stitches we will embroider our names – and perhaps other names too in 

an act of remembrance and solidarity.   It is also an occasion to remember that our 

names, and who we are also precious.  

Embroidered tablecloths and quilts from the EB collection will inspire us! 

Craft of the Week 

Each week, Elizabeth our Learning Officer is 
setting up a different ‘Craft of the Week’. This 
is already proving popular with grandparents 
caring for grandchildren, looking for something 
fun to do each week – teacake sales are going 
through the roof!! Here are the Crafts planned 
for July: 

 

  

Crafty Ranters 
 

4/07  - Newspaper 
sunflower  

Here comes the sun 

27/06 

Mexican weaving cross 

Methodist Conference: A 
Place for All – inclusion 

 
17/07 - Junk tractor  

Rural Mission Sunday 

4

 

25/7  

Scrap book journal 

Journalling Hugh 

 

10/07 - Clothes peg people 

Action for Children 
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Chris’ conundrums: 

I’ve not run out of Prim idiosyncrasies, just a pause  for breath. Here’s last time’s solution  

It was at the foundation stone laying ceremony for Ebenezer Primitive Methodist chapel in Midland Road,  Bristol 
pictured here, that the workmen were given Bibles rather than the usual money for drink. 

My Prims tells us that in the 1930s with the construction of the Central Hall in Old Market and Methodist  Union, while 
local slums were cleared and people moved to the suburbs, Ebenezer Chapel became redundant. With minor bomb 
damage in the Second World War it became a Christadelphian Hall until in the 1980s when it was converted into a 
business. 

Notwithstanding the changes in use the building was never modified and retains an intact religious structure with the 
original galleries, pulpit, wooden floors and basements. 

Other News 

Cake of the Day 

This is also proving popular, particularly with cyclists. So far, we have offered Bakewell cake, rich chocolate 
squares, New Zealand sultana cake, Victoria sponge, apple and cinnamon cake, raspberry crumble muffins, 
scones with jam and clotted cream, chocolate brownie cake and gluten-free toffee sandwich. Call in and 
see what’s on offer! 

Other happenings 

Saturday 16th July: Halmer End Methodist Church is organising a Sponsored Circuit Walk, including visiting 
Bateswood Country Park and the Minnie Pit Heritage Site. If anyone would like to join them, maybe doing it 
to raise funds for Englesea Brook, you would be most welcome. For more information, contact David 
Rowley on 01782 722014 or email: dj-rowley@techdocservices.co.uk 

Saturday 23rd  and Sunday 24th July 

Come and celebrate the 200th Anniversary 

of the beginnings of Primitive Methodism  in North Shropshire at 

Prees Green Chapel, SY13 2BL on Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th July 2022 

 

Exhibition from Englesea Brook Museum of  Primitive Methodism  

~ the story's beginnings 

Displays  ~  Music  ~  Singing ~ Refreshments 

Programme: 
 

Sunday 31st July: Crewe branch of the Labour Party are holding their annual Garden Party at Englesea 
Brook. Stalls, cream teas and a Ranting competition – all welcome! 

Copy and publication dates for Englesea Extra 51  

Your article, ideas, and photograph by Friday July 29th  at the latest please. Publication is August 3rd. 

And a final prayer 

Handley Moule (1841-1920) 

God of grace, we bless you for the gift of each day; for the glory of creation, the joy of salvation and 

the fire of your love in our hearts..  Amen 

mailto:dj-rowley@techdocservices.co.uk

