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Strange Times 
Englesea Brook is buzzing again! Maybe, just maybe, the strangest of times are behind us…. 

Groups are returning to Englesea Brook – we are delighted that two Methodist groups from the USA have 
visited, straight from the plane landing in Manchester, so strong coffee and a lively introduction to the 
Prims was the order of the day! Our new ‘Cake of the Day’ feature (see details later in this edition!) had a 
daunting start, with a group of WI members sampling the first cake on offer. Thankfully it received a 
thumbs up – as did Tim appearing as Hugh Bourne complete with frock coat and cravat!  

Alsager Book Emporium is almost back to pre-pandemic takings and new people are discovering the joys of 
the Emporium! This is partly because of a concerted effort by Stephen, our administrator, to use our social 
media platforms to target interest groups. Which is also paying dividend in increased numbers to the 
museum over the Bank Holiday, including families attracted by our Pentecost/Jubilee celebrations. Amy 
also put together a social media campaign using ‘Royal’ artefacts in the collection. Did you know that King 
Edward VII’s coronation was delayed from 26th June 1902 (the date on the plate in the collection!) until 9th 
August due to Edward undergoing emergency surgery for appendicitis?  

The Connexional Heritage conference, which was online rather than in person, 
was a great opportunity to meet and hear others from the world of Methodist 
heritage, and what a rich heritage it is! Elizabeth shared the story of 
Temperance Frost, a Deaf, non-verbal woman who shared her testimony and 
led prayers in a Primitive Methodist Love Feast in 1821 – an amazing story of 
inclusion and God’s spirit available to all (look out for Temperance appearing 
at a conference fringe event on Tuesday 28th June). Others told of a 
transformative Prison ministry, the lesser-told story of the Methodist Timothy 
Hackworth in the development of the steam engine, and of the ‘Jumpers, 
Umbrellas and Plastic Bags’ charting the influence of Methodist Women. The 
conference was rounded off by worship together, in person, at Mow Cop 
Methodist Church, where we built ‘Mow Cop’ out of building blocks reflecting 
the presence of God past, present and future.  

The keynote speaker at the conference was Rachel Lampard, from the 
Walking with Micah project, who invited people to share objects which 
reflected #MyJusticeJourney. The Project is undertaking a consultation 
across the connexion to discover what the key justice issues that 
Methodists consider the church should be addressing today. As a result, 
we are hosting an EXTRA heritage talk on Saturday 18th June, at a different 

time of 10am called: Power, Peace, Poverty - A Justice Conversation with a Heritage perspective. Do come 
along and share the justice issues you think are most relevant for the church to be addressing today.  

Blessings 

Ruth 

Pause for thought 

Before you criticise someone, you should walk a mile in their shoes. That way when 
you criticise them, you are a mile away from them and you have their shoes. 

Jack Handey 
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Preparing for Conference  
Tim browses some of the delights tempting attendees at the 1907 Primitive Methodist Conference 

As a district representative from the Chester and 
Stoke Synod, I have been interested to see how 
our PM forebears organised their district and 
annual synods and conferences and chose to look 
at 1907, the year that they celebrated the first of 
the Centenary years (the other being 1910).  As 
we have made the most of the Hugh Bourne 250th 
year so the connexion decided to use the 
anniversary of the first camp meeting on Mow 
Cop as the springboard for a number of 
initiatives.  

Clearly the essence of celebrating the anniversary 
was to get the message out there as to who the 
Primitive Methodists were and what they did. To 
that end, two advertisements in the Minutes of 
Conference are indicative.  From Edwin Dalton in 
London, one could obtain for the princely sum of 
Two Shillings and Sixpence per night to hire a set 
of Lectures on the History of the PM Church, 
illustrated with 52 beautifully coloured slides, to 
be projected on the sort of lantern that we have 
in the museum store [see photo 1]. On the cusp 
of the era of cinema, the old ways were still in 
vogue! 

 

Where would any commemoration or anniversary 
be without your memorabilia? Souvenir medals 
and brooches were available at various prices 
ranging from 1d to 2/- depending on the 
materials and ornamentation. They were suitable 
as “a splendid gift for Sabbath scholars, showing 

on the FACE medallion portraits of Hugh Bourne 
and Hugh and William Clowes, the first Primitive 
Methodist Chapel, with the words Primitive 
Methodist Centenary 1807-10 – 1907-10. And on 
the REVERSE the statistics of the Church.” This is 
very much in the ”what wonders God hath 
wrought” mode of interpreting the history and 
development of the Church and its growth as 
God`s providential way.  Perhaps we need to 

adopt a different approach for today`s context of 
decline and retrenchment! [see photo 2]  

Then there was the literary output indicative of 
the PMs interest in social and political matters of 
the time, not just focussing on the founders of 
the movement (new biographies were written) 
but also the current work of PMs in many 
spheres. Some were historical in approach, 
others were topic and issue based, as the interest 
in “Slum evangelism”, “Village Methodism : toils, 
trials and tribulations”  and “Home Mission 
sketches” and other examples of evangelistic 
work. Hopes of revival were in the air!! [see 
photo 3]  
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In the minutes of the 
Conference itself 
were recorded their 
thanks to God for a 
numerical increase 
that past year of 
1,500 members. 
Whilst not so large as 
previous years, 
Conference was not 
discouraged 
recognizing the 
difficulties faced. 70 
new chapels had 
been built and the 
work of Sunday 
Schools and Christian 
Endeavour 
flourished. It called 
the whole church in 
its centenary year to 
adopt “a new sense 
of responsibility, a 
new passion for 
service, and a new 
faith in the power of 
the Gospel to save all 
sorts and conditions 
of men [sic]” In the 
section on the 
Centenary, they 
recorded that “we 
have come into a 
splendid heritage, 
and we look forward 
to the new Century 

with abounding hope”.  

It reported on the success of the 
Mow Cop events, starting on 25th 
May and concluding on 27th  
including “prayer meetings, open 
air processions, love feasts, mass 
meetings at Hanley and Tunstall 
and especially the great Camp 
Meetings at Mow Cop”.  It was 
reckoned that at the latter there 
were 90,000 persons from all over 
the Connexion. One hopes that 
there was proper provision for 
restrooms and other facilities for 
such a great crowd!!  These 
occasions gave a great boost to 
the evangelical principles still lying 
at the foundation of the Church. 
They prayed that “the 
celebrations at Mow Cop … may 
have the effect of extending our 
Church and deepening its spiritual 

life”.  

So we, 115 years 
later, give thanks for 
our own anniversary 
year and for the 
flames of revival now 
fanned in the embers 
of our Primitive 
Methodist heritage in 
the sacred grove of 
Englesea Brook as 
well as Mow Cop.   

 

Cake of the Day 
I know we Methodists do love a rota, but surely a Cake Rota doesn’t strike fear into you quite the same way as the 
coffee rota, or the church Tech rota?? Or is that just me? 

Elizabeth and I are looking for volunteers to join us in a new venture at Englesea Brook. We would like to offer a 
homemade ‘Cake of the Day’ when we’re open to the public. This could be homemade scones or biscuits, whatever 
your go-to bake is! We plan to advertise it on a blackboard at the bottom of the path – those hungry cyclists need 
something to sustain them round these lanes, and we have bike stands too on the store!  

We have drawn up simple Food Hygiene procedures for each volunteer, a quick and easy Food Allergy tick list for each 
bake and expenses to cover ingredients can be reimbursed. 

So if you want to try the latest Mary Berry delight, or have a tried-and-tested family recipe, and would be willing to 
supply Englesea Brook with cake once a month, Elizabeth is the keeper of the rota and would be delighted to hear 
from you. 

(sign me up for next Thursday Elizabeth – Ruth)  
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Centenary Camp Meeting Souvenirs 
John Anderson wonders at a teapot 

I recently came across a photograph, dated c.1910, of a china and 
earthenware dealer’s shop in Tunstall. This was on the corner of 
John Street and Market Street, the proprietor being John 
Humphreys. 

I wondered if this was the Humphreys who advertised souvenirs in a Camp Meeting pamphlet (List 
of Delegates and Residences). A typical example is the teapot in my own collection, and we have 
many examples at Englesea Brook. 

The teapot 
is 
unmarked, 

but the plate has the marks of W.H.Grindley & Co., who would 
have manufactured the ware, and John P. Humphreys, Park 
Pottery, who would have applied the transfers of Bourne, Clowes 
and Mow Cop.   

In a search on Findmypast I found that John Humphreys, “china 
and earthenware dealer” was in fact the uncle of John P. 
Humphreys “teapot (earthenware) manufacturer”. It would be 
interesting to know whether the family were Primitive 
Methodists.   
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Do you know where this is? 

Randle’s rummagings 
One class of documents in the collection which we don’t see as often as some of the others are the posters 
and handbills. 

One of the oldest we have dates from 
1814, announcing that a sermon will be 
preached in the new chapel at Talk o’th’ 
Hill in aid of the Sunday School, the 
preacher being James Steele, one of the 
pioneers of the Primitive Methodist 
Church, although the words Primitive 
Methodist do not appear anywhere on 
the handbill. It is in very poor condition 

and the attached photograph only shows the top 
portion, where we read that ‘Every enlightened 
person must be sensible of the utility of Sunday 
Schools ... [this school] ... has not been established 
more than six months and about 200 poor children 
are receiving instruction thereby’. At the bottom of 
the handbill is the note ‘Silver will be expected at 
the door and the collection will be made after the 
sermon. The smallest donations will be thankfully 
received’. Printed in the centre of the handbill are 
the hymns that were sung.  

 

 

We’ve had this photograph 
featuring the spectacular hats 
from Malcolm Clarke.   It was 
handed down to him from his 
relations and shows a Primitive 
Methodist Gathering which 
includes two of Malcolm’s great 
aunts’ relations.  

They lived in Sutton In Ashfield, 
Nottinghamshire and attended the 
chapel in Downing Street.  
However,  Malcolm does not think 
it was in Sutton in Ashfield. 

Malcolm sent it to Englesea in the 
hope that we might be able to 
identify the location. 
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The largest poster we have announces that a new 
school and chapel are to be built in Halifax, in 1873. 
The picture again only shows the top section, for it 
measures approximately 216 x 86 cms (85 x 34 
inches), but it is also in poor condition.  

The next illustration shows a poster issued by the 
Great Central Railway Company in 1910 advertising 
that ‘The District Committee of the Sheffield Primitive 
Methodist Connexion’ have arranged ‘a Special Day 
Excursion to the Great Centenary Conference 
Demonstration’ at Mow Cop on 20 June 1910. The 
train was to leave Chesterfield at 6.40 am and 
Sheffield at 7.40, arriving at Mow Cop at 9.45. The 
return train left at 7.35 pm arriving in Sheffield at 
9.30 and Chesterfield at 10.20. 

The fourth illustration is of a poster issued by the 
Anglican Church at Burton, Barnsley, in 1828. It is 
addressed to ‘Sabbath-Breakers and Other Disorderly 

Persons’, saying that a number of boys ‘at Night 
taking advantage of the Inhabitants being at 
different Places of Worship, avail themselves of 
such Absence, for the purpose of perpetrating 
divers Crimes and Acts of Mischief, some of 
which are too filthy and disgusting to be 
mentioned’, and advising not only that 
offenders will be prosecuted, but warning 
‘Parents and Masters . . . who suffer their 
Children and Servants . . . to wander up and 
down’ that ‘it is our intention to fine those 
Aiders and Abettors in Crime for neglecting to 
attend the Parish Church, or some other Place 
of Religious Worship, as tolerated by Law’.  

Chris’ conundrums: 

First, the solution to the last poser 

The Norfolk village which badly needed a chapel in 1843 because 
the village was proverbial for wickedness -“especially for Sunday 
cricket-playing” was Aldborough.  Visit My Prims for more detail. 

Now this month’s poser 

At the foundation stone laying ceremony for which Bristol chapel 
pictured here, were the workmen were given Bibles rather than 
the usual money for drink. 
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Look out for ‘Craft of the Week’ on our Social Media platforms! 

Dating Methodist chapels: work in progress 
I don’t know what you have been doing for the past seven years, but I (Chris Hill) have been working my 
way through every volume of the Primitive Methodist magazine.  Now I have reached a milestone; every 
edition from the first edition in 1821 up to the end of the Nineteenth century. 

When I first volunteered at Englesea I knew that I wouldn’t be a frequent visitor because of distance but Jill 
took up the challenge.  First of all, as a warm up,  she gave me the task of adding the Keith Guyler collection 
of chapel photographs to My Prims.  When I had worked my way through all 1,404 of them (1.24 gigabytes) 
she casually suggested that I might find the Primitive 
Methodist magazine a helpful source of information on 
chapels. That was in 2014. 

So far, with initially the help of David Tonks and Margaret 
Done, I have worked my way through 2,571 references to 
chapel openings, re-openings and foundation stone layings. 
and added  1,071 of them to the My Prims website.  Some 
of the references give glorious detail; others are very brief; 
virtually none tell us exactly where the buildings were so 
involved further research to add to My Prims. 

Next job is to update the index so that it is available on My 
Prims and through Englesea Brook.  I will also write up an 
account of recurring themes - of which celebration teas 
were a notable element. 

I have already started work on the volumes from 1901 until 
1932. Proportionally, that might take another three years. 

I’ve never done this before 
Your editor has had an unusual experience.  I’m a 
keyboard player/organist and last Sunday I played for 
a Songs of Praise service at St Andrew’s Parish Church 
in Kegworth, Leicestershire. The hymns were chosen 
by members of the congregation and were 
unremarkable, except for one; the request was for 
Nearer my God to thee, chosen because it was a tune 
the lady’s father, used to whistle. It’s one of those 
hymns that most older churchgoers know but no-one 
has sung for a very long time. I don’t remember ever 
playing it. 

I often disturb Anglican congregations by playing a 
tune familiar to Methodists but not them, so I asked 
for guidance on what tune I should play - but no-one 
knew.  In the end, I went from the idea that her father 
was a Methodist and played the third tune, called 
Bethel from the 1889 Primitive Methodist Hymnal, 
where it was number 559. I only reached the end of 
the first line when it was greeted by shouts of “That’s 
the one!”  I’ve had that hymn book  for a very long 
time but it’s the first time I’ve used it in a service. 

This may be apocryphal, but apparently Bethel is also the tune played by the band when the Titanic sank 

reports of openings, re-
openings and stone laying 

2,571 

reports of foundation stone 
layings 

820 

reports of re-openings 348 

buildings that still exist, in 
whole or in part 

1,084 

added to the My Primitive 
Methodists website 

1,071 

extant buildings where we 
need a photograph  

310 
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Methodist Conference this year – Telford Thurs 23rd – Thurs 30th June 
As always, the Connexional Heritage team will be staffing a stall at conference, with each of the 4 main 
heritage sites represented. If anyone is interested in staffing the stall on day, please drop Ruth an email. 

However, Englesea Brook approached the Conference organisers, to see if we could highlight our special 
year of celebrating Hugh Bourne’s contribution to Primitive Methodism, and to today’s Methodism. The 
Chester and Stoke District sent this memorial to Conference, and we are delighted at the response. If you 
are interested in leading a service on Hugh Bourne and Primitive Methodism, a suggested Order of Service 
can be found on our website: 

 

Other news 
It’s good to see churches are organising their own celebrations to commemorate Hugh Bourne  

Come and celebrate the 

200th Anniversary 

of the beginnings of Primitive Methodism  in North Shropshire at 
Prees Green Chapel, SY13 2BL on Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th July 2022 

 
Exhibition from Englesea Brook Museum of  Primitive Methodism  

~ the story's beginnings 
Displays  ~  Music  ~  Singing ~ Refreshments 

Programme: 
Saturday 10.00am – 4.00pm:  Exhibition and refreshments 

5.00pm – 6.30pm: chapel tea, sharing of memories, old time hymns 
Sunday  3.00pm:  Service: Speaker  Rev Tim Macquiban 

Light refreshments to follow  
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Forthcoming events 

Next Heritage services: 

3rd July,  4th September,  9th October,  6th November,  11th December 

Stop press - an extra Heritage talk 

Saturday 18th June, via Zoom, 10am….We have decided to squeeze in an extra Heritage talk:  

Power, Peace, Poverty -A Justice Conversation with 
a Heritage perspective 

The Walking with Micah Project is currently undertaking a consultation 
across the connexion to discover what the key justice issues that 
Methodists consider the church should be addressing today. At 
Englesea Brook, we often use our heritage to talk about justice, in the 
bible, at the time of Primitive Methodism, and today.  

What are the key justice issues from our heritage that YOU think are still relevant today. Come along, join 
the conversation, at a different time of 10 – 11am. Tim will open the conversation with a brief introduction 
to social justice from our Methodist past, then invite you to share your thoughts, reflections and stories. 
We will then feedback to the Walking with Micah team the outcomes of our conversation. 

 I hope as many of you as possible are able to come along, as we will also be inviting the other 3 Methodist 
heritage sites to join in too. 

Hope to see you there. 

Zoom  Meeting ID: 829 7899 3805/Passcode: 787951. Contact Ruth for the link 

Copy and publication dates for Englesea Extra 50 (that’s half a century!!) 
We want your article, ideas, and photograph by Friday July 1st at the latest please. Publication is July 6th. 

And a final prayer 

13th century Franciscan Breviary 

Guide and govern your Church, O Lord, that we may walk warily in times of quiet and boldly in times of 
danger; through Christ our Lord.. 

Amen 


