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Strange Times 
The graveyard at Englesea Brook is, arguably, the reason why the Museum of Primitive Methodism is 
housed at Englesea Brook. There are, of course, other key sites in the Prim story around the connexion – 
even other significant graveyards – but Hugh Bourne himself recognised Englesea Brook village as being 
influential in the growth of Primitive Methodism. In his own account of its thriving in one of the cottages 
that still stands in the village, he says: 

“Englesea Brook became one of the supports on the infant connexion. It rose into strength and flourished” 

Although any visitor to the Chapel and Museum is not left in any doubt of the graveyard’s significance, 
making the best of outside spaces has been something that 
museums – and churches – have woken up to throughout the 
pandemic. Volunteer, Exec member and member of the 2022 
Planning group, Geoff Dickinson, rose to the challenge and has 
researched ‘Who else is in the graveyard’ as well as Hugh 
Bourne. The detailed research will be published in the autumn 
Ranters’ Digest, but a (very!) abbreviated version is on the 
interpretation board now installed at the entrance to the 
graveyard. Pop in and tell us what you think! 

The plans for the careful conservation and restoration of Hugh 
Bourne’s memorial are progressing, and Alan Micklethwaite, the 
stone mason and sculpture who will be undertaking the work, is 
hoping to start in May. It will take about 4 weeks to complete the 
work so do call in to watch his progress. The President of 
Conference designate, Rev Graham Thompson, is due to visit 
Englesea Brook in October to rededicate the memorial – watch 
this space for further details.  

The final part of our graveyard ‘revamp’ is thanks to the generosity of a family whose parents married at 
Englesea Brook, and who returned 60 years later to celebrate their anniversary a few years ago! They 
contacted us to see if they could pay for a bench in the graveyard in memory of their parents, both of 
whom have died over the past couple of years. When they saw there were already 4 benches, they instead 
asked if they could renovate those and give a donation towards the restoration of Hugh Bourne’s memorial. 
The first one has been completely refurbished and is in situ – on a sunny afternoon, it’s a peaceful spot for 
quiet reflection.  

Amongst the challenges of these Strange Times, this is one of the positives to emerge! 

Blessings 

Ruth 

Pause for thought 
 

If nine of us who get the same information arrive at the same conclusion, it’s the duty of the 
tenth person to disagree, no matter how improbable it may seem. The tenth person has to 

start thinking about the assumption that the other nine are wrong. 
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It`s Synod again!  
Tim Mcquiban wonders about the changing role of the District synod 

As I write this, I`ve had the notice and papers 
for our Chester and Stoke District Spring 
Synod. We`re hosting it in the North Cheshire 
circuit at Helsby. And the stewards and staff 
are in a last minute frenzy to get things 
organised, and to make it available on Zoom 
for those still unable to venture into larger 
gatherings. Just for one day!  

I found serendipitously (all the best articles 
are created thus!), looking for something else 
in the Yorkshire local histories box in the 
Hatcher Library, a volume of Otley Circuit 
plans for the period 1904 to 1916 giving a 
fascinating snapshot of Primitive Methodist 
chapel life just over 100 years ago. At the end 
of the volume was pasted in the booklet 
created to celebrate in 1907 the Connexional 
Centenary Movement at the District Meeting 
hosted by the Otley Circuit that year. Reading 
it makes me realise how we have shrunk and 
how marginalised district meetings have 
become compared with the programme of 
events, services and formal meetings that 

took place over the course of six days, from 
2nd to 7th May 1907.  

District Meetings were, in the PM tradition, 
more like mini-conferences involving 
hundreds of persons. Delegates and 
candidates and some visitors, (68 in total), 
were all hosted in homes throughout the 
circuit. Of these, not one was a woman, 
though one woman features in the booklet, 
Mrs. John (sic) Crossfield, heralded as a 
“Mother in Israel” and devoted Missionary 
collector for 44 years. 

Detailed instructions of train arrival times 
from all over the district were given with 
special rates negotiated with the North East, 
Midlands, Great Northern, London and North 
West, Lancashire and Yorkshire and Grand 
Central companies.  These were the days 
before nationalisation when there were 
plenty of trains and they ran on time!!  

It was a hectic programme. Starting with an 
inaugural sermon with devotional exercises 
and the Sacrament of the Lord`s Supper the 
first evening, there was an official reception 
greeting all the visitors by the Sir James 
Hastings Duncan (Liberal MP for the Otley 
division of the West Riding of Yorkshire)  and 
a musical programme by the Otley Wesleyan 
Prize Choir.  There were ecumenical 
representatives from Congregational and 
other nonconformist groups belonging to the 
Wharfedale Free Church Council like the 
Christian Endeavour Union and Temperance 
Society.  

On the Saturday, the District Meeting 
opened, breaking in the afternoon for the 
Great Centenary Camp Meeting which met 
not on the Yorkshire equivalent of Mow Cop 
but at the Cattle Market in Otley after a 
procession of witness. The evening was taken 
up with a C.E Rally and Centenary 
Demonstration involving young people.  

 

 
Mrs John Crossfield 

 Brook Lea, Station Road, Otley 
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On the Sunday there were Open Air Missions 
in various places at various times of the day, 
concluding with a District Lovefeast. Other 
services at different chapels, including 
Congregational, Wesleyan and MNC chapels 
were advertised. A great Open Air 
Temperance meeting was held in the evening 
in the Market Place.  

Monday was given over to the business of 
the District concluding with the Great District 
Meeting Tea (tickets 1/- each) and followed 
with a Public Ordination Service at which the 
Rev. J E Phillipson gave his testimony and call 
to ministry. With announcements and the 
Benediction pronounced by the Chairman of 
the District the formal events came to a 
conclusion. Those staying overnight were 
invited to join a Char-a-Banc Excursion the 
following afternoon to sample the delights of 
Ilkley (weather permitting!) via Askwith and 
Burley (in Wharfedale) interspersed with a 
tea followed by a ramble on Ilkley Moor 
(were they singing a less than holy song by 
now!!) Ben Rhydding, etc. before returning to 
Otley.  

My overall impression is that the business of 
the Meeting was secondary to the Worship, 
Mission and Evangelism and fellowship 
enjoyed in celebratory mode. Hours of 
session were 9-12 and 2-5 each working day. 
In order to get through all the business and 
events, speakers were limited to 20 minutes 
for camp meetings and 10 minutes for other 
open air addresses. Hugh Bourne would have 
approved!!  

The advertisements in the booklet are 
indicative of the social conditions of the 
times, with even a hint of PM humour!! 
[picture of Simpson Meat Press] and a 
reference to environmental concerns even 
then! [picture of Let us return to the simple 
life] 

Next time by way of comparison, I will look at 
the annual Conference meeting of that same 
year and see what topic (other than 
celebrating the centenary) featured for which 
the district meeting would have prepared.  
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Randle’s rummagings 
Englesea Archivist Randle Knight gets excited about some 
small bits of paper 

A recent gift to the museum included three baptismal 
certificates (two of them PM), a PM marriage certificate, the 
registration of Lye Scout Troop with the Stourbridge Boy 
Scouts Association, the service sheet for celebrations in 
Stourbridge on Methodist Union in 1932 and 18 PM class 
tickets - an attractive collection of documents which we were 
very pleased accept, but I got most excited about one of the 
least important – the class ticket for May 1889, because it 
filled a gap in our run.  

The earliest PM class ticket dates from May 1811 and it is 
reproduced in Kendall’s history. We have a surprisingly good 
run of tickets, starting in November 1819, with several others 
from around that time, but they don’t appear to fit into the 
PM sequence. All these early ones came from a family on the 
Derbyshire / Nottinghamshire county boundary. They cover 
the 1820s and 30s with few gaps, but they become more 
sparse in the 1840s.  

We have the 1850s and 60s fairly well covered, but again 
fewer in the 1870s. From 1880 we are missing only February 
1881, May and August 1882, May 1884, February 1885, 
August 1890, November 1894, May 1903 and May 1925. If 
anyone can fill any of these gaps, even with a photocopy, we 
would be very grateful. 

We have a copy of the first ticket to specify Primitive 
Methodist: it is dated August 1829 and it is also the first ticket 
to note that the first camp meeting was held on 31 May 1807 
and the first class was formed in March 1810. The ticket from 
November 1828 has a small letter b by the date letter, 
indicating that it is a band ticket, bands being smaller groups 
than classes and formed from the earliest days of Methodism.  

We also have a few Catechumen Class tickets, Junior Tickets 
and one undated ticket ‘Admitted on Trial’. 

.  

  

 
1819 class ticket 

 
1829 class ticket 

 
1889 class ticket 

 
1902 class ticket 
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Sarah Smith on the road! 
Learning Officer Elizabeth Morris takes a trip - with a friend 

I was delighted to be able to take the Bourne 250 
travelling exhibition to Swanwick for the 
Methodist Women in Britain Conference this 
April, and I was accompanied (in spirit) by Sarah 
Smith from Englesea Brook. 

I arrived on the Saturday morning and was shown 
to the Kinder Room (where, to my 
disappointment, there were NO chocolate eggs!), 
just off the foyer in the Derbyshire Suite, and 
busily began arranging the exhibition. At 7 foot 
tall, the banners were a challenge for someone of 
my height, but being lightweight were easy to 
arrange. I placed the ‘cover’ banner outside my 
little room and the 5 interpretation banners with 
the 5 story chests that each correspond to the 
banners around the room, then waited… 

Although the room was small, which meant that 
numbers had to be limited, I had a steady stream 
of visitors between workshops. Some were aware 
of Englesea Brook and Hugh Bourne, others came 
with enquiring minds. It was lovely being able to 
chat about our special year and about the Prims 
in general. There were many comments such as ‘I 
never really knew about Primitive Methodism, 
and as a Methodist I should!’ 

Little four year old Martha had been brought to 
the Conference by her mum and was being 

entertained by Philippa and her vast array of craft 
activities set out in the foyer. I suggested she 
bring 
Martha into 
the Kinder 
Room and 
the three of 
us spent a 
wonderful 
45 minutes 
or so 
building a 
Lego chapel 
and creating 
treasure 
maps on a 
Sunday 
school slate 
which we 
then 
followed 
around the 
room until 
Martha 
located ‘X 
marks the 
spot’. We 
went on a 
Bear Hunt 
too, but I’m 
not quite sure how that related to Hugh Bourne 
other than the landscapes we travelled through 
(swishy grass, squelchy mud, a snow storm, 
across a river) which may have been reminiscent 
of his journeying! 

In the evening Sarah Smith climbed up onto the 
stage to tell her story and that of the Prims. I ate 
a good supper in full costume beforehand and it 
was only when I excused myself from the table to 
go and prepare ‘Sarah’ that some of my fellow-
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diners remarked ‘Oh, you’re the storyteller – I 
wondered why you were wearing that outfit!’  

Sarah had a cottage at Englesea Brook and lived 
and worshipped there in the early 19th century. 
Hugh Bourne preached in her kitchen and 
commended her for educating the local children. 
She sadly died after a tumble down her stairs in 
1822, but remarkably was still able to tell the 
story of the Prims and the Methodist Church right 
up to the present day, even issuing a warm 
invitation to all to come and visit the chapel! She 
was well-received and she both educated and 
entertained the assembled audience and those 
who had zoomed in for the event, then took up 
her place in the Kinder Room where more visitors 
came to see the exhibition and dive into the story 
chests. 

I was grateful MWiB had given me a bed for the 
night as it had been a long but very rewarding 
day, and Sarah Smith most definitely needed her 
rest! 

 

Chris’ conundrums:  

First, the solution to a previous poser 

This unknown chapel from a postcard supplied 
by Steve Wilde was posed in Extra 36 in May 
2021 and was first put on My Prims in 2019.   

It has taken a while, but a comment on My 
Prims by Sharon identifies it as Coniston - not 
the  Coniston you expect, but the one near 
Hull.   

Search for Coniston on My Prims to see more. 

 

And now, a new conundrum 

Which Norfolk  village badly needed a chapel in 1843 
because the village was proverbial for wickedness -
“especially for Sunday cricket-playing”? 

 That chapel served until 1907 when it was replaced by 
the one in the picture here. 
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“What’s in a name? That which we call a chapel by any other name would be as 
sweet”  
David Leese writes with apologies to William Shakespeare 
As the General Secretary of the Wesley Historical Society I am the receiving point for the questions and 
queries that are addressed to the society. The range is immense, from lost chapel signs, chairs John Wesley 
sat in and, recently, chapel names. 

The question referred to the name of a chapel, and why it had been given the biblical name ‘Ebenezer.’ 
Well I know why ‘Ebenezer’ is a powerful name, for to this point God has been with us. Why a particular 
chapel chose it, I didn’t know. 

On a simple basis, in the larger settlements, rather than simply say PM chapel West Street, or PM chapel 
High Street, the names did become in many cases the identifying mark. So I would suggest that ‘Ebenezer’, 
or ‘Mt Zion’ said all that needed to be said. Wolverhampton had both a ‘Bethel’ and a ‘Bethesda’, and in 
Lincolnshire Grimsby had both ‘Bethel’ and ‘Ebenezer’—all Primitive chapels. 

I looked through the My Primitive Methodists website (what a resource), and went through the North 
Midlands counties  I am familiar with and came up with the following figures. Even if not fully 
comprehensive for PM chapels, it has to be a good indication.  

 Bethel Bethesda Ebenezer Mt Tabor Mt Zion 

Cheshire 0 0 2 1 5 

Derbyshire 2 0 2 1 6 

Lincolnshire  5 0 3 0 1 

Shropshire 4 0 5 0 4 

Staffordshire 3 2 2 0 4 

 

Yes there is some geographical variation, but Bethel, Ebenezer, and Mt Zion are clearly most used. There 
are some unusual ones, Chester had a ‘City Temple’, Ling’s Row in Derbyshire a ‘Salem’, ‘Providence’ 
appears in Belton, Lincolnshire, but Brownhills’ ‘Rehobeth’ might be one on its own—unless you know 
differently. 

Editor’s comment:  

We have a small technical hitch here: the reason that there is only one Rehobeth is that it is a mis-spelling 
on the web page in My Prims (corrected now).  The diamond jubilee booklet and newspaper cutting on the 
page both show the chapel name spelled Rehoboth.  

There are 10 other chapels called Rehoboth on My Prims, but only Brownhills in David’s area of North 
Midlands.  5 are in Yorkshire, and one each in Lancashire, Buckinghamshire, Dorset, Wales and 
Cambridgeshire. 
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Forthcoming events 

STOP PRESS – METHODIST HERITAGE CONFERENCE 

Message from Sarah Hollingdale, Connexional Heritage Officer 

As some of you will already know, the Methodist Heritage Conference has been moved to an online event, rather than 
onsite at Mow Cop. Booking closed for a few days, while we re-jigged the programme, but we are excited to announce 
that booking is now open again! 

https://methodistheritageconference.eventbrite.co.uk 

The Conference still runs from Friday 27th to Saturday 28th, but you can now join from anywhere you have internet 
access! Thanks to moving the Conference online, we are also able to be joined by more speakers, so do check out the 
programme because it should be a great two days! 

As an added bonus, there is a special Early Bird discount if you book your tickets before the 8th May – you get £5 off 
your tickets if you use the promo code Matt626 

If you have any questions, please email me: hollingdales@methodistchurch.org.uk 

We look forward to seeing lots of the Methodist Heritage community there! 

Crafty Ranters 

Our first Crafty Ranters session was held on Friday 8th April, 
creating Amish Toothbrush mats. Unfortunately our newest 
volunteer, Frances, who is leading this new initiative tested 
positive for Covid a few days before. Thanks to her husband Jon, 
the equipment arrived, Ruth and Elizabeth quickly watched the 
YouTube ‘How To’ video and the session ensued amidst much 
hilarity, knots, mutual support – and fuelled by cake!  

Our second session is on Friday 13th May from 11am-1pm - 
‘Weaving Our Story’. Using hand-held looms, we will use scraps 
of wool to weave parts of the stories of our lives. These sessions 
will help to consider the ‘crafted’ artefacts in our collection 
used, often but not exclusively by women, to reflect their lives 
of faith. All are welcome 

More information and to book your place, contact Ruth - 
director@engleseabrook.org.uk  or 01270 820836 

Next Heritage services: 

May 29th,  3rd July,  4th September,  9th October,  6th November,  11th December 

You can catch up on past Heritage talks on the Englesea Brook Museum channel on YouTube. 

Copy and publication dates for Englesea Extra 49 
We want your article, ideas, and photograph by Friday May 27th at the latest please. Publication is June 1st. 

And a final prayer 

Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) 

Teach us, good Lord, to serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to 
heed the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labour and not to seek for any reward, save that 

of knowing that we do your will; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 


