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Strange Times 
I think it’s fair to say there’s been a collective sigh of relief from 
the Englesea Brook staff that we have now officially launched 
our year of commemorations for Hugh Bourne’s 250th birthday, 
and reopened for the season – it’s been a very busy time 
getting everything ready! These photos give you a glimpse of 

the hard work that’s gone into 
refreshing the tearoom, gift 
shop and museum. And that’s 
not everything – the toilets have 
also undergone a revamp, but I 
won’t spoil the surprise here – come and see for yourself!  

The restoration and adaptation of Hugh Bourne’s cupboard at the back of 
the chapel has also been completed. This has been done with the utmost 
care to ensure that the historic artefact has not been altered or damaged in 
any way, with the team coming on-site last week to build the display cabinet 
to fit inside the central space – and we are delighted with the result. The 
whole display gives a good sense of 
Primitive Methodism’s roots, as well 

as introducing Hugh Bourne, the man.  

As some of you know, it was when I arrived early for my first 
interview at Englesea Brook that I discovered, on wandering round 
the graveyard, that Hugh Bourne and I share a birthday. He was 250 
years old last Sunday, and in the service of celebration led by John 
Bell, former Vice President of Conference, he described Hugh 
Bourne as an ‘unlikely saint’. Shy and bashful, Hugh Bourne was a 
gifted ‘conversatonal’ evangelist; wth an alcoholic father, his formal 
education was disrupted so he was mainly self-taught, recognising 
the importance of education being available to all; and he was a 
man who enjoyed the company of his family and the peace and 
tranquility here in Englesea Brook. God used this unlikely saint, 
together with William Clowes and others, to spawn the growth of 
Primitive Methodism. We look forward to sharing his story widely over this commemorative year, and 
invite you to play your part in sharing his story in your churches and circuits. Look out for worship material 
and ideas on the Englesea Brook website.  

Blessings 

Ruth 

Pause for thought 
 

Outside of a dog, a book is man’s best friend. Inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read. 

Groucho Marx 
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Bourne 250 Launch weekend 

I would like to have written in more detail about the event at the John Rylands Research Institute and 
Library, but frustratingly, I tested positive for Covid, so couldn’t attend. This, then is a series of photos of 
the event, which was appreciated by all who came.  

Here is Lord Alan Beith, Chair of the Connexional Heritage 
Committee visiting our travelling exhibition which has been 
developed, together with the treasure boxes, to take the Prim 
story around the connexion, particularly to those places 
where Primitive Methodism developed and grew. If you know 
of a church, circuit or district that might be interested in 
hosting the exhibition, let us know. Its off to the MWiB 
conference in 
Swanwick at the 
end of this 
month.  

Collection Encounter 

Both Englesea Brook and the John Rylands went digging into 
our collections to find some of our treasures relating to Hugh 
Bourne. The original print of the likeness of Hugh Bourne, lead 
to conversations about how flattering the artist had been! 
There were letters regarding arrangements being made by 

Hugh Bourne in his beautiful handwriting, as well as one 
describing Bourne’s death. The commemorative plates 
caused much debate, those very common, and those 
rarer examples, and the bust of Hugh Bourne was 
reckoned to have too much red lipstick! 

The presentations byt the speakers (below) will be 
published in the next edition of The Ranters’ Digest; 

David’s was a well articulated reading of history, Jill’s 
passionate and humourous, and Tim’s showed a deep 
appreciation of our tradition. Barbara shared 
experiences of her vice-presidential year and 
illustrated how the spirit of Primitive Methodism is 
alive and well in the contemporary Methodist scene. 

The Service of Celebration  

What an uplifting and joyful service of celebration we 
had on Sunday, the actual birthday of Hugh Bourne. We were joined by old friends and new, led in worship 
by Tim, with John Bell preaching the sermon. He encouraged each of us to remember the ‘unlikely saints’ in 
our own faith journey, as well as calling each of us to be ‘unlikely saints’ to those we encounter in life.  
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Rev Andrew Pratt, the renowned Methodist hymn 
writer, kindly agreed to write two new hymns for the 
occasion. I share the words of one of them here, 
which beautifully sums up the inclusive and generous 
gift of grace that pervaded Primitive Methodism. 
Andrew says that it may be used by any church with 
a CCL Licence and making a return 

To the tune: Regent Square 

We will join in celebration 
of the line in which we stand,  
grown beyond imagination,  
grace for all throughout the land: 
sisters, brothers, (sisters, brothers),  
here in union, hand in hand. 
 
Once a man who followed Jesus  
had a vision for the earth, 
grace and joy for all the people  
freed from poverty from birth:  
sing the story, (sing the story),  
sing in knowledge of our worth. 
 

From a farm to work and fireside  
he would preach and work and act,  
living out the gospel message,  
turning words to living fact, 
still we’re learning, (still we’re learning), 
 letting love and faith attract. 
 
Now in grace and hope and friendship  
we will stand on solid ground, 
we will follow in the footsteps, 
of the Christ, Hugh Bourne had found,  
onward pilgrims, (onward pilgrims),  
let our song of joy resound! 

Andrew Pratt © Copyright 2022 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, www.stainer.co.uk. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 

Book club 

James Holden has written a comprehensive study of Wiltshire chapels and meeting houses as part of  the 
Wiltshire Buildings Record.  Published by The Hobnob Press it costs £20.  (ISBN 978-1-914407-28-4) 

You can read about it and order a copy here: www.wiltshirebuildingsrecord.org.uk/publications/  . 

And the good news is that the Hassall Road Book Emporium is open on Bank Holiday Monday 18th April 
from 10am-4pm 

  

 

 

http://www.stainer.co.uk/
http://www.wiltshirebuildingsrecord.org.uk/publications/


 

Englesea Extra No. 47: 13th April 2022 Page 4 
 

 
Email any comments or articles to Ruth at: director@engleseabrook.org.uk 

The deeds to Harriseahead and Norton Methodist Chapels. 

John Anderson writes about some acquisitions for the Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District Archives 

In my capacity as Chester 
and Stoke-on-Trent 
District Archivist I 
recently acquired several 
bundles of chapel deeds. I 
should say, at this point, 
that with the registration 
of titles such deeds 
become redundant for 
title purposes and 
therefore become 
available for archiving. 
These bundles of deeds 
are particularly 
interesting as they relate 
Harriseahead and Norton 
chapels and, inter alia, to Hugh Bourne’s 
involvement with them.    

In 1801 Hugh Bourne was prevailed upon by the 
Harriseahead folk to help in building a chapel. A 
plot of land was bought from Daniel 
Shubotham for £5, in fact part of his 
garden, and conveyed to Hugh 
Bourne, William Handley, Joseph 
Pointon, and Josiah Mayer on 20 
August 1801. On 3 February 1803 
the completed chapel was settled 
on Methodist trusts, the trustees 
being Josiah Mayer of Burslem. 
Shoemaker, Daniel Shubotham, 
collier, William Handley of 
Hollinhouse, farmer [in 1801 deed 
and in others “of Stonetrough”], 
Matthias Bailey of Dales Green, collier, James 
Bourne, Farmer, [brother of Hugh], Hugh Bourne, 
wheelwright, and the following all of Burslem: 
George Walker, wine 
merchant, Josiah Mayer, 
shoemaker, Joseph Machin, 
potter, Joseph Sherwin, 
ironmonger, John Sherwin the 
younger, ironmonger, Thomas 
Green, potter, Isaac Simpson, 
potter, William Bourne potter, 
John Robinson the younger, 
potter, and Richard Newton. 
The trustees thus comprised 
representatives of the 

Harriseahead people and the circuit, 
ranging from pottery manufacturers to 
colliers, at least one of the latter, Matthias 
Bailey, being illiterate. George Walker, wine 
and spirit merchant, was the circuit steward 
who lent on the superintendent to put a 
stop to William Clowes’s anti Sabbath 
breaking association, when his customers, 
whose inns and pubs he supplied with 
spirits, threatened to withdraw their 
custom unless he did something about it!  

In 1805 further land was bought on the 
south side, on which an extension to the 
original building was built in 1838. The 
Bournes remained trustees of Harriseahead 

chapel until the trust was reconstituted in 1829.   

In 1801 Hugh “had taken up Norton, when it was 
forsaken by others, and preached salvation to the 
people in the open air… and was enabled to raise 
a society” In 1805 he took an active part in raising 

a chapel for which he and 
John Brindley, went round 
the parish soliciting 
donations. A plot of land, 
part of a field tenanted by 
John Brindley, was bought 
from his landlord Charles 
Bowyer Adderley for £25 
and conveyed to Hugh and 
James Bourne. On 20 May 
1806 the completed chapel 
was settled on Methodist 
trusts, the trustees being 

James Bourne farmer, Hugh Bourne wheelwright, 
John Brindley of Norton collier, John Sargeant of 
Woodhouse, Norton, farmer, Richard Sargeant of 

Woodhouse farmer, James 
Bennison, of Heakley, Norton, 
carpenter, Enoch Goodfellow of 
Baddeley Green tailor, David 
Leak of Smallthorne stone  
mason, William Findler of Stone 
Coats Norton yeoman, William 
Handley of Hollinhouse farmer, 
Daniel Shubotham of 
Harriseahead collier, George 
Walker of Burslem wine mercant, 

 

Harriseahead Wesleyan chapel 

 

1838 extension: plaque now at 
Englesea Brook 

 

Norton in the Moors Wesleyan 
Methodist chapel 1805 
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Joseph Sherwin of Burslem ironmonger, John 
Sherwin of Burslem painter, and Joseph Machin 
of Burslem potter.  

Some years later an entry in Hugh Bourne’s 
Journal refers to him and his brother James 
attending a meeting in Burslem presumably in 
their capacity as chapel trustees.

”8 July 1814: I was with James Bourne at Burslem. 
We were among the Old [i.e. Wesleyan] 
Methodists. They are almost overthrown with 
extravagance in building and maintaining 
preachers. It was proposed to sell the Norton 
chapel.“ 

 The chapel was not sold: the Bournes remained 
trustees of Norton chapel until the trust was 
reconstituted in 1829.   

Randle’s rummagings 

In EE44 there were pictures of the communion 
cup used at Stubwood PM Chapel from its 
opening in 1841. It came to us earlier this year 
with two Ramsor PM plans (1856 and 1860) 
and a fascinating handbill dating from 1841. 
This opens with the words ‘The Primitive 
Methodists of The Elders, Stubwood & 
Denstone intend to build a New Chapel and 
Sunday School upon Stubwood’ and this 
immediately raised a query. Stubwood and 
Denstone are in Staffordshire, near the 
Derbyshire border, but we couldn’t find a 
location called The Elders. A modern map 
eventually provided the answer – it is now 
known as The Alders.  

The handbill records that several hamlets in 
that area, also including Combridge, Alton Lane 
and Woodhouse Fields, ‘containing upwards of 
Seven Hundred Inhabitants [have] no place at 
present erected for Public Worship, or a 
Sunday School’. It then addresses an appeal to 
‘the Religious Public and Friends to Sunday Schools and Morality, for their aid and support in this charitable 
undertaking [being] anxious to lay before you for your serious consideration the Immoral neglected state of 
this part of our enlightened Country’.  

There was to be a house-to-house collection and contributions 
would be received by Mr Edward Williams, the PM minister at 
Alton.  

It was signed ‘We are yours, the promoters of Religious and 
Moral Instruction, The Primitive Methodists’. It was printed in 
Uttoxeter and dated from Denstone, 23 April 1841. The appeal 
was evidently successful, as the chapel was opened the same 
year. 

We received this handbill in a frame and when we removed it 
to keep it flat, we found a picture of a minister behind it. 
There is no indication of his identity, but he probably served in 
one of the Ramsor / Uttoxeter / Dove Valley circuits – does 
anyone know who he is?  
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Chris’ Ukrainian conundrums:  

Last time’s Ukrainian conundrum challenged you to identify the  four Primitive Methodist chapels which 
became Ukrainian Orthodox or Catholic churches. More information about each on My Prims: 

And a new curiosity, rather than a conundrum 

Getting out of chapel services alive: ventilation 

It surprised me how often reports of chapel openings in the Primitive Methodist magazine contained 
references to ventilation. Hugh Bourne was certainly very keen on it.  Then I read the report on the opening 
of Traffic Street chapel in Derby, in the magazine of 1844 (page 149) and I learned just how physically 
dangerous going to a service could be. Thomas Morgan wrote:  

Permit me to make a few remarks on the ventilation of 
the (Traffic Street) chapel.  In addition to three good 
ventilators fixed in the ceiling, an aperture in the 
culvert form, eighteen inches in diameter, is built in 
the back gable, about five feet above the ceiling 
directly over the pulpit.  On the wall , inside this 
aperture there is, in a wooden frame, a slide door, 
which can be opened or shut by the adjustment of a 

neatly looped cord which is of easy access to a person 
in the pulpit. 

Hence, when the preacher perceives, by the gaslights 
or the people, that a little fresh air is necessary, he has 
merely to turn his hand and, pulling the cord, to hang 
the first or second loop on a hook fixed in the wall to 
receive it.  By this apparatus, fresh air can be admitted 

 

Since 1969 Hinkley Road chapel in Leicester has 
served as a Catholic church to the Ukrainian 

community. In Prim days it had semi-circular pews. 

 

 

The Primitive Methodist chapel in Woodston 
(Cambridgeshire) which replaced its iron 

predecessor, became the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church of St Olga after it closed in the 1960s 

Cobden Street chapel Peterborough opened in 
1871 and closed in 1965. The chapel became a 
store then a mosque was built on the site; the 
Sunday school became a Ukrainian church and 

then a nursery. 

 

Halifax Queen’s Road became a Ukrainian Catholic 
church but had to sell the church just over three 
years ago as they could no longer afford to run it 

https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/chapels/derbyshire/d-g/derby_traffic_street_primitive_methodist_chapel
https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/chapels/leicestershire-2/l-r/hinckley_road_leicester_pm_church
https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/chapels/cambridgeshire/u-z-cambridgeshire/woodston_primitive_methodist_chapel
https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/chapels/cambridgeshire/p-t/peterborough_cobden_street_primitive_methodist_chapel
https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/chapels/yorkshire/ha-he/halifax-queens-road-primitive-methodist-chapel
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through the whole of the aperture or a part of it at the 
preacher’s option.  And the cold air, having to descend 
through the ceiling is suitably tempered by the hot air 
before it comes in contact with the people. 

On this plan, the foul air in the chapel is gradually 
improved and the people are sensibly refreshed 
without the least inconvenience. 

Of course the windows also will open, but far enough 
above the people’s heads, when the heat of the 
summer renders more air necessary than the aperture 
will admit.  

The health of many a preacher has been affected by 
the foul air in badly ventilated chapels and in some 
cases no doubt to the LOSS OF LIFE!

It is well known amongst medical men that foul air 
tends to produce ulceration and abscesses as well as 
other dangerous diseases. And when one recollects 
that several (I believe many for I myself have known 
several) of our preachers have been killed with 
abscesses and ulcers, the inference is ominous of ill 
against badly ventilated chapels. 

It is high time for the preachers to take this subject up 
effectually, not only so as to prevent new places being 
erected on such a construction as to injure health, but 
to cure those places which have long injured it.  
Though every person has not time or taste to 
investigate the properties of air, yet a person must be 
bereft of his senses not to know that when the lights 
of a crowded room can hardly be kept alive, THE 
HEALTH OF ALL PERSONS PRESENT IS IN DANGER. 

 

The magazine editor commented: 

Brother Morgan’s plan of ventilating is good; we therefore recommend its adoption in remedying the bad 
ventilation of old chapels, as well as preventing it in new ones. 

Good News! 

When Sonia Hicks and Barbara Easton, this year’s President and Vice President, came to visit Englesea Brook back in 
September, the staff were particularly struck by the theme for their year ‘God’s Table: An Invitation to All’. 
Afterwards, the staff had conversations about how we could be more inclusive and accessible for people with a variety 
of needs and made a Wish List of things we’d like to do, and buy, if we had the funds to do so. At very short notice we 

were notified of a funding stream from Museum Development Northwest, the 
Sustainable Improvement Fund (SIF). Elizabeth did sterling work to pull together a 
funding bid and I’m delighted to say, we are receiving the funding! 

Making our site and collections more accessible requires small, achievable but 
important changes which this grant will allow us to undertake. A similar bid was 
also received from the Quaker Tapestry Museum in Kendal, so some of the 
training will be done jointly with them: 

 Training in autism awareness, becoming dementia-friendly, Makaton and finger-

spelling. 

 We achieve National Deaf Children’s Society Deaf-friendly Standard (Bronze)  

 Improve signage around the site so that it is clearer for those with neurodiverse 

characteristics and the sight-impaired to read. 

 Purchase equipment to improve our accessible toilet and mobility around the site, 

provide a chill-out zone, address different learning styles through the use of digital 

storytelling and sensory interpretation 

It was good to also receive some of the comments from the SIF panel: “Very 
clear application for access improvements which could have a lasting impact 
for visitors.” “Very practical requests with clear benefit for volunteers and 
visitors, relatively small ask. Unlikely to get elsewhere.” “Excellent project, 
built on need, and good value for money.” 

Please help us spread the word, and if you know of families or groups that support those with additional needs, tell 
them that there is a warm welcome awaiting them here at Englesea Brook. 
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Forthcoming events 

Bourne250 celebrations 

It’s good to see churches are organising their own celebrations to commemorate Hugh Bourne 

at Prees Green Methodist Church. Sat/Sun 23/24 July 

 Sat 10.00-4.00pm display of history and artefacts in the chapel hall with refreshments (and possible music and more). 

 Sat 5.00pm till 6.30pm a chapel tea with "sharing of memories" and "singing of hymns". 

 Sun 3.00pm service (preacher tba) and light refreshments 

at Cloud Methodist Chapel 

 Saturday 7th May - 2pm a short historical guided Hugh Bourne walk, from Cloud Chapel  via Woodhouse Green, 

stopping off to view historic gravestones, returning to chapel for light refreshments and chat. If the weather is terrible, 

the walk will be re-arranged. 

 Sunday 8th May – Cloud Chapel open 1pm to 4pm. Revd David Leese will bring artefacts directly linked with Hugh 

Bourne and Cloud Chapel and give a PowerPoint presentation. Then chat over light refreshments. 4pm Chapel 

anniversary service celebrating 207 years of continuous worship. Speaker Mr I White. 

 Sunday 15th May – Cloud Chapel open 1pm to 4pm. Revd David Leese will bring along artefacts directly linked with 

Hugh Bourne and Cloud Chapel and give a PowerPoint presentation. Then chat over light refreshments. 6.30pm 

communion service at Key Green 

 Sunday 22nd May – Cloud Chapel open 1pm to 4pm. More details nearer the date. Own arrangement service, 4pm. 

Crafty Ranters 

No previous experience necessary! A relaxed group that meets every second Friday of the month to enjoy chat, 
cake, coffee and craft!  11:00 - 13:00 at Englesea Brook chapel and museum CW2 5QW 

13th May -  Weaving our story: handheld loom weaving 10th June - Do your own thing: a personal craft project 
8th July - Claiming our name: embroidery 12th August - Englesea Brook cross stitch: sampler 
9th September - Craft protest: craftivism 14th October - Inspired rant: revisit a favourite craft 

More information and to book your place, contact Ruth - director@engleseabrook.org.uk  or 01270 820836 

Next Heritage services: 

April 15th at 12:00 Good Friday service at Alsager Book Emporium at Hassall Road lead by Rev Michael Parrott 

Sunday May 1st Love feast 

You can catch up on past Heritage talks on the Englesea Brook Museum channel on YouTube. 

Copy and publication dates for Englesea Extra 2022 

We want your article, ideas, and photograph by Friday April 30th at the latest please. Publication is May 4th. 

And a final prayer 

Rupertus Meldenius (1582-1651) 

Guide and direct your Church, O Lord, that in essentials we may preserve our unity, in non-

essentials we may live in liberty and diversity and in all things we may exist in love and 

charity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

mailto:director@engleseabrook.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFJV-C6hi-4nVWzgORZSqrQ

