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Strange Times 
I hope it’s not too late to wish you all a Happy New Year! I 
borrow, with appropriate editing, the following introduction 
to the 1857 Primitive Methodist Magazine: 

‘Another year has passed. The planet we inhabit has again 
completed its annual course, and we commence the year of 
our Lord 2022. To review the year just terminated is a rational 
and becoming exercise, to which we respectfully invite our 
readers. Viewed from the Christian stand-point, the events of 
the year will afford some useful lessons, and minister to our 
instruction and profit’. The writer in 1857 reflected on the 
restoration of peace in Europe, the settling of disputed 
questions between England and the USA, the ‘vigorous and combined attacks’ made against the Sabbath 
and noted with gratitude the ‘return to a measure of prosperity’. 

What would we wish to reflect on and review from 2021? Despite the ongoing pandemic concerns, we 
remained resilient. Certainly, as we review our visitor numbers at Englesea Brook over 2021, we see a 
picture of resilience. Our physical visitors on site were down, as expected, on pre-Covid numbers, because 
of people’s cautiousness, and the absence of organised group and school visits…. until we closed to the 
public at the end of October that is. Two school visits, two group visits, together with the visitors to the 
events throughout Interfaith week, meant that in 6 weeks from the beginning of November, there were 
almost as many onsite visitors as throughout the open season! In addition, our online content - heritage 
talks, services and bible studies - attracted more ‘visitors’ than our physical visitor numbers pre-Covid - and 
this figure was matched by the number of children at on-line assemblies led by Elizabeth. A grand total of 
nearly 4,500 visitors in person or online throughout 2021 is testament to the hard work and commitment of 

our staff, volunteers, and Exec. An enormous Thank You to 
you all.  

Now, as we look to 2022, a year of celebration and 
commemoration, centred around the 250th birthday of Hugh 
Bourne, we reflect that Real Life Matters! In the last 
Englesea Extra, there was a full list of all the planned events 
throughout 2022. While some of these are online, there is 
no replacing people and place, so part of our plans for 2022 
includes extensive redecoration of the museum, tearoom, 
gift shop and toilets to complement the warm welcome 
extended to our visitors.  

There is also no replacement of seeing the real thing – our 
fantastic collection! We were delighted to receive this latest 
acquisition last week, brought in by Rev David Leese, one of 
our volunteers. It is the first communion cup used at 

Stubwood chapel, which opened in 1841 and it exemplifies the simple and profound faith of those early 
Prims. As I felt the sense of connectedness with my Primitive forebears, so the power of museum 
collections to inspire, teach and transform will be at the heart of our year ahead. 

Blessings 

Ruth  
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Pause for thought 

 

If you think you are too small to make a difference, you haven’t spent a night with a mosquito 

African proverb 

Randle’s rummagings 

Revd James Cooper Antliff DD (1844-1920) was the son of 
Revd Dr William Antliff (1813-84), who was President of the 
British PM Conference in 1863 and 1865. Having graduated 
M.A. from Edinburgh University, James became the first PM 
minister to earn a university degree. He served in nine British 
circuits between 1862 and 1878, and then emigrated to 
Canada. He served on the Toronto Circuit for five years, also 
being the connexional editor from 1880 to 1883, when the 
Christian Journal was merged with the Christian Guardian, the 
former Wesleyan paper.  

On 1 January 1880 John Davison recorded in his journal that a 
watchnight service had been held at Carlton Street Church: 
‘Mr Antliffe preached – I assisted him in the Service. The 
attendance was slender, but the occasion was one of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord.’  

At the Conference of 1880 Antliff and Robert Walker were 
appointed to attend the Ecumenical Council of Methodism, to 
be held in London, England, in August 1881. At the beginning 
of 1882, Robert Walker, his son R. I. Walker and three PM 
ministers, including Antliff, established the PM Colonization 
Company to encourage settlement in the Qu’appelle Valley, 
for ‘Primitive Methodists and their friends, of whatever 
religious denomination.’  

‘During 1882 and 1883, the colony was listed as a Station 
belonging to the Toronto District of the Primitive Methodist 
Church before being absorbed into The Methodist Church of 
Canada.’ In 1883 Antliff was the last President of the Canadian PM Conference, before they joined with the 
other Methodist churches in Canada. Antliff ‘played a key role in leading the Primitives into the union of 
1884.’  

When a volume was published to celebrate the centenary of Methodism in Canada, in 1891, Antliff wrote 
the chapter on Primitive Methodism. He was secretary of the first General Conference of Canada in 1888, 
President of the Montreal Methodist Conference in 1890 and on the professional staff of the Montreal 
Wesleyan College for some years. He was a member of the Methodist Court of Appeal. He died in Montreal 
on Christmas Day 1920. 

 

  

 

Revd James Cooper Antliff DD 

(1844-1920) 
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Serendipity  

What I really love about the 
research work that I do is 
building on the hard graft 
of previous researchers and 
those who discover new 
nuggets which connect the 
many threads of knowledge 
of the development of the 
Primitive Methodist 
movement.  An email 
coming in to Chris Hill on 
the My Prims site from 
Andrew Lamberton who 
had brought a group from 
the Willaston and District 
History Society to Englesea 
Brook,  pointed to some 
new material and reminded 
us of some interesting 
connections.  

The common thread was 
Thomas Bateman (1799-1897), a remarkable and 
prominent 19th century PM layman whose 
portrait hangs in the museum. He was very early 
on in the 1830s elected to the Nantwich Board of 
Guardians which he served 
for many years, latterly as its 
Vice Chairman. It was for this 
reason no doubt that his 
portrait, the portrait we 
have, was hung in the 
Nantwich Union Workhouse 
Boardroom, latterly the 
Barony Hospital.  And a book 
about the artist  has been 
published by Nantwich 
Museum entitled  Archibald 
MacKinnon : Nantwich 
Artist   by Andrew 
Lamberton  and Les Pickford.  

Led to the MyPrims article 
about Thomas Bateman 
here, I was fascinated to 
read more of this humble, 
self-made man who rubbed shoulders with no 
less a person than the Marquis of Cholmondeley, 
a devout evangelical Christian and supporter of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. Snippets of 
the story of this unlikely friendship are to be 

found in the  article printed in the 
Christian Messenger of 1900 
entitled `Thomas Bateman and 
the Marquis` based upon the then 
recently published ‘Threads from 
the Life of John Mills, Banker 
(author of ‘Vox Humana‘) 
interwoven with some early 
Century Recollections by his wife’ 
(Manchester: Sherratt and 
Hughes.). Banks was a friend and 
partner for a while of Thomas 
Bateman.  

Read the account for yourselves. 
But it demonstrates the way in 
which some PMs through their 
faith in action made good and 
were able to penetrate the 
bastions of power usually 
controlled by the establishment 
for the betterment of their fellow 

citizens. Strategic alliances were made with those 
who could help. So Thomas Bateman, PM 
preacher, was invited to preach the sermon for 
the BFBS in Nantwich because of his friendship 

with the noble lord in the Chair.  

Thomas Bateman`s story is the story of 
the emergence of PMs into wider society 
in the 19th century, no longer members of 
an obscure and despised sect but of a 
growing and more confident 
denomination pulling its weight beyond 
its numbers as a force for good in the 
transformation of lives of the poor at 
home and overseas. Read and be inspired 
by the example of Thomas Bateman and 
look on his portrait with fresh eyes.   

Thank you Andrew Lamberton for writing 
in and  to Chris Hill and the articles in My 
Prims posted by Geoff Dickinson for 
bringing Thomas Bateman to the fore at 
this the beginning of our Bourne 250th 
year. It was down to these early recruits 
of Hugh Bourne and his helpers that such 

men were converted and used powerfully in their 
work and witness, in chapels and communities in 
Cheshire and beyond.

 

portrait of Thomas Bateman by 
Nantwich artist Archibald Mackinnon 

 

etching from the Primitive 
Methodist magazine 

https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/people-2/lay-people/surnames-beginning-with-b/thomas_bateman_-_early_local_preacher
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Chris’ conundrums 

No solutions to last month’s posers from Mike Wright’s  family 
photographs shown again here- identifying the church (location 
and variety unknown) and the minister (Methodist but of 
unknown complexion) they were very challenging! 

 

Two  new posers 

One of the recurring problems with accounts of chapel openings 
in the Primitive Methodist magazine is that they never give precise locations, or in most cases, any location 
at all.  This is a particular problem where there are common names. Here are two early examples: 

1. Sutton 

The 1834 Primitive Methodist magazine contains an account by William Hardwick of the opening of Sutton 
Primitive Methodist chapel in the Wisbech circuit. Opening services took place on June 1st 1834.  The 
chapel measured 18′(w) x 24′(l) 

What brother Hardwick didn’t tell us is which Sutton this is – there are several possibilities. Paul Wood 
suggests at least 5. You can see the attempts to resolve the puzzle  here. 

2. Swinton 

Swinton Primitive Methodist chapel was opened on Sunday August 20th 1820. Preachers at the opening 
were John Oxtoby and Samuel Laister.  John Oxtoby wrote about the opening in the 1821 Primitive 
Methodist magazine. 

The new chapel was in the Hull circuit. The problem is that there are at least three Swintons in Yorkshire, 
never mind the Greater Manchester one and three in Scotland.  Where was this chapel? No-one has  even 
made suggestions yet - see here.  

 

 

https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/chapels/unknown/sutton_primitive_methodist_chapel-3
https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/chapels/unknown/swinton_primitive_methodist_chapel
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Forthcoming events 

Celebrating the 250th Anniversary of Hugh Bourne’s birth 

Launch Event: Friday 1st April at the John Rylands Research Institute and Library. From 1pm: 

• collection encounter with prize exhibits of theirs and ours on display.  

• refreshments available in the Atrium  

• 5.00 – 6.30 pm Three short presentations on aspects of Hugh Bourne`s work. David Bebbington setting 

the context of Hugh Bourne’s ministry; nonconformity and society in the early 19th century. Jill Barber, 

exploring the place of women and lay people in the movement and Tim Macquiban looking at the 

distinctive features of PM worship and spirituality together with the place of education.  

Celebratory Worship: Sunday 3rd April, 250 years exactly since the birth of Hugh Bourne.  

Preacher: John Bell, former vice-president of the Methodist conference. And birthday cake! 

We will be launching the bookings for these launch events. Both events are free of charge (donations 
welcome) but you will need to book your tickets in advance. This will be via EventBrite, the details of which 
will be publicised soon. 

Logo for the 2022 – watch this space…… 

Heritage Conference: Friday 27th – Saturday 28th May, followed by a service of Celebration at Mow Cop 
Methodist Church on Sunday 29th May.  

Keynote speaker: Rachel Lampard of the Walking with Micah project and former Vice-President of the 
Methodist Conference. Other speakers include Rev David Leese, one of our own volunteers, former 
minister at Epworth and a long family association with Primitive Methodism. 

Restoration of Hugh Bourne’s grave 

A key element of the 250th celebrations of Hugh Bourne’s birth is the renovation of his memorial in the 
graveyard. While we have secured most of the funding for this to proceed, we will be launching a 
fundraising appeal to raise a proportion of the amount. Again, watch this space! 

Copy and publication dates for Englesea Extra 2022 

Englesea Extra continues as a monthly publication. The next Englesea Extra (volume 45) will be published 
on Wednesday 9th February . We want your article, ideas, and photograph by Friday February 4th  at the 
latest please.  

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel now has 4 of our Heritage Talks for you to enjoy again: 

  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFJV-C6hi-4nVWzgORZSqrQ 

And a final prayer 

Margaret Fell (1614-1702) 

Loving your light, O Lord, may our hearts rejoice in your goodness.  

Living in your light may our lives reveal your grace.  

Walking in your light may our works reflect your glory. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFJV-C6hi-4nVWzgORZSqrQ

