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This week, Father Lamey led our Harvest Festival 
assembly; we celebrated and gave thanks for 
successful harvests.  We are very grateful to all of 
our families for your harvest gifts, which will be 
donated to the Wokingham Foodbank. 
 
 
A reminder that it is expected  that children read five times a week and that 
these are recorded in their reading record. Our school expectation is that the 
reading records are checked weekly by a member of support staff, signed 
and books are changed when the child has finished reading them. If you are 
concerned that this isn't happening, please speak to the class teacher as a 
first port of call. A Home–School Communication Flow Chart was sent out 
recently to remind you who best to direct your query or concern to in the first 
instance. 
 
All children should now have the times table and division progression chart 
stuck in their reading records. We hope they will want to challenge 
themselves to move up the chart! The feedback from children was that they 
were getting too many certificates but they will still get lots of praise and 
celebration in class for completing a step on their chart! 
 
A final reminder that children will have been sent their Project Grid this week 
and will have just under 4 weeks to complete it. I hope they enjoy completing 
the range of activities on offer! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our families a relaxing and 
happy half term. 
  
My very best wishes,  
  
Mr. Rob Fenton 
Head Teacher 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 
 
The big news from Year 3 is that they had their Greek day. It was really nice to see all the children 
involved and engaged with the day’s activities, which were as interesting as they were varied. In 
just one day, they managed to cover geography, democracy, mathematics, games, history, how to 
be a soldier and the Olympics! Maths has been focusing on adding and subtracting. In year 3, the 
children move away from number lines and are becoming secure in the column method. Knowing 
number bonds up to 20 is vital, both adding and taking away,  so any chance to practice at home 
will help to improve fluency. In writing, they have adapted the Perseus v Medusa myth to create a 
new story. The children designed their own mythical monsters and then acted out their new tales 
with each other. Finally, in their learning journey, they have been investigating the evidence 
available to see what myths may be true and have been creating their own versions of Pandora’s 
box. 

 

In English, the children in Year 4 have been enjoying learning about the structure of play scripts 
and have been writing their own from the perspective of a Roman Gladiator. To support their 
writing they have been learning how to include expanded noun phrases; and use of appropriate 
pro-nouns. In maths, the children have been working on addition and subtraction of 4 digit 
numbers. The children have learned how to write their calculations in columns. Following on from 
this, they are now learning how to use rounding to estimate and check answers are correct. During 
Learning Journey lessons, the children have continued with their topic I am Warrior, where they 
have identified the equivalent modern day town that presently exists in the place of a previous 
Roman town. Last week finished with an exciting DT session when the children were able to 
spend the entire day creating their Roman armour and shields. Much fun was had by all! Many 
thanks for parental contributions of card and foil etc. 

 

The children in year 5 loved the trip to the Science Museum where they were able see more real 
life examples of so many of the things learnt this half term, including: gravity, weight & mass, the 
relative size and location of the planets and the forces in action in getting rockets into space. The 
children have built on their knowledge of rocket design to build and test their own in preparation 
for the eagerly awaited exhibition that took place on Wednesday 23rd October. DT skills will also 
be to the fore when designing and making lunar rovers using a variety of materials including wood, 
glue, cardboard, widgets, straws and plastic put together with glue guns and cut to measure with 
saws. The Stargazers learning journey has been a great success, with children showing great 
enthusiasm and an inquisitiveness to know how to apply the skills learnt.   

 

Year 6 have had another great month with their Blood Heart Learning Journey. As they move 
towards the end of this topic, the children have started creating and organising their own 
fundraiser event to raise money for the British Heart Foundation. The idea behind this is for the 
children to demonstrate their understanding of the heart and healthy living with the documents 
they create for the event – like a letter to parents, sponsorship forms and leaflets. The children 
have recently been looking at healthy living and how this effects the heart, by making an excellent 
seasonal minestrone soup and creating their own circuit training session in PE to measure their 
heart rates and to understand how exercise supports living well. In English, year 6 have just 
finished writing a diary entry based on the character of Cam, from Pig Heart Boy. They have spent 
time looking at how their writing needs to capture the audience for who they are writing and 
creating atmosphere. This is done through writing a diary entry for a boy who is about to have 
major heart surgery and how he feels after. The children have continued to look at all four 
operations in maths, with a focus on prime numbers, common multiples and the order of solving 
operations.  



 

 

SPORTS NEWS by Mr Fisher 

 
October has been quite a big month for the Emmbrook Junior School sports department. We’ve 
played several tournaments as well as individual matches in football and netball. 

 
Firstly football, the boys team have played their first 2 games 
and sit top of the league with 2 wins. First game was a win 
against St Nicholas School which finished 8—2, all goals 
were shared amongst the team and some lovely football was 
played. The team gelled together really well and were 
threatening going forward. Our next game was against a 
tough Highwood school team who were a challenge to break 
down. We eventually came out 3—1 winners after going a 
goal down in the first half. The pitch was very big and the 
children started using the width and size to our advantage. 
We have one more game after half term to see if we can work 
our way in to division 1 after Christmas. The girls team had 
their first game yesterday against Westende on a very wet 
and muddy pitch. The girls ended up winning the game 2 –0 
with some fantastic football 
in tough conditions. 
 

Our Emmbrook Netball team won their first ever Netball league 
match against Nine Mile Ride. Since I have been at the school we 
have never had a competitive match (not including tournaments) 
against other schools and it was great to see the children come out 
on top and play to their best. The final score was 6—3 to 
Emmbrook, well done to all children that took part and to Alex 
Biggs for scoring all 6 nets! The following week we had a netball 
tournament which was very tough but also an opportunity to give 
some other children a chance to participate. We lost the first 2 
games but only by 1—0! Even though we lost, the children played 
some great netball and passing and moving the ball quickly which 
was great to see. Our last game was against a very strong St 
Sebastians teams, we won’t mention the score but you could see 
why they went on to win the tournament and go through to the 
county finals. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, we entered into the annual Orienteering 
competition. This competition is one of my favourites and allows 
me to take some children who don’t always get to represent the 
school. Every child enjoyed themselves and we ended up finishing 
in 4th place. This is the highest we have ever finished so well done to all of those that took part. It’s 
still unconfirmed but as we finished 4th we may have an outside chance of representing the 
Wokingham area in the finals day in the summer term - fingers crossed! 
 
I hope you all have a great half term and hopefully the weather stays kind so you can go outside and 
stay active! November will be another busy month with school fixtures and tournaments—weather 
permitting! 
 
Please remember to pack outdoor PE Clothing (long trousers and jumper). 
 
 



 

 

PUPILS VOICE 
 
Year 3: 
 
In year 3 we had our Greek day, when we came to school all dressed up as amazing Greeks! First, 
we walked into the hall and met Theo. He showed us a map with Athens and Sparta. He told us 
about Spartan soldiers and how they got whacked on their poor backs but wouldn’t cry like a tiny 
baby! We also learnt about democracy with voting but girls couldn’t do any and Mr Fox cheekily 
cheated! Next, we did a hard but fun puzzle called an Archimedes puzzle and we had to use shape 
to solve the puzzle. In the afternoon, we took part in the Olympics and we won! It was a terrific day 
and we were sad to go home! In Power Maths, we were learning about adding and subtracting 
numbers and in English we have written our own Medusa stories so that we could make our own 
Greek myth with our own hero and monsters. Some of our stories involved eating teachers! 
 
Year 4: 
 
In year 4, we have been learning about the Ruthless Romans. First we designed and made Roman 
coins, then we learned about Roman numerals, we found them very interesting. Afterwards we 
learnt about the Roman timeline and how Britain became part of the Roman Empire. Eventually we 
learnt about Celtic hillforts and how they were easy to defend because they only had one entrance. 
Following on from that we stuck into our little brains the equipment that Roman soldiers carry with 
them and the drawings were super fun. We then made comics about a style of a Roman child. Did 
you know Roman’s ketchup was made out of raw fish guts? We made soliloquies about Boudicca, 
Roman soldiers and gladiators. A definition of a soliloquy is it’s either in a play script or on TV, 
which is a character or a person talking out loud. We made ours on Roman soldiers and we had a 
fact file about Claudius.   
 
Year 5: 
 
In year 5 we enjoyed the topic Stargazers because it had a lot of interesting features in it. One of 
the things we did was representing fruits as planets and working out the distance between them. A 
peppercorn represented Mercury, blueberry represented Mars, the 2 tomatoes represented Earth 
and Venus, the apple was Neptune, the watermelon was Jupiter, the grapefruit was Saturn and the 
orange was Uranus. We also went on a trip to the Science Museum in London. When we were 
there we explored how rockets take off and what it is like to be in a rocket. At one point we went on 
friction slides and had to decide which one was the fastest. There were 3 slides and one was 
grass, one was plastic and the other was wooden. The wooden one was surprisingly the fastest out 
of all of them.  A few days later, we started to create rockets. We used bottles, cardboard, tape, 
pens, tissue paper, paint and ribbon. Then a couple of weeks later, we made lunar buggies out of : 
2 pieces of wood [25cm,25cm,10cm], 2 cylindrical axels cut in half, 4 wheels, 4 pegs, card for the 
base, straws, hot glue gun and saws.  
 
Year 6: 
 
In the past couple of weeks year 6 have continued learning about our Blood Heart topic. This 
included making a healthy Italian style soup called Minestrone, which was made up using lots of 
ingredients including pasta, garlic, stock and seasonal vegetables from Mrs Prestons’ garden; it 
was belissimo! The reason we made this was because it is a heart healthy meal inspired by the 
British Heart Foundation. We were lucky to have two guests come into school to talk to us about 
how important it is to keep healthy. We are organising a fundraiser in aid of the BHF which we are 
really excited about doing! For our own fitness, during PE, we participated in a bleep test, learnt all 
about our hearts acceleration and deceleration and also learnt how to take our pulse. We can’t 
believe how much we have learnt these past few weeks! 
 

 
 



 

 

CAUGHT DOING THE RIGHT THING by Miss Brown 
 
Well done to all of the children who received a ‘Caught Doing The Right Thing’ voucher 
this month: 
 
Hummingbirds:  
 
Sophia Chinn, Lara Clinch, Eddie Austin x2, Lauren Joseph, Harvey Mathe-Mortimer x8, 
Harry Simmons x3, Oli Bennett Turney x2, James Clarke x2, Annabelle Colby, Maisie 
Dowse x3, Ashton Balla x2,  Riley Hawthorne x2, Lauren Nimmey x2, Tommy Day x2, Ivy 
Zheng, Harry Squires x3, Joey Ilaria x2, Chiami Calacday x2 Ruby Riches x4, Bonnie 
Robertson x2, Sophie Ahmed x2, Lauren Joseph, Alfie Bray, Maisie Walker, Michael 
Khan, Georgina Pickard, Jessica Lambert, Rhys James, Niamh Griffiths, Millie Warner, 
Will Tucker, Megan Shields. 
 
 
Redstarts:  
 
Lachlan Gresty, Freddie Smallman x3, Evie Barley, Henry Wilkinson x2, Daniel Visgandis 
x2, Ellie Thomson, Sophia Barley x2, Eva Yeomans-Mwellie, Thomas Williams, Jonathan 
McAllister, Charlie Sprackling, Oscar Ward x3, Sophia Barley, Ellie Thomson, Nathan 
Smith, Beth Leddy, Daniel Visgandis, Isabelle Mason x2, Alex Pickup x2, Eva Ward, 
James Stott, Amelia Phillips x2, Araya Wilson x3, Shreya Jain, Beth Walgate, Ava Rose 
Ibale, Amy Williams, Sebbie Radbourne, Eden Matthews, Ryan Wilson. 
 
Golden Eagles:  
 
Isla Simpson x3, Toby Thomas, Ben Waistell x3, Charles Craig x2, Darcy Edwards x2, 
Zoe Hiscock, Eddie Newman, Sophia Mete x2, Lewis Ross x3, Ella Desai x2, Owen 
Morgan, Amelie Lenihan x3 Hope Tandy x2,  Wilfred Grundy-Kelly, Naisha Srivastava, 
Sophie Fidler x2, Connor Moran x2, Annabel Westrap, Daniel Moran, Emily Cannan, Izzy 
Barrett, Lucy Hall, Joshua Dingley, William O’Connor x2, Alfie Fletcher, Emmeline Reid, 
Aneta Fojta. 
 
Kingfishers:  
 
Seth Warren x3, Evie Plummer, Emmanuel Uwannah, Cameron Maynard x4, Iris 
Pritchard, Shehr Bano x2, Emily Taylor x3, Ben McPherson x3, Poppy Pritchard, 
Sebastian Radbourne, Carys Rowlands, Zoe Sullivan, Susannah Jones x2, Jessie 
Mayhew x2, Sianna Atkar, Imogen Payne, Jakub Tyszka, Kaitlyn Folan, Abigail Payne, 
Alex Biggs, Tonderai Gwenda, Caitlin Hooker, Sophie McCulloch, Jude Ashley, Freddie 
Hunsdon, Tejas Dahiya, Hannah Morshead, Holly Garrett, Marcus Derrick. 
 
 

 



 

 

Parent Survey Analysis  

Compiled by Rob Fenton – Head Teacher 

September 2019 

 

We had 49 responses to the parent survey sent out in July 2019 and a reminder was sent out in early September. 
The school has compared our current results to the results we obtained at the June 2019 Ofsted inspection, these results 
are in the brackets. 
 
1. My child is happy at the school 
 
94% (91%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
4% (9%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
2% (0%) Didn’t know 
 
 
2. My child feels safe at this school 
 
96% (94%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
0% (4%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
4% (2%) Didn’t know 
 
 
3. My child makes good progress at this school 
 
73% (71%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement  
14% (28%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
13% (1%) Didn’t know  
 
4. My child is well looked after at this school 
 
90% (83%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
6% (16%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
4% (1%) Didn’t know 
 
5. My child is taught well at this school 
 
75% (65%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
12.5% (26%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
12.5% (9%) Didn’t know 
 
 
6. My child receives appropriate homework for their age 
 
45% (68%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
45% (30%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
10% (2%) Didn’t know 
 
7. This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved 
 
92% (83%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
2% (11%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
6% (6%) Didn’t Know 
 
8. This school deals effectively with bullying 
 
29% (56%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
10% (13%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
61% (31%) Didn’t know  
 

 



 

 

 
 
9. The school is well led and managed by the SLT 
 
61% (60%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
17% (34%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
21% (6%) Didn’t know  
 
10. The school is well led and managed by the Governors. (This QUESTION IS Nobly Ofsted) 
 
63% of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
4% of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
33% didn’t know 
 
11. The school responds well to any concerns I raise 
 
59% (62%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
18% (29%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
22% (9%) Didn’t know 
 
12. I receive valuable information from the school about my child’s progress  
 
71% (66%) of responders either strongly agreed or agreed with this statement 
18% (34%) of responders either disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement 
10% (10%) Didn’t know  
 
 
 13. Would you recommend this school to another parent?  
 
       75% (65%) Yes 
       25% (35%) No 
 
 
Conclusions 
 
 In the best majority of cases we are pleased that many areas have an improved percentage.  Nevertheless, we 

recognise that we still have development areas that we would like to improve.  As a result, the school intends to 
create a small working party of representatives from the governors, staff and Parent Forum to ensure we address 
the areas that require improvement.  Once an action plan has been devised, we will communicate this to our 
stakeholders. 

 
 
Overall Strengths and Areas that require review 
 
 

 

    

Strengths Areas that require review 

Majority felt children are happy Over 25% disagreed or unsure if child was making 
progress 

Majority felt children feel safe 25% disagreed with or were unsure if child was 
taught well 

Majority felt children are well looked after Over 50% felt Homework wasn’t adequate or didn’t 
know. Many parent comments felt they didn’t get 
enough 

Majority felt children were well behaved Perception of SLT. A lot of parent comments said 
they were confident with the new structure but 
there is still some uncertainty about whether pro-
posed changes will have an impact 

  1/3 of parents unsure about role of Governors 

  Responses to concerns raised by parents. Com-
ments suggested there was a lack of consistency 

  29% felt that bullying is dealt with effectively 



 

 

ATTENDANCE FIGURES by Mrs Perkins 
 

CLASS ATTENDANCE 04.09.19– 30.09.19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSE ATTENDANCE – October 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Ash 98.1% 

3 Larch 98.5% 

4 Cedar 98.3% 

4 Elm 98.9% 

5 Maple 96.5% 

5 Pine 97.9% 

6 Beech 96.8% 

6 Fir 98.6% 

Golden Eagle 98.7% 

Hummingbird 97.7% 

Kingfisher 97.6% 

Redstart 97.9% 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 2019/2020 

October 2019  

Friday 25th  Break up for Half Term  3.15pm  

November 2019  

Monday 4th  INSET DAY  

Wednesday 6th  Parents Information Meeting: Reading and Writing at Emmbrook Junior 

7-8.15pm in the school hall  

Thursday 7th  Parents Information Meeting: Reading and Writing at Emmbrook Junior 

9-10.15am in the school hall  

Tuesday 12th  Nasal Flu Vaccinations (Years 3-6)  

11th-15th  Y6 Mock SATs week 

Have a good breakfast and try your best! 

Friday 15th  Children In Need (theme TBC)  

18th—22nd  ASSESSMENT WEEK Y3-5:  

Have a good breakfast and try your best! 

December 2019  

9th—18th  IPP meetings week (Teachers and parents of children with additional learning needs)  

W/c Monday 
9th 

Last week of clubs  

Wednesday 
11th  

Parents Evening 5pm-8pm in school hall  

Thursday 12th Parents Evening 3.30pm-6.30pm in school hall 

Friday 13th  National Christmas Jumper Day  

Christmas Fair (at Emmbrook Infant School) 3.30pm-6pm  

Monday 16th  Year 4 Performance to Parents 2pm-3pm  

Tuesday 17th  Year 4 Performance to Parents 6pm-7pm  

Wednesday 
18th  

Christmas Lunch  

Friday 20th  Last Day of Term  (early finish—time to be confirmed)  



 

 

 

LETTERS SENT THIS MONTH 

 

1st Oct  -  Playground Equipment 

1st Oct  -  Letters from Head Teacher and Chair of Governors 

4th Oct   -  Year 6 Sea City Trip  

10th Oct  -   Inclusion Workshop 

14th Oct  -  Harvest Festival  

16th Oct   -  Autumn Term Learning Journey Exhibition  

22nd Oct  -  English Workshop 

24th Oct  -  CLICK Internet Safety (Year 6 only)  

 

 
 
 
 

 

Green Redeem 
 

Thanks to the generous donations of points from Green redeem members, 

Emmbrook Junior School has received over £400 in funding!!! This is a huge 
amount and will go towards buying new resources for the school. Thank you 
so much to everyone that donated their points. It is very much appreciated by 
everyone in the school. 
 

 


