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Glossary of terms
Attainment – What the pupil achieves at the end of the year 

Progress – measure of development from KS1 to KS2

Teacher assessment – A teacher’s judgement on the pupil’s 
attainment based on performance in class using a range of 
evidence

Meeting Expectations – attaining a scaled score of 100 in the end 
of year test

Greater depth – attaining a scaled score of 110 in the end of year 
test. 



Context – Attainment

• 2016 was the first year the new curriculum was tested
• Reading SAT result for 2017 below National Average but broadly in 

line. 
• Reading attainment improved in 2017 on 2016 data but not at the 

same rate as national.
• Under the new curriculum, 2017 is the first year reading 

attainment fell below National Average.
• 6 children had a scaled score of 99 (1 mark of passing the test).  

This would have given us an increase of 9%. 
• In 2017, 27% of the pupils achieved greater depth compared to 

18% in 2016 – Huge positive! 
• Last year 81% were meeting expectations according to our teacher 

assessment 

2015 2016 2017
School 87% 68% 69%

National 89% 66% 71%



• Historically, EJS has always struggled to achieve positive 
progress measures in Reading, Writing and Maths.  

• Progress in Reading for 2017 cohort was well below 
average and was below average for the 2016 cohort.

• KS1 attainment measure is based on a teacher assessment 
outcome compared to a test outcome in KS2 (Two 
different forms of assessment). 

• Example - Current Year 3, KS1 teacher assessment result 
was 94% meeting expectations.  Year 3 Baseline test  
outcome told us that 79% were meeting expectations. 

• Nationally, 56% of primary schools had a positive progress 
measure. Only 30% of Junior schools had a positive 
progress measure. 

Context – Progress



So what did we do?
• Reading survey to children, parents and teachers was completed. 
• We analysed each of the 2017 reading papers and identified areas 

to improve



So what did we do?
• School evaluation is completed, based on the 

OFSTED framework, at the end of the summer 
term. 
• From this, a School Improvement Plan is 

produced and the priorities were 
communicated to parents in the Welcome 
Letter in September.

• We then set about making changes to whole 
school practice



2014 National Curriculum

‘Pupils should be taught to read fluently, understand 
extended prose, both fiction and non-fiction, and be 
encouraged to read for pleasure. 

Schools should do everything to promote wider 
reading… [Pupils] should be reading widely and 
frequently, outside as well as in school, for 
pleasure and information.’



Our long term aims…
• To develop a positive environment to facilitate 

a love of reading… a culture of reading.
• To celebrate reading as much as the other 

subjects.
• To make changes to the teaching of reading to 

improve results.
• To target resources to make improvements on 

results in reading and maintain them.



Developments in reading at Emmbrook Junior 
School: an overview of what’s gone on so far…

1. Parent / Student voice – questionnaire on reading –
Summer 2017.

2. Staff training – Jane Considine. 
3. Changes to guided reading: Comprehension, Book 

Talk and reading for pleasure.
4. Change to ‘reading reward’ – instead dedicated library 

time once per week.
5. Book Reviews – random draw at end of term to earn a 

class reward.
6. Timetabled time for teacher to read to the class every 

day.



7. Reading is a homework - 10 minutes per day.
8. Classrooms facilitate a reading environment – with 

book corner or areas created to read in.
9. Caught reading poster. 
10. Celebrating reading throughout the year – Summer 

Reading Challenge, Roald Dahl Day, National Poetry 
Day, World Book Day…

11. Drop everything and read!
12. 100 books challenge.

Developments in reading at Emmbrook Junior 
School: an overview of what’s gone on so far…



100 book challenge display
Caught Reading display

Book corner

Promoting 
the love of 
Reading!



Example of book review



Book Talk: what is it?



Book Talk



FANTASTICs 
FEELING
ASKING
NOTICING
TOUCHING
ACTION
SMELLING
TASTING
IMAGINIING
CHECKING



STYLISTICs
SETTING
TEXT LAYOUT
YES/NO RELATIONSHIPS
LOGICAL MEANING-MAKING
INTERROGATING (FACTS/  
OPINIONS)
SOLVING PROBLEMS
THEMES
IMPACT
CHARACTERS



ANALYTICS
AUTHOR ASSESSMENT
NAVIGATING GENRES
ACCESSING PHONICS AND 
GRAMMAR
LANGUAGE
YOUR PERSONAL OPINIONS
TRAWLING FOR EVIDENCE
INFERRING/DEDUCING
CONSIDERING DEEPER MESSAGES
STATING PREDICTIONS 



What does a Book Talk session look 
like?

• We’d like to show you…
• On your tables you should have some books 

and some pens and paper.



Inferring and deducing 

Read your book in pairs to each other 
for 4 minutes focusing on what is 

being suggested. 

For example: “The tears streamed 
down her face.” – this suggests that 

she is sad and upset.



You now have 4 minutes with your group to complete this 
sentence:

The writer gives the impression that _________ by…

Your high utility word (the word you need to try and get 
into your answer) is hints.

Your team can earn up to four points:
• One for using the correct opener
• One for finishing the sentence
• One for using a piece of evidence directly from the text
• One for using your high utility word



Results 
Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5

Round 1

Round 2

Round 3

TOTAL



Why we like Book Talk

• We believe that it is enabling some fantastic 
discussions about what is being read. 

• Children are now writing their responses in a 
structured and effective way, which is good 
preparation for SATs and beyond.

• Children are aware of different foci and can 
use their reading skills to find the relevant 
piece of text to support their answers.



Year 5 excellent response

• The most effective language in the text is 
when C.S Lewis uses the verb ‘’vanishing’’. 
This enhances the effect on the reader 
because it shows that she disappeared very 
quickly. For example: “Now the steps she 
heard where those of Edmund; and he came 
into the room just in time to see Lucy 
vanishing into the wardrobe.” 



Testimonials from our pupils:
Year 3
• “I like using the words that are so interesting I didn’t know about 

them.” Vian 
• “I like reading and I like writing so Book Talk combines two of my favourite 

things.” Charlie
• “It’s helping me with understanding the importance of reading, and it’s 

making me read better.” Will
• “Sometimes there’s challenging questions and they make you think about 

what you’re reading. I like that.” Milly
• “I like it because it really makes you wrack your brain!” Wilfred
• “I like it because it inspires me to think about the book more” Eddie
• “Even when it’s not easy, I still like it because it gets my imagination 

working more.” Ananya
• “I like Book Talk because it’s making me more collaborative. I like talking 

about the book with other people.” Austin



Testimonials from our pupils:
Year 4
• “It's fun because you read the book and then have to 

answer hard questions.” Michael, 4 Elm 
• “You get time to read the book and understand it.” Emma, 

4 Elm
• “It's really fun because you get to read an amazing book 

and it helps with your learning.” Molly, 4 Elm
• “It's fun because it is like a challenge.” Naisha, 4 Elm
• “I like reading the books and challenging myself to find 

answers to the questions.” Meryn
• “I like the sentences that we use to answer the questions.” 

Emmanuel 



Testimonials from our pupils:
Year 5
• “Book Talk is good because your table works as a team to 

get points.” Nivetha
• “It helps you build really interesting sentences.” Aine
• “It helps you think about how you construct your 

sentences.” George
• “It is good because it makes us think about books in a more 

in-depth way.” Chloe
• “Working and talking in groups helps us to look at the 

books in greater detail and hear other people's 
ideas.” Jacob

• “It make us think more about the characters and what is 
happening to them.” Lazure



Testimonials from our pupils:
Year 6
• “Book Talk is very interesting because we’re learning to use new 

vocabulary each session.” Nadia 
• “I like Book Talk because we’re getting to read interesting books, 

ones that I would never picked.” Amy 
• “Book Talk has helped develop my skills in reading and 

comprehension because we are always working as a team to come 
up with and share ideas.” Tristen 

• “We like it because we get to talk to others and spread our ideas 
with other members of the group.” Bobby

• “It helps us focus our minds when looking at the text ad also helps 
us with our writing.” Matilda

• “Book talk allows us to do more reading through the week and we 
get to discuss the books with our friends.” Lucy



Other things in the pipeline for 
Summer Term and beyond:

1. Reading buddy scheme – Year 6 read with year 4, Year 5 with year 
3 – peer mentoring. 

2. Changes to homework 
3. Reading Race – pupils given a passport. We will log the total 

number of times a child a reads per week. There will be 
certificates for those who read 50, 100, 150 etc. times. This will 
continue on through their time at Emmbrook Junior School. 
Therefore, they could potentially be getting not just a bronze, 
silver and gold award but a platinum, diamond or titanium award! 
Additionally, we will link the number of reads to the child’s house 
(Redstart, Golden Eagles, Kingfishers, Hummingbirds) and 
calculate a total number of reads per house. If each house can get 
2000 reads in a term then they will all be rewarded.

4. Obtaining more books 
5. Hosting book fair 



Final note

• Please take a moment to read these 
quotations. 



Children’s Reading
‘Young people who enjoy reading very much are 
nearly five times as likely to read above the expected 
level for their age compared with young people who 
do not enjoy reading at all.’

National Literacy Trust, Children’s and young people’s reading today, 2012



Children’s Reading
‘Children who read for pleasure are likely to do 
significantly better at school than their peers, making 
greater progress in mathematics, development of 
vocabulary and spelling.’

Sullivan & Brown, Social inequalities in cognitive scores at age 16: The role of reading, 2013



Children’s Reading
‘There is a difference in reading performance 
equivalent to just over a year's schooling between 
young people who never read for enjoyment and those 
who read for up to 30 minutes per day.’

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development , 20o9



Children’s Reading
‘Developing a love of reading can be more important 
for a child’s educational success than their family’s 
socio-economic background.’

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development , 20o2



Children’s Reading
n“The single biggest predictor of high academic 

achievement and high SATs scores is reading to children. 
Not flash cards, not workbooks, not fancy preschools, 
not blinking toys or computers, but Mum or Dad taking 
the time every day or night (or both!) to sit and read 
them wonderful books.” 

A Magical Childhood



Children’s Reading
‘If all pupils in England read for enjoyment every day 
or almost every day, the boost to Key Stage 2 
performance would be the equivalent of a rise of eight 
percentage points in the proportion achieving the 
expected standard.’

Department for Education, 2015



Questions?

• We hope that you are satisfied by our 
ventures and those we have planned for your 
children here. 

• We want to see your children thrive and 
succeed, we are passionate about it. 

• If you have any questions, please write them 
onto the post-it notes provided and we will 
respond to them.


