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We all are adjusting to the changes in our lives as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Our dedicated
school administrators and teachers continue to
ensure that students are engaging in high-quality
learning; providing opportunities where appropriate
to interact virtually with teachers and school friends;
creating virtual experiences for their faith to grow;
while maintaining a sense of community.

Holy Week
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel has released a video mes-

sage to Catholic school students which can be
accessed at evdio.org. I encourage all students and
families to begin your Holy Week journey by view-
ing his message on Monday of Holy Week. 

The Catholic Schools Office, in conjunction with

school administrators, have created a Holy Week
activities sheet to provide simple, easy to do activi-
ties to ensure our students have a prayerful and
meaningful Holy Week. Your Catholic school will be
sending this to you prior to Holy Week. As you par-
ticipate in the activities, please share on social media
using the hashtag #EVDIOHW.

Meals for Students
Please continue to seek out locations in your coun-

ty that are providing free meals for students. Most of
these locations are at a nearby public school. Please
be assured that your children are welcomed and
encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity.  

Educational Resources
We successfully completed the first week of our

4/1 extended learning format. Students received four
days of extended learning with today (Friday) being

a professional and planning day for our dedicated
teachers. Students and parents are provided numer-
ous platforms to communicate with their teachers
and administrators. Please utilize these opportunities
to seek clarity on assignments and/or ask for help.

Mental Health Resources
We are blessed to have Catholic Charities and

Youth First counselors who partner with us to pro-
vide mental health resources to students and fami-
lies. Please reach out to them and seek their services
if needed. Contact your school principal if you need
assistance making this connection.

I am grateful to all those invested in Catholic
schools and I am confident that our schools, in col-
laboration with students, parents, parishes and com-
munities, will come out of this crisis stronger and
more united around our unique mission to form stu-
dents as disciples of Christ.

At the Jewish Seder meal, it is cus-
tomary for the youngest son to ask
the question: “Why is this night dif-
ferent from every other night?” The
father then goes on to explain the dif-
ferent traditions and rituals of the
Passover meal.

This year, there is no need to ask
why this Holy Week and Easter will
be different from every other year. For
the first time in living memory, the
liturgies of this holiest of weeks will
not be celebrated publicly in our
churches, both here in the diocese and
around much of the world. While we
understand the need to protect one
another from the spread of the coron-
avirus and to lessen its impact in our
communities, it doesn’t make the pain
of this deprivation any less profound,
for clergy and lay faithful alike. Many
will be able to watch the liturgies as
their priests celebrate them in their
parish churches via social media, and
others will be able to watch the broad-
cast of various celebrations on televi-
sion. Still, we know it is not the same
as being present in person, participat-
ing in the rituals, and especially

receiving our Lord in Holy
Communion.

I have come to accept this “fast”
from the public celebration of the
Church’s liturgies as a cross the
Lord is asking us to carry with Him
this Holy Week. It is not a mortifica-
tion we chose, but rather one that was
placed on us by the circumstances of
our broken world. Perhaps the crosses
we don’t choose are more powerful
for our sanctification, as they unite us
more profoundly with Christ, who
freely accepted His Father’s plan for
our salvation, namely His passion and
death. “Not my will, but yours be
done,” Jesus prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane. Each time we are pre-
sented with a cross, we are invited to
make Jesus’ prayer our own. In
accepting the hardship of not being
able to celebrate the Holy Week litur-
gies together, we are joining our sacri-
fice with Christ’s for the salvation of
the world.

It is important to remember that
Holy Week and Easter are not can-
celled, even as we are unable to pub-
licly celebrate them in our churches.

The
mysteries

and graces of
these days are still

available to us. The
home is called the “domestic
church;” and certainly, we
can receive many spiritual bene-
fits by observing these holiest of
days in our houses. I invite you to
plan ahead to make sure these days
are different from every day. Along
with watching the liturgies as a family,
take other periods to pray together. For
example, on Holy Thursday, read the
Scripture account of the Last Supper
and the Lord’s agony in the garden.
On Good Friday, observe the hours
between noon and 3p.m. as a quiet
time, placing a crucifix in a prominent
place surrounded by candles, reading
from the Passion or praying together
the Stations of the Cross. On Holy
Saturday, if you color eggs, discuss the
meaning of the egg as a symbol of
Christ breaking forth from the tomb.
Through a prayerful and reflective
observance of the Sacred Triduum in 

our homes, we can be
intimately joined to the

Lord at the Last Supper, on Calvary
and at the empty tomb.

Our trust in the power of Jesus’
death and resurrection and the salva-
tion He won for us transcends any
disease and gives us hope even in the
darkest of circumstances. So, although
we will be physically apart over these
holiest of days, we are united in the
sure and certain faith that Jesus Christ
is risen. He is truly risen!

As we continue to pray for all those
impacted by the COVID-19 health cri-
sis, be assured that the people of the
diocese will be specifically remem-
bered in my Masses and other litur-
gies this Holy Week.

Celebrating
Holy Week at home
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Holy Week schedule of live-streams from St. Benedict Cathedral

Palm Sunday Vigil: Mass at 4 p.m. CDT / 5 p.m. EDT on Saturday; Father Godfrey celebrant
Palm Sunday: Mass at 9 a.m. CDT / 10 a.m. EDT; Bishop Siegel celebrant
Holy Thursday: Mass at 7 p.m. CDT / 8 p.m. EDT; Bishop Siegel celebrant
Good Friday: Divine Mercy chaplet at 9 a.m. CDT / 10 a.m. EDT, Father Godfrey celebrant
Good Friday: Prayer service at 3 p.m. CDT/ 4 p.m. EDT; Bishop Siegel celebrant
Easter Vigil: Mass at 8 p.m. CDT / 9 p.m. EDT on Saturday; Bishop Siegel celebrant
Easter Sunday: Mass at 9 a.m. CDT / 10 a.m. EDT; Bishop Siegel and Father Godfrey

concelebrants
Note: Easter Sunday live stream will begin at 8:45 a.m. CDT / 9:45 a.m. EDT

Here is the schedule for celebrations led by Bishop Joseph M. Siegel and Benedictine
Father Godfrey Mullen. Celebrant noted for each Mass and service:
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St. Benedict Cathedral in Evansville
will live-stream Palm Sunday,

Holy Week and Easter Masses, and other
services on its Facebook page. You can reach

the page at https://www.facebook.com/
saintbenedictcathedral/.
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A special message from
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel


