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Following is a feature in The Message, designed to help draw
together the People of God in southwestern Indiana. Readers are
invited to submit information about people who may benefit by
some extra prayers and attention.

• Luis Ramirez-Hernandez, 80,
died Feb. 11 at the Villages at Oak
Ridge in Washington. He is the father
of Father Juan Ramirez, Parochial
Vicar of Our Pady of Hope Parish in
Washington. Luis was born Aug. 19,
1939, in Jerecuaro Guanajuato,
Mexico, the son of Faustino and Julia
(Hernandez) Ramirez.

Luis was a member of Our Lady of
Hope Parish and loved to work out-
side in his garden and flower beds.
He also loved his son and daughters
very much.

Luis was preceded in death by his
parents; two brothers, Carlos and Samuel Ramirez; and one
sister, Juliana Ramirez. Survivors include his son, Father
Juan Ramirez of Washington; daughters Anna Saavedra of
Chicago, Illinois, Cintia Ramirez of Jerecuaro, Guanajuato,
Mexico, Yuliana Ramirez of Chicago, Illinois; sister
Guadalupe Ramirez of Jerecuaro, Guanajuato, Mexico; and
his grandchildren, Stephanie Saavedra, Edwin Saavedra,
Gaspar Saavedra and Cristina Aguilar. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Feb. 18 at Our
Lady of Hope Parish in Washington. Interment will occur at
a later date in Jerecuaro Cemetery, Jerecuaro, Guanajuato,
Mexico.

Please keep Luis, Father Juan, their family and the Our
Lady of Hope Parish family in your prayers.

Please send information for PEOPLE WE CARE
ABOUT to TIM LILLEY at The Message, P.O. Box 4169,
Evansville, IN 47724 or e-mail tlilley@evdio.org.

People We Care
About

LUIS RAMIREZ-

HERNANDEZ

As it did with the 2019 bill,
the Indiana Catholic Confer-
ence strongly opposes this
measure. 

“If a 12-year-old is commit-
ting serious crimes, society
needs to intervene to determine
how it happened and, with
compassion, look to how we
can prevent it from happening
again,” said Angela Espada,
executive director of the ICC,
the public policy voice of the
Catholic Church in Indiana,
and a former deputy prosecu-
tor. “Treating someone whose
brain hasn’t fully developed as
an adult without knowing how
the child came to be involved
in a crime doesn’t benefit the
child or our society.” 

The ICC’s concerns echo
those of more than 40 organiza-
tions and individuals repre-
sented either in person or in
writing at a Senate committee
hearing on the bill last month.
In her testimony, Judge
Marilyn Moores noted that
Indiana was the second state in
the nation to adopt a juvenile
court system more than a cen-
tury ago because the legal com-
munity and lawmakers “recog-
nized that children are funda-
mentally different than adults.

“A plethora of research con-
firms that the brains of chil-
dren and youth are not fully
developed, and they are not
fully developed until the age

of 25,” said Moores, a juvenile
court judge in Marion County. 

Calling the adult criminal jus-
tice system “a patently danger-
ous system for kids,” Moores
also pointed to research
demonstrating that the rates of
recidivism — that is, repeat
offenses — are higher for juve-
niles who are treated as adults. 

“Waiver to adult court caus-
es juveniles to re-offend more
seriously, more quickly and
more violently,” Moores said.
“It just doesn’t work.” 

In addition, she and other
child advocates raised serious
concerns about long-term men-
tal health effects and increased
suicide rates in young people
subjected to the adult court
system. While awaiting trial in
adult correctional facilities,
youth are frequently placed in
solitary confinement to keep
them from being physically or
sexually assaulted by older
inmates. But the impact of this
isolation is devastating, accord-
ing to Dr. Sarah Stelzner, an
Indianapolis-based pediatrician
and legislative co-chair for the
Indiana chapter of the
American Academy of
Pediatrics. 

“This is a toxic environment
for children,” Stelzner said.
“Young people held in adult
facilities are nine times more
likely to commit suicide. This is
tragic when research clearly
shows that children at this age
can be helped in the proper

environment.” She and others
with grave concerns about
Senate Bill 449 also noted that
it would have an especially
negative impact on children of
color, who are already over-
represented in the legal system. 

Following its Feb. 4 passage
by the Senate in a 31-18 vote,
the bill was referred to the
House committee on courts and
criminal code. The coalition that
opposed and ultimately suc-
ceeded in defeating Houchin’s
proposed legislation last year
must stand firm against this bill
as well, said JauNae Hanger, an
attorney and president of the
Children’s Policy and Law
Initiative of Indiana. 

“It’s hard to fathom why leg-
islators are even considering
this,” Hanger said. “We know
that children are amenable to
rehabilitation, and that harsh
punishment doesn’t bring about
the desired result of changing
behavior. We are working very
hard to prevent a hearing on
this bill in the House.” 

To follow Senate Bill 449 and
other priority legislation of the
ICC, visit www.indianacc.org.
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Following is a schedule of Feb 26, 2020, Ash
Wednesday Masses, Communion Services and
prayer services for distribution of ashes. We thank
our parishes for providing this information. Please
contact parish offices directly for information from
parishes you don’t see listed here. All times listed
are local times.

NORTH DEANERY
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Loogootee: Mass

at 8 a.m.and 5 p.m.; Mass at 7 p.m. at St. Martin
(Religious Ed Classes, but all welcome to attend)

SOUTH DEANERY
St. Benedict Cathedral Parish, Evansville: Mass

at 6 a.m., 9 a.m. school Mass, 12:10 p.m. and 
5:30 p.m.

Annunciation Parish, Christ the King Church,
Evansville: 6:30 p.m. after Adore and Restore
(Adoration 5:30-6:30 p.m.)

Holy Rosary Parish, Evansville: Mass at 7 a.m., 
8 a.m., 12 p.m. and Spanish Mass at 6 p.m.

St. John the Evangelist Parish, Daylight: Mass at
7 a.m. and 6 p.m.

St. Boniface Parish, Evansville:
    Sacred Heart Church, Evansville: Mass at 

8 a.m. 
    St. Agnes Church, Evansville: Mass at 10 a.m.
    St. Boniface Church, Evansville: Mass at 
    12:10 p.m. and 6 p.m.

St. Clement Parish, Boonville:
    St. Rupert Church, Red Brush: Vigil Mass with
    distribution of ashes 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 25
    St. Clement Church, Boonville: Communion
    Service with distribution of ashes at 6:30 a.m.;
    Mass at 6:30 p.m.
Holy Redeemer Parish, Evansville: Mass at 8

a.m.; Communion Service with distribution of ashes
at 12:10 p.m.; Mass at 6:30 p.m.

St. John the Baptist, Newburgh: Mass at 7 a.m.,
8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Ashes only at 12:15 p.m. and
4:30 p.m.

EAST DEANERY
St. Mary Parish, Ireland: Mass at 7 a.m. and 

6 p.m.; Ashes only at 11:30 a.m-12:30 p.m. (lunch
available — fish sandwich, snack and drink)

St. Bernard Parish, Rockport: Mass at 8 a.m. and
7 p.m.

St. Martin I Parish, Chrisney: Mass at 5 p.m.
Divine Mercy Parish, St. Anthony:
     St. Anthony Church, St. Anthony: Mass at 5 p.m.
    Sacred Heart Church, Schnellville: Mass at 
    7 p.m.
Holy Family Parish, Jasper: Mass at 6 a.m., 8 a.m.

and 7 p.m.
St. Isidore Parish, Celestine:
    St. Raphael Church, Dubois: Mass at 6:45 a.m.
    St. Peter Celestine Church, Celestine: Mass at
    12 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Christ the King Parish, Ferdinand:
    St. Ferdinand Church, Ferdinand: Service at 
    6:30 a.m. and Mass at 4:30 p.m.
    St. Henry Church, St. Henry: Mass at 7 p.m.
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Dale:
    Mary Help of Christians Church, Mariah Hill:
    Service at 7 a.m.
    St. Joseph Church, Dale: Service at 6 p.m.
    St. Nicholas Church, Santa Claus: Service at 
    4 p.m.

WEST DEANERY
Corpus Christi Parish, Evansville: School Mass at

8:15 a.m. and 7 p.m.
St. Joseph Parish, Vanderburgh County: Mass at

7:30 a.m.; Penance Service with distribution of ashes
at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

St. Matthew Parish, Mount Vernon: Mass at 12
p.m. and 6 p.m.

St. Philip Parish, Posey County: Mass at 7:45 a.m.
and 6 p.m.

Holy Cross Parish, Fort Branch: Mass at 8:15 a.m.
and 7 p.m.

St. James Parish, Haubstadt: Mass at 8:30 a.m.
and 7 p.m.

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, Haubstadt: Mass at
5:45 a.m., 8 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Service Schedule 2020


