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National Catholic Schools Week (Jan. 26-Feb.1)
recognizes the value of Catholic education in edu-
cating our young people so they can reach their
full potential. We acknowledge the vital role of
parishes, pastors, administrators, faculty, staff and
volunteers in this effort. Moreover, we celebrate
our students as they are formed in the faith and
acquire the skills needed for the 21st century. A
key event each year is “Come and See.” The stu-
dents and faculty of our 26 Catholic schools invite
prospective families to a diocesan-wide open
house from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. local time on
Thursday, Jan. 30.
Come and see for yourself the difference a Catholic

education can make and hear your child say. . . “I am
creative! I am successful! I am prepared! I am commit-
ted to service! I am worth it! I am a world changer! I
am a disciple of Christ! I am kind! I am a leader! I am
smart! I am inspired! I am faithful! I am safe! I am
prayerful! I am a problem-solver!”
As a diocese, we have much to celebrate from our

accomplishments during the first semester of school.
We recognized the 2019 Catholic Educator Award
recipient, Holy Trinity Catholic School, for its suc-
cessful vision and implementation of Catholic educa-
tion in Dubois County. The school has experienced
growth in enrollment, rigorous academics and an
increase in parent involvement — all while living out
its mission to come to learn and go forth to serve
while trusting in Divine Providence. 
Academically, students in our diocese continue to

score well above the state and national averages. The
Diocese of Evansville was in the top 10 school dis-
tricts with combined scores on ILEARN. Thirteen
schools are in year two of implementing the Leader

In Me through a generous donation from the Koch
Foundation Excellence Grant. Additionally, students
competed and earned four state titles (two soccer, one
football and one Spell Bowl). Most importantly, all 26
Catholic schools have focused on the diocesan school
theme, “Christ — Yesterday. Today. Forever. 75 Years

of Living the Faith.” We have responded as disciples
of Christ to the #EVDIO75 Challenge in numerous
ways that reflect our mission of evangelization.
Contact your local Catholic school and experience

the events planned to celebrate National Catholic
Schools Week. This week is a great opportunity for all
of us to see what our students are accomplishing and
thank the pastors, administrators, faculty, staff and
volunteers who give so much of themselves to edu-
cate our children. I also encourage all new families to
come and see for yourselves the difference a Catholic
school education can make. Catholic schools are part
of our future as a church and nation. May God bless
our schools and all who contribute to the important
work they do on behalf of the children of our parish-
es and communities.

‘Come and See’ during

National Catholic Schools Week

BY MEGAN ERBACHER
The Message assistant editor

Sharon Burns is thankful. 
She’s thankful not only for

meeting many people during
her nearly eight years serving
as executive director of
Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Evansville but also
because her heart and others’
hearts have transformed
through the work.
“Most people think Charities

is helping other people, and
that’s the primary goal of
being the outreach and face of
parishioners in the communi-
ty, but it also should be trans-
formative of everyone’s
hearts,” Burns said. “The peo-
ple who get help, the people
who give help, and then the
parishioners, community
members and donors who

fund this have their hearts
transformed. We really want
them to understand the plight
and have an open heart to the
individuals who are suffer-
ing.”
Burns said that working at

Catholic Charities has “chal-
lenged, changed and expand-
ed” her heart for understand-
ing and traveling the journey
with the poor. It’s helping peo-
ple get from point A to point
B, she explained, where point
B may look different for every-
body.
“By learning about what

our people struggle through
and really listening to the
individuals who come to us,
it does begin to open your
heart to why people make
choices and understanding
just who they are,” she said.

Burns thankful for
time at Catholic Charities

BY VICTORIA ARTHUR
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Indiana’s Catholic Newspapers

As a leading pro-life voice in the Catholic
Church calls on 2020 to
be a “Year of Service” to
pregnant women, the
Indiana Catholic
Conference is closely
monitoring legislation
that would promote safer
working environments
for employees who are
expecting a child.
Companion bills intro-

duced in the Indiana
House and Senate this
month would prohibit
an employer with 15 or
more employees from
discriminating against a
pregnant worker. House Bill 1294 and Senate Bill
342 also would require employers to provide
“reasonable accommodations” for their pregnant
employees per a doctor’s recommendation —
from offering them extra breaks in their work-
day to being exempt from heavy lifting. 
“Passage of this legislation would allow

women to be employed without the stress and
fear of working in situations that could lead to
miscarriage,” said Angela Espada, executive
director of the ICC, the public policy voice of the
Catholic Church in Indiana. “Additionally, minor
modifications and freedom from discrimination
could also prevent a pregnant woman from seek-
ing an abortion because she fears losing her job.”
The timing of the proposed legislation coin-

cides with a challenge recently issued by
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City,
Kan., chairman of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life
Activities. He called upon all U.S. bishops to
join a nationwide effort entitled “Walking with

BY TIM LILLEY
The Message editor

People contacted The Message and the
communications office after we published a
story in our Nov. 22, 2019, all-diocesan issue
regarding Bishop Joseph M. Siegel’s designa-
tion of four pilgrimage churches across the
diocese in observance of our 75th anniversary. 
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Bills offer
protections
for pregnant
women in
the workplace

Update on the

75th Anniversary

Pilgrimage Church

plenary indulgence

See ICC, page 4

See BURNS, page 16

See 75TH, page 16
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