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The spring semester is underway
for college students across our dio-
cese as we begin the new year.
Likewise, the formation and discern-
ment for the three residents at the
Father Deydier House of Discernment
has begun. Craig Wilmes (Holy
Redeemer Parish, Evansville),
Michael Mosbey (Good Shepherd
Parish, Evansville) and Chase Riecker
(St. Isidore Parish, Celestine) are each
moving forward in their prayer and
decision-making as they seek to hear
and follow the voice of Jesus Christ in
their lives.

Here are some other things that
have happened this winter:

• On Dec. 21, the Sunday before
Christmas, about 20 young men gath-
ered at the House of Discernment for
“Man Christmas.” Dinner and games
preceded a white-elephant-style gift

exchange, which included protein
bars, razors, tools and other things
guys enjoy. The evening concluded
with prayer in the House Chapel.
Over Christmas break, many of the
seminarians of the Diocese of
Evansville stayed at the House to
pray, study and to be together. 

• The monthly “Savio Night” gath-
erings of faith formation for teenage
guys have grown so large that the
group has now been split into two.
Sixth- and seventh-grade boys keep
the title “Savio” and gather at the
House before prayer and faith forma-
tion at Sacred Heart Church; and the
older group, now called “Giorgio”
after Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati,
joins for the overlapping prayer and
faith formation time. Then, the older
group gathers at the House as the
younger group departs. Eighty-eight
young men from 18 parishes have

House of Discernment
begins new year
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A lifeline exists for the poor-
est in Indiana to lift themselves
up in the toughest of times, but
outdated guidelines keep most
them from taking full advan-
tage of it. 

The Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families program in
Indiana has not been updated
in more than 30 years. That
includes its $288 maximum
monthly payout for families in
deep poverty, which went a
much longer way in 1988 than
it does today. 

Once again, state lawmakers
and advocates for the poor —
including the Catholic Church
— aim to change that. 

Senate Bill 111, authored by
Sen. Jon Ford (R-Terre Haute),
would bring TANF in line with
current economic realities.
Among other provisions, the
bill would increase monthly
payment amounts and modify
them annually using Social
Security cost-of-living-adjust-
ment rates. It also would
update eligibility guidelines to
enable more Hoosiers to take
advantage of the program,
which includes intensive job
training assistance to help lift

people out of poverty for good. 
“It’s time we updated this

program to meet the needs of
the modern family,” Ford said.
“TANF is a great tool not only
to help people financially but
to get the skills they need to
improve their lives.” 

Ford backed a nearly identi-
cal bill in 2019, Senate Bill 440,
which easily passed the Senate
but did not get a hearing in the
House Ways and Means
Committee. Last year’s Indiana
General Assembly was tasked
with passing the state’s bienni-
al budget, and Ford said that
his bill “was held up on budget
concerns in the House.”

The lawmaker, who was
heartened by the fact that his
proposed legislation last year
had full support of the Senate,
said he is “very hopeful” about
the outlook for Senate Bill 111
in this session. 

So is the Indiana Catholic
Conference, which always
aligns itself with the most vul-
nerable in society. 

“Crushing poverty can be an
assault to a person’s dignity,”
said Angela Espada, executive
director of the ICC, the public
policy voice of the Catholic
Church in Indiana. “In keep-
ing with the Church’s practice
to promote the common good
as well as demonstrate charity,
the Indiana Catholic
Conference wholeheartedly
supports Senate Bill 111. We
are promoting an avenue that
can truly uplift the person.” 

The goals of TANF are two-
fold: to provide a cash benefit
so families experiencing
extreme financial hardship can
meet their basic needs until
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Hundreds gathered at Sacred Heart Church on Dec. 30 for the Monday
Night Holy Hour and Mass for Vocations. 

SEN. JON FORD
(R-TERRE HAUTE)

Bill seeks to update TANF program
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Diocese recommends actions

to reduce spread of the flu

BY THE MESSAGE STAFF

The Diocese of Evansville has joined other dioceses across
the country in making recommendations to pastors regard-
ing ways to reduce the spread of the flu.

The most recent statistics from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention reports widespread flu out-
breaks in 47 of the 50 states, including Indiana. The other
three states — Mississippi, North Dakota and Vermont —
are reporting regional outbreaks.

Dioceses across the country, including Evansville, have
recommended to pastors that they temporarily suspend dis-
tribution of holy Communion from the chalice and the
shaking of hands at the “Sign of Peace.”

Catholic News Service, in a story about diocesan recom-
mendations across the country, included this from the
Diocese of Allentown, Pennsylvania: “In those parishes
where the reception of holy Communion is given under
both forms, parishes are asked to use this as a catechetical
moment to reinforce the church’s constant teaching that the
entire body, blood, soul and divinity of Christ is present in
the sacred host.” 

Readers who may be ill should refrain from Mass atten-
dance because when they are ill, the faithful are not bound
by the Sunday Mass obligation.
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