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Hundreds of educators who
serve in a variety of roles visited
the Diocese of Evansville
Catholic Center Sept. 13 to
attend an Institute Day that
explored the relationship
between faith and science. The
McGrath Institute for Church
Life at the University of Notre
Dame and the Diocese of
Evansville offices of Catechesis,
Catholic Schools, and Youth and
Young Adult Ministry co-spon-
sored the daylong workshop.

Attendees included Catholic
school teachers and principals,
parish catechetical leaders,
priests, deacons, youth minis-
ters and catechists.

Following morning prayer
with Bishop Joseph M. Siegel
to open the workshop, Dr.
Stephen Barr, professor of
physics at the Univeristy of
Delaware, delivered the day’s
keynote address: “The Catholic
Church and Modern Science: A
Glorious History.”

“People ask how we can rec-
oncile faith and science,” he
said. “I find that an odd ques-
tion. I know of no scientific
fact that conflicts with Catholic
teaching. Catholic faith and
modern science make sense of
the world.”

Dr. Barr credited misconcep-
tions with leading people to
believe that kind of disconnect

exists — misconceptions about
what science has discovered
and misconceptions about what
biblical religions teach.

He described a view where
perceptions see opposition
between religion, or super-
natirualsm, with science, or nat-
uralism. “Biblical religions have
never been based on supernatu-
ralism if that includes renounc-
ing the natural order,” Dr. Barr
explained. “Biblocal religions
teach that there is a natural
order that comes from God.
Early Christian writers actually
used the natural order as evi-
dence of God.”

Dr. Barr called God “the law-

giver of the Cosmos. We see
there is a natural order; a law-
ful order. If there is a law, there
is a lawgiver.” He said the idea
of God as lawgiver gave birth
to the concept of natural law. 

He added that biblical reli-
gions do teach about supernat-
uralism in the form of miracles.
“The concept of supernatural-
ism presupposes a natural
order that determines what is
natural,” he explained. “The
same lawgiver can suspend the
laws . . . override them
(through miracles), and that is
always connected in some way
to salvation.”

Dr. Barr added, “If God cre-

ated the world and established
the natural order and laws,
proof of his existence can be
found in nature.” 

He noted several great fig-
ures of the Scientific Revolu-
tion who were devoutly reli-
gious — including Copernicus,
Keppler, Galileo, Newton and
others. He also pointed out
that Catholic priests played
enormous roles in the scientific
discoveries of modern geology,
acoustics, hydraulics, genetics
and other things. 

Maybe the best known is
Belgian priest, astronomer and
physicist Father Georges
Lemaître, who formulated the

Big Bang Theory.
A series of morning and

afternoon breakout sessions
followed Dr. Barr’s keynote.
Presenters and their topics
included:

• Christopher T. Baglow,
Ph.D., “Becoming Human:
Jesus Christ, the True Origin of
Humanity.” Dr. Baglow is
Director of the Science and
Religion Initiative of the
McGrath Institute for Church
Life of the University of Notre
Dame. Since 2005 he has been a
leader in the integration of faith
and science in Catholic schools.

It has been just two short years since I was installed as the
sixth Bishop of Evansville. In this appointment, God has given
me the chance to be with you as we grow the Church in
southwest Indiana. It is especially gratifying to be with you as
we begin the celebration of our 75th anniversary as a diocese.

In this anniversary year, as in every year, we come to you to
appeal to your generosity and love for the Church by making a
gift to the Diocese of Evansville Catholic Parishes Campaign.
While your parish has a weekly collection to fund its ministries
and operations, we as a diocese don’t have that same opportu-
nity. Hence, we hold this appeal once each year and ask for
your financial support, which is crucial to the ministries and
operations of the local Church, which is the Diocese of
Evansville.

We often get asked about the use of the gifts with which we
are entrusted. In the Gospel of Matthew, we are offered the
Parable of the Talents (Mt 25:14-30). In this parable, it is made
clear that the LORD expects us to increase the gifts we are
given. That expectation is for us as individuals AND as a dio-
cese. We gratefully accept the gifts you offer to us from the
gifts given you by God. We also accept the inherent responsi-
bility to increase them through our works, programs, and min-
istries. As Catholic stewards, we are all held accountable for
how we care for what God gives us.

In our work to increase the value of the gifts given to us,
we always focus on the LORD
and bringing the joy of salva-

A message from
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel

Hace solamente dos cortos años desde que me han
nombrado el sexto obispo de Evansville. En esta posición,
Dios me ha dado la oportunidad de estar con ustedes al
tiempo que hacemos crecer la Iglesia del sur de Indiana. Es
especialmente gratificante estar con ustedes al comenzar
nuestra celebración del aniversario 75 como diócesis.

En este año del aniversario, como cada año, regresamos a
usted para apelar a su generosidad y amor por la Iglesia para
que brinde un regalo a la Campaña de las Parroquias Católicas
de la Diócesis de Evansville. Mientras que su parroquia tiene
una colección semanal para financiar sus operaciones, nosotros
como diócesis no tenemos la misma oportunidad. Por lo tanto,
hacemos un llamamiento cada año para solicitar su apoyo
financiero, que es crucial para los ministerios y operaciones de
la Iglesia local, que es la Diócesis de Evansville.

Frecuentemente nos preguntan acerca del uso de los regalos
que nos han sido encomendados. En el Evangelio de Mateo, nos
ofrece la Parábola de los Talentos (Mt 25:14:30). En esta parábola,
se pone de manifiesto que el SEÑOR espera que aumentemos
los regalos que recibimos. Esta expectativa es para nosotros
como individuos Y como diócesis. Con gratitud aceptamos los
regalos que ustedes nos ofrecen de los regalos brindados a
ustedes por Dios. También aceptamos la responsabilidad
inherente de incrementarlos a través de nuestros trabajos,
programas, y ministerios. Como servidores católicos, debemos
rendir cuentas de como cuidamos
lo que Dios nos brinda.

Un mensaje del
Obispo Joseph M. Siegel
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The Message photos by Tim Lilley
A large crowd listens to Dr. Stephen Barr talk about the Catholic Church and
modern science during the Sept. 13 Institute Day at the Diocese of Evansville
Catholic Center. 

Dr. Barr points to a slide showing Belgian
priest, astronomer and physicist Father
Georges Lemaître, who formulated the Big
Bang Theory.
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