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As the 2021-2022 school year begins across the region, it is a 

stunning reminder that we are moving into the next cycle of the 

year.  It is exciting to see our youth being able to head back to 

school.  Many local school boards, administrators, educators, 

and parents have all worked diligently to take the necessary 

steps that will allow our children and teens to return to the 

classroom this year.  Keeping the students safe and healthy 

should always remain a priority throughout Northwest Arkan-

sas.  As an economic development organization, we fully under-

stand how crucial the K-12 and higher education systems are to 

the prosperity of a community, and we wish them all a very 

healthy, happy, and safe school year! 

Thank you to everyone who 

attended NWAEDD’s 2021 

Annual Meeting in July.  It 

was a pleasure to hear about 

redistricting from Arkansas 

Secretary of State,            

John Thurston . 

2021 SWREDA Conference  

Collaboration: The Key to Resilience  

Northwest Arkansas Economic Development Dis-

trict (NWAEDD) was pleased that the 2021 South-

west Region Economic Development Association 

(SWREDA) Annual Conference was hosted right 

here in our backyard.  During the first week of Sep-

tember members from across the state and neigh-

boring states in Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 

and Texas all joined in Rogers for a first class educa-

tional and networking event that covered a broad 

range of issues and topics throughout the five state 

region. The Northwest Arkansas Robotics Training 

Center was chosen for one of the “Star of the South-

west Awards” from the  U. S. Economic Develop-

ment Administration.  Steve Clark, President/CEO 

of the Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce, and Joe 

Willis, NWAEDD Executive Director, proudly 

shared the story behind the project. 
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    What’s new in the world of  

 Community & Economic Development ? 

Carroll County  

In early August, the NWAEDD Commu-

nity & Economic Development team had 

the opportunity to participate in a rib-

bon cutting for Carroll County’s Health 

Unit Renovations in Berryville.  

 Carroll County was awarded a Commu-

nity Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

in the amount of $198,265 from the Ar-

kansas Economic Development Commis-

sion through the agency’s General As-

sistance grant program in 2020.   

Catherine Baker, General Counsel/

Community & Economic Development 

Coordinator,  provided application and 

grant administration services to the 

county.   Grant funds were used to con-

struct a drive-through vaccine/ testing 

site and other renovations to improve 

the Carroll County Health Unit. 

The NWAEDD Community & Economic 

Development Team along with Executive 

Director, Joe Willis, traveled to Little 

Rock in late July for a meeting with the 

Arkansas Municipal League and the oth-

er seven planning & development organi-

zations that make up the Arkansas Asso-

ciation of Development Organizations 

(AADO) for additional training and dis-

cussions regarding The Coronavirus 

State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds.  

Staff members continue to research and 

educate themselves on Treasury’s provi-

sions so that they can help provide guid-

ance to the local governments.  If your 

County or City has specific questions or 

needs further assistance in this matter, 

please contact us.  

John Wilkerson  

Arkansas Municipal League General Counsel  

NWAEDD Executive Di-

rector, Joe Willis, and 

Deputy Director, Jeremy 

Ragland, attended the 

2021 Arkansas Econom-

ic Developers & Cham-

ber Executives (AEDCE) 

annual conference last 

month in Jonesboro.  It 

was a great event and it 

is exciting to have the 

opportunity for in-

person networking 

events that 

strengthen 

the District’s 

partnerships.   

 

Panel to Discuss ARPA Funding 

Senator Boozman  
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We know that ensuring tha 

 

WIOA/Workforce Development 

 

 

 

  North Arkansas Transportation Service 

Career Advisor, Rose Sparrow, who serves the 

Fayetteville and Siloam Springs area, recently cel-

ebrated her fifteenth year of employment with the 

District.  Her enthusiasm and dedication for her 

work are inspiring and set a great example for 

those who have the privilege to know her.  She has 

facilitated endless opportunities for many of her 

clients.  Thank you Rose for all that you do! 

Rose Sparrow 

Career Advisor for Fayetteville & 

Siloam Springs 

CAREER  

OPPORTUNITIES 

 NATS Mechanic  

 NATS Driver 

Job descriptions can be 

found at  

http://nwaedd.org/careers/ 

 

Equal Opportunity Information 
NWAEDD will not discriminate 
against any applicant or employee 
because of age, color, sex, disability, 
national origin, race, religion, or vet-
eran status.  If you have questions 
about whether a document should 
include this statement, contact the 
District EO Officer. 

Mr. Robert Lowry and 

Mr. Shannon Willis 

from NATS provided 

transportation services 

at the 2021 Southwest 

Region Economic      

Development Associa-

tion  (SWREDA) Con-

ference in Rogers.  

They provided confer-

ence guests with rides 

to and from mobile 

workshops at the 

Northwest Arkansas 

Robotics Center, the 

Walmart Headquarters, and the Crystal 

Bridges Museum of American Art.  

NWAEDD would like to thank them both for 

the hospitality provided to all of the econom-

ic development professionals who attended.   

http://nwaedd.org/careers/
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818 Highway 62/65/412 North 

Harrison, AR 72601  

P.O. Box 190 

Harrison, AR 72602 

(870) 741-5404  

info@nwaedd.org   

Next Issue January 2022 

       Remember to follow us on Social Media. 

http://nwaedd.org/ 

County Judges 

Association Fall 

Meeting  

Sept. 13th-15th, 

2021 

 

COVID R & R 

Webinar Series 

Community 

Resilience Workshop 

Sept. 14th, 2021 

 

NWAEDD Board 

Meeting 

Oct. 27th, 2021 

10am 

 

SAVE THE DATES 

 

Arkansas State University’s Delta Center for Economic 

Development (DCED), the Arkansas Economic Develop-

ment Institute (AEDI), and the Association of Arkansas 

Development Organizations (AADO)  will be presenting 

an eight-part COVID-19 Recovery & Resiliency webinar 

series.  These events are free and open to the public.  They 

will provide key information, resources, and training for 

community leaders and small business owners who want 

to be more resilient during future economic disruptions.   

https://www.astate.edu/DCED/Recover 

https://www.google.com/search?q=NWAEDD+locations&rlz=1C1EJFC_enUS914US914&oq=NWAEDD+locations&aqs=chrome..69i57j69i64.2201j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
http://www.nwaedd.org
https://twitter.com/NWAEDD
https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Arkansas-Economic-Development-District-Inc-1588844694720728/
https://www.astate.edu/DCED/Recover

