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As we transition from the rainy days of 

spring into the hot summer months, it 

makes you wonder where the first half of 

2021 has gone.  With life gradually       

returning to our previous routines, the 

District is working very hard to ensure 

our members have the support they need 

to serve their communities.  I am proud to see the work that 

NWAEDD staff is accomplishing throughout the District.  As 

always, we are here to help our local governments  in any way 

we can.   

ATTENTION MARION, SEARCY,  

& BAXTER COUNTIES  

(These are the only three counties in the Northwest AR 

District that fall within the DRA service area.) 

As we have all experienced over the last year, the 

COVID-19 pandemic spotlighted significant gaps in 

internet accessibility across the country. The Delta, 

especially rural areas, has been shown to lack ade-

quate digital infrastructure to support access to 

critical services such as healthcare, distance learn-

ing, and remote work. In response to these challeng-

es, the Delta Regional Authority (DRA) has an-

nounced the Delta Broadband Mapping Project, 

NWAEDD is proud to support DRA on this initia-

tive.  

Through an innovative crowd-sourcing platform, DRA is undertaking a regional internet speed testing 

initiative to support data-driven policy and decision making. The goal of this project is to create a regional 

map of internet availability and speeds, which will help you attain funding opportunities for your commu-

nities.  

The test takes less than one minute to complete and can be taken on any internet-connected device.  

To learn more and to take the test, visit:  dra.gov/speedtest 

A Word from the 

Executive Director  

http://dra.gov/speedtest
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    Community & Economic Development  

                

 

In late April, Boone County 

held the first ever Municipal 

Resource Conference hosted by 

the Harrison Regional Chamber 

of Commerce.  

 Several of the NWAEDD staff 

were able to attend to promote 

the services provided here at 

the District.   

We were pleased to be invited 

and look forward to the oppor-

tunity again next year! 

Chelsey Weaver of Northwest Arkansas 

Economic Development District recently 

completed the Mid-South Basic Econom-

ic Development Course offered through 

Arkansas Economic Developers and 

Chamber Executives (AEDCE) this past 

April.  She joined forty-four other partic-

ipants from four different states in the 

four-day spring program.  Offered annu-

ally, the Mid-South Basic Course pro-

vides an intensive overview of the pro-

cess and practice of local economic devel-

opment.  It features over thirty instruc-

tors who are recognized experts in their 

fields.  It is one of twenty-five such 

courses accredited by the International 

Economic Development Council (IEDC). 

 

The District would like to thank Arkan-

sas Economic Developers and Chamber 

Executives (AEDCE) along with the 

many sponsors for the quality training 

they provide.   

Mid-South Basic Economic 

Development Course 
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We know that ensuring tha 

 

WIOA/Workforce Development 

 

 

 

 

  North Arkansas Transportation Service 

NATS made some changes this year.  We 

were able to sell seven well used vans 

and the trolleys which made room for the 

ten new vehicles received this spring.  

NATS was able to purchase four new 

large vans, four fully accessible 

minivans, and two Dodge trucks.  The 

trucks were a new improvement to the 

fleet of vehicles, and will allow drivers to 

access more rural areas of the region,  

ultimately serving more passengers!   

As we focus on the recovery and resiliency of the North-

west Arkansas region, workforce services will continue 

to be a top priority of focus here at the District.   

The services provided through the WIOA programs will 

ensure that the industries in Northwest Arkansas con-

tinue to have candidates that are highly qualified with 

the skills and training necessary to support and         

improve job growth.   

The District has Career Advisors throughout Northwest 

Arkansas who are availa-

ble to determine eligibility 

for programs and provide 

guidance to youth & 

adults that may be look-

ing for new opportunities.   

 

OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN 

WITH THE NEW 
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Contact us to let us know how we can work together to serve 

the communities we call home here in Northwest Arkansas! 

818 Highway 62/65/412 North 

Harrison, AR 72601  

P.O. Box 190 

Harrison, AR 72602 

(870) 741-5404  

info@nwaedd.org   

Next Issue September 2021 

       Remember to follow us on Social Media. 

http://nwaedd.org/ 

 

ARPA County Judge 

Meeting 

June 9th, 2021 

NWAEDD 2021 Annual 

Meeting 

July 21st ,2021 

SAVE THE DATES 

NWAEDD Career Opportunities 

 NATS Mechanic  

 NATS Driver 

 NATS Dispatcher 

 Career Advisor 

All job descriptions can be found at http://nwaedd.org/careers/. 

Equal Opportunity Information 
NWAEDD will not discriminate against any applicant or employee         
because of age, color, sex, disability, national origin, race, religion, or       
veteran status.” If you have questions about whether a document 
should    include this statement, contact the District EO Officer. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=NWAEDD+locations&rlz=1C1EJFC_enUS914US914&oq=NWAEDD+locations&aqs=chrome..69i57j69i64.2201j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
http://www.nwaedd.org
https://twitter.com/NWAEDD
https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Arkansas-Economic-Development-District-Inc-1588844694720728/
http://nwaedd.org/careers/

