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ProLiteracy Conference 2011 

ProLiteracy hosted a 4-day conference this past fall in Houston, Texas and I was fortunate enough to attend as 
the representative from OCALS and upstate New York. What an amazing event and opportunity.  Let me begin 
by saying it would be impossible to sum up everything that I experienced, but it was truly inspirational and mo-
tivational; a feeling I am sure was felt by all in attendance. 

There were over 26 service organizations represented at the conference, and everyone had a link to some form 
of literacy or resource tool to enhance the teaching and learning for the service provider,  the adult learner and 
family literacy. There was a wide range of workshops offered daily and many guest speakers shared their per-
sonal stories of how literacy, and the hunger to improve their lives through learning, education and literacy, 
impacted them. Their personal stories reflected the struggles they endured on a daily basis; the changes they 
experienced on this new found life course that not only changed them, but their families as well. It was very 
powerful to hear these stories as one after one, young and old alike, shared their trials, their personal struggles, 
and their accomplishments as they disclosed events so personal and moving.   With the increased demand for 
literacy services the need for collaboration, funding, raising awareness for literacy crisis, building partnerships, 
and diversification for resources was a prominent theme, and discussed in many of the venues offered. 

The conference maintained a running theme: “I STAND FOR LITERACY”, emphasizing  how literacy has 
changed over time, how the look, or should I say the face of “literacy”, has impacted the lives of those seeking it, 
as well as the lives of those who choose to teach.  Many key points were based on: 

 Advocacy – raising awareness /advocating effectively for adult literacy. 
 Globally – looking for adult/family literacy in a global context. 
 Collaboration- creating successful  community linkages to expand and improve services. 
 Instruction- improving instruction in adult literacy, basic education, or English language learners            

programming. 
 Training –  keeping tutors and services providers up-to-date through the use of technology, online           

resources and training workshops. 
 Transitions- preparing learners to transition from the learning environment to new learning environ-

ments, the workplace, home and secondary education. 

Literacy is about having the power to change lives, and if we truly believe that education is the great equalizer, 
than literacy is for ALL. 

Della Morales     

OCALS Board Member –Tutor Trainer 
 

Next USCAL conference: 10/31-11/2, 2013 
    Washington, DC. 

OCALS HAS A NEW FACE 

BOOK PAGE! TYPE OCALS IN 

FACE BOOK SEARCH BAR 
AND CLICK “LIKE” TO  SHOW YOUR 

SUPPORT!! 

CHECK         

IT OUT!! 

ACCESS OCALS’ WEBSITE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT OUR IMPOR-

TANT LITERACY PROGRAMS:                            

WWW.OCALSFAMILYLITERACY.COM 
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At the November 2011 Board meeting the Program 

Committee was given the go ahead to develop and 

implement a Family Literacy Program to be piloted 

in partnership with the Agri-Business Child Devel-

opment Center in Holley, known as Grace’s Place.  

The mission of OCALS Family Literacy Program is 

to provide opportunities for families to learn and 

grow together, ensuring a cycle of learning that 

passes from generation to generation.   

OCALS recognizes that quality Family Literacy 

programs form partnerships with other organiza-

tions or agencies that have a common interest in 

supporting literacy needs of families.  These partner-

ships facilitate the necessary collaboration among 

families, service providers and community agencies 

in the sharing of information, resources, experience 

and knowledge. 

In January the Program Committee interviewed 

candidates for the positions of Family Literacy Pro-

gram Director and Home Connection Coordinator.  

We were fortunate to be able to bring on board two 

highly qualified people.  Pamela Foss of Medina has 

assumed the position of Family Literacy Program 

Director and April Fuller of Albion is our Home 

Connection Coordinator.   

Over the next six weeks Pam and April worked with 

OCALS Program Committee and the administration  

and staff of Grace’s Place to develop a program that 

would compliment and enhance what Grace’s Place 

provides to prepare their four and five year old stu-

dents for entering Kindergarten in the fall.   Pam 

was able to recruit three tutors and begin their 

training as Early Childhood tutors. Our Family Lit-

eracy Program at Grace’s Place kicked-off the week 

of March 26, 2012.  

We currently have each of our three Early Child-

hood tutors going into Grace’s Place one day a week 

and working with a group of three students.  Our 

nine students are eager participants and their 

teacher is appreciative of the individualized help we 

can provide to them. 

We will be developing the Home Connection compo-

nent initially by having April coordinate activities 

and provide information through the Parent Nights 

held monthly at Grace’s Place.  At the April 18th 

Parent Night we were able to introduce our program 

and offer information packets. 

It certainly has been an exciting start to this highly 

needed component of what OCALS does in address-

ing the literacy needs here in Orleans County. Stay 

tuned for forthcoming updates! And thank you to 

the Teachers and Staff at Grace’s Place for giving us 

the opportunity to implement this important pro-

gram. 

 

 
Our Thanks for Donations: 

 

 OCALS would like to extend our sincere gratitude 

for recent donations that have been received to bene-

fit the newly implemented Family Literacy Program: 

 At our March 2012 Board Workshop several 

Board members donated requested materials 

and supplies. 

 Orleans County Deputy Sheriff’s Association 

made a generous monetary donation of $250. 

  Sorority members of Iota Master Chapter of 

Beta Sigma Phi  of Medina, NY provided re-

quested materials and sent a monetary gift of 

$100. 

OptumHealth of Tonawanda, NY     

selected OCALS as their sponsored 

cause for the month of April, 2012. We 

will be receiving proceeds from their 

“dress down” collection (workers donate 

for the privilege of wearing jeans for a 

month). They will also be donating 

family literacy books and math work-

books.  Our organization was chosen 

based on the content of our website. 

FAMILY LITERACY PROGRAM KICKS OFF: 
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INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST AMERICORPS WORKERS: 

My name is Robert Bernal. I 
recently graduated from Rob-
erts Wesleyan College with a 
BS in Graphic Design. I took 
many different classes in de-
sign, photography and motion 
graphics. I particularly enjoy corporate design, 
which will be my responsibility for OCALS. This 
will include designing business cards, bro-
chures, posters, web design, logo design, etc.   
I hope to use my skills as a designer to present 
OCALS in a  more professional manner by 
working on promotional materials. Through 
the use of brochures, posters and web design, 
I will help OCALS reach out to a larger group of 
people so  the community will better under-
stand the mission of OCALS. This will ulti-
mately benefit OCALS in terms of volunteers 
and donations, and make the organization 

My name is Stephanie 
Merkley. I am 26 years 
old, with two beautiful 
baby girls named Abi-
gail and Cadence. I 
started going to col-

lege in 2005 for elementary educa-
tion. I have yet to finish my degree 
and am hoping to be able to go back 
to school within the next year. I cur-
rently work as a substitute teacher at 
Holley Central School District. I enjoy 
helping people in need. I believe 
there are certain parts of life every-
one should be allowed to enjoy, such 
as an education. I am very grateful 
for the opportunity to work with 
OCALS and I look forward to meeting 
everyone. Thank You!!! 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST STAFF MEMBERS 

April Fuller:  A resident of Albion, April 

has a Masters in Childhood Education 
from St. John Fisher College.  She has 

experience in working as a Home/
School Coordinator with a local school 

district conducting home visits, as well 
as arranging and implementing tutor-

ing programs for identified students.  

She currently works for the State of 
New York and sees her position as 

Home Connection Coordinator with 
OCALS as an opportunity to use her 

knowledge and experience gained 
through her education degree. 
 

  Pamela Foss:  A resident of Me-

  dina, Pam is a graduate of Niag-
  ara University with a Masters in 

  Education.  She holds NYS Init- 
  ial Teaching Certification in  

  Early Childhood Education (B- 
  6), Students with Disabilities (B-6) 

and Literacy (B-6).  Pam has accumulated 

various experiences in the education field 
over the last 20 years and will be joining us 

as our Family Literacy Program Director.  
Currently serving as a substitute teacher in 

area schools, Pam sees the Family Literacy 
Program as a perfect fit for her desire to 

pursue opportunities to increase the liter-

acy rate in Orleans County. 

OCALS NEW ADDRESS: 

134 S. MAIN ST. 

ALBION, NY 14411 

Effective 7/7/12 

HOAG LIBRARY 

GRAND       

OPENING: 

JULY 7, 2012 

OCALS IS 

PLEASED TO  

OFFER               

TUTORING      

FACILITIES AT 

THE NEW HOAG 

LIBRARY IN   

ALBION, N Y. 

CALL US FOR 

DETAILS:     

(585) 590-1292 



“THE LANTERN” is a publication of   

Orleans County Adult Learning         

Services.  Submissions from staff,       
students and tutors are invited and       

encouraged.                                                                   

Please send submissions to: 

Jeanne Flow                                           

17068 Brockport Holley Rd.               

Holley, NY  14470                             

  jeanneflow@rochester.rr.com 

   A funded agency of: 

Western Orleans Co. Inc. 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 
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Orleans County Adult Learning Services 

134 S. Main Street 

Albion, NY 14411 

OCALS BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

President—Rose Ruck 

Vice President—Mary Lee Knights 

Secretary—Jeanne Flow 

Treasurer—Don Ruck 

Chair of Adult Learner’s Support Group - Marcie VanEpps 

Nominating Committee—Lorienda Smith 

Fund Development-David Callard, Chairperson of Orleans 
County  Legislature 

Board Member—Kathy Bogan, Asst. District Atty 

Literacy Representative-Medina/Lyndonville School                         
System—Penny Nice 

Literacy Representative-Holley School System - Della Morales 

Literacy Representative-Albion School System—Barb Dunham 

Program Committee—Renee Garnier 

Board Member—Penny Miller 

Board Member—Georgia Thomas 


