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July 2019
SCWG Monthly Meeting

Saturday, July 20 at 1:00 pm at 
Garrett’s Run Condo Association 
Clubhouse, 7900 Greenboro Drive
West Melbourne, FL 32901

Refreshments will be 
served, as usual!   😋

July’s Guest Speaker: Dave Baranek

Dave was born and raised in Jacksonville, Florida,
where he grew up drawing airplanes and putting together
scale models from kits. In his early teens he set his sights
on flying Navy jet fighters. He attended Georgia Tech and
participated in the ROTC to qualify for officer training, then
entered the Navy in 1979.

Without 20/20 eyesight he could not become a pilot,
so instead he became a radar intercept officer (RIO),
operating the weapons system in the Navy's hot new F-14
Tomcat fighter. Shortly after he joined his first squadron,
he received the callsign "Bio," which many of his former
squadron mates still call him.

Based on his outstanding performance, he was
selected to become an aerial combat instructor at the elite
Navy Fighter Weapons School, better known as Topgun.
While serving as an instructor in 1985, he had the unusual
experience of flying aerial sequences used in the film "Top
Gun," starring Tom Cruise and produced by Jerry
Bruckheimer. He also traveled to Paramount Studios as a
dialogue advisor on the project.

He enjoyed a successful 20-year career in the Navy,
including assignment to the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the US
7th Fleet. He commanded an F-14 Tomcat fighter squadron,
responsible for nearly 300 people and 14 aircraft worth
about $700 million.

He retired from the Navy in 1999, and
now works as a defense contractor. After
retiring, he wrote the exciting memoir
TOPGUN DAYS, which describes his early
flying experiences, including working on the
movie “Top Gun.” He then wrote BEFORE
TOPGUN DAYS, detailing his experiences in
Naval Aviation training. Both books include
many of his acclaimed photographs.

Dave is married and lives in Satellite
Beach, Florida. You can visit his website
at www.TopgunBio.com.
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It doesn’t matter if you are a cat person or a dog person – if you like
pets, then you know how important they are in our lives. Not every cat is
Garfield, scarfing down lasagna whenever possible. Not every dog is Lassie,
able to rescue children who have fallen down a well. But every pet is special:
purebreds, mutts and mixes, and everything in-between. Who can say no to a
friendly smile?

The forthcoming anthology, PETS, is a collection of tales (tails?)about
our furry friends. Service dogs. Rescues. Family companions. Childhood
friends. Strays. Saviors. These are some of the roles pets play in our lives.
PETS captures these stories for everyone to enjoy.

Watson’s 3rd Birthday

Call for Submissions

PETS
Tales of Furry Friends

Submission Guidelines:
• All pet lovers are allowed one submission (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, essays), no longer than 8,000 
words. The submission cannot be previously published, or currently under review elsewhere. 
Submissions must be sent as an email attachment in MS Word format to 
stilley@preciouspublishing.biz.
• Please send a photo of your pet(s)! Images must be in JPG or PNG format at 300dpi.
• Authors must include a 75-word biography and a 1”x1” digital headshot.
• There is a $25 non-refundable submission fee, payable online at http://bit.ly/2VpYsUG 
Are you a member of a writing group? Contact the editor for a $10 discount!
• The publisher reserves the right to edit or decline submissions.
• Contributors maintain copyright on their submission, but overall copyright of the anthology rests 
with the publisher.
• PETS will be published by Anthology Alliance and distributed through Amazon.com in Kindle and 
print formats by Oct. 2019.
• Authors selected to appear in PETS will receive a free copy of the print version of the book.
Important Dates: Submit your work by Friday, August 23, 2019, for consideration.
For More information: Contact the editor, Scott Tilley, at stilley@preciouspublishing.biz
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President’s corner
How do you know you’re a writer?

Part 2: A Childhood Passion

Did you enjoy writing when you were
young? If you enjoyed writing when you were
a child, it could be a sign that you were meant
to write. Children know what they like and
tend to know what they will do with their life
even if they cannot express it.

Take the child who is always concerned
with the well-being of others becoming a
doctor or nurse, or the child who loved to
sing being active in the church choir all her
life. There are numerous other examples.

https://www.hongkiat.com/blog/signs-you-
are-a-writer/

Sincerely,
Joanne Fisher
President, SCWG

The beautiful, seductive and ruthless Lucy has a rap sheet as long as
her golden blonde hair. She will do anything to stay out of jail and,
although her intentions are good, the devil inside her takes over and has
her undertaking continuous acts of evil. On the other side of the
spectrum, Nicholas, being a man of God, is naive and hopes to lead the
sultry Lucy to the light of his God. But the devil of St. Gabriel has other
plans. This thrilling suspense novel is merciless, twisted but absolutely
gripping with a riveting ending that will bowl you over!

Now available for pre-order on Amazon.com
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Hot Off…
As they approach the walled city, no challenge issues

from its battlements, no living creature shows itself. There
is neither movement nor sound of any kind. It is as still and
empty as death.

Nearing the city’s main gate, the man beholds a series of
rune-like symbols etched into the grey stones overhead,
spanning the open entrance. While he watches, the symbols
slowly shift shape into the letters of a word he knows
well…R E V E L A T I O N.

“What sorcery is this?” he wonders. “And what does its
message mean? A welcome? A warning?” He will soon find
out!

New from prize-winning writer D. Scott Dickinson. A
stunning visual journey. Back through time. Across a
distant world where nothing is what it seems. Paradox
Moon is a cautionary tale of one planet's retribution against
the civilization that nearly destroyed it. Of a world that
turned inward to preserve itself and the wellspring of life it
harbored And of survival, rebirth and renewal.

D. Scott Dickinson is a retired NASA Public Affairs 
manager at Kennedy Space Center. Starting as a 
copy boy in the newsroom of U.S. News and World 
Report magazine, he went on to become a 
reporter and editor, Peace Corps personnel 
director and university research fellow. He has 
published books of social realism, science fiction 
and fantasy and is a member of the Space Coast 
Writers’ Guild.
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Scott Tilley, who has been instrumental
in publishing SCWG anthologies, as well as
his own books, is pleased to announce the
release of my 24th book, Making Technology
Work for You, published by CTS Press. This
pocket guide to following three paths to
successfully using technology in your life or
your business is now available as a Kindle
eBook from Amazon.com for just $2.99.
Scott writes:

Technology is the ultimate double-
edged sword. On the one hand, it
enables businesses to do more with less.
On the other hand, it can make business
workflows more complicated and more
susceptible to hacks and other forms of
intrusion. Making technology work for
you involves a careful balancing act of
maximizing labor-saving automation and
minimizing unexpected consequences
related to computerization.

This book outlines how to
effectively make technology work for
you by following three simple paths to
success: (1) knowing when to use
technology; (2) understanding how the
technology works; and (3) evaluating the
technology’s return on investment
(ROI). By following these three paths,
your chances of successfully using
technology to your advantage, in your
personal life or in your business, are
greatly improved.

the Presses!

PS: Don't forget that our next anthology, PETS, is now 
accepting chapter submissions. It's a collection of tales 
(tails?) about our furry friends and another great writing 
opportunity for the summer!
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Miscellany

Do you know a talented writer, author, poet, or
storyteller? You do? Then, please, bring him or her to the
next SCWG meeting and have them register to become a
member. Simply click the button on the SCWG
website.

Speaking of the SCWG
website, the new and improved
site is published. It's in the same
location, with a slight difference.
It’s https://scwg.org (notice the s
after http. That means our site is
secure, making it less susceptible
to hacking from the outside).

If you would like to be
featured as a published author,
please send a recent headshot (2"
x 2"), your latest bio (no more

July certainly is the month we celebrate the birth of
our great nation. The Declaration of Independence
was signed on July 4, 1776. However, you might not
know that July is considered an unlucky month for
weddings, is National Anti-boredom Month, and
National Cell Phone Courtesy Month. Please be
courteous! Finally, on July 20, the day of our meeting,
is Ugly Truck Day (it's a "guy" thing) and National Ice
Cream Soda Day. So, after our meeting let’s get into
our ugly trucks and go get an ice cream soda!

http://holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/july.htm

than 100 characters), and
a JPG of the cover of your
favorite book that you
authored or in which you are
featured.

This also applies to
members who participated
in any of our anthologies or
Scott Tilley's anthologies.
Yes, you are a published
author even if you just wrote
a short story!
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Hello,

The UK Kindle Storyteller Award is open for entries from 1st May until 31st August 2019! The hunt is on for the
next great English storytelling talent.

The winner of the 2019 contest will receive a £20,000 cash prize, a marketing campaign to support their winning
title, and the opportunity to have their book translated.

The long summer days are the perfect time to take up your pen (or keyboard)! With over two months until the entry 
deadline, you still have plenty of time to craft your submission. If, like Mark Dawson, you’ve been meaning to 
publish your book, now’s the perfect opportunity.

Visit the Kindle Storyteller page for more information about the contest, the full Terms and Conditions, and 
instructions on how to enter.

Good luck!
The Kindle Direct Publishing Team

© 1996-2019, Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. All Rights Reserved. Amazon and Kindle are trademarks of 
Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. 410 Terry Avenue North Seattle, Washington 98109 US.
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Northern Lights Book Awards 
A Mark of Distinction

Honoring Children’s Literature of Exceptional Merit
Dear Space Coast Writers Guild, 

Does your children’s book deserve a prestigious award? If so, enter the Northern Lights Book Awards. The NLBA 
recognizes children’s books as an art form and honors books that excel in aesthetic and literary qualities with an 
emphasis on permanency. It seeks out stories that will leave a lasting impression, ones that resonate with the reader not 
only now but in years to come. 

We accept traditionally published and self-published children’s books regardless of copyright year. Not published yet? 
Don’t worry, we have a category just for you.
We are inviting SCWG members to submit their children’s books at the normal fee of only $60 per title. You may also 
enter your title in as many categories as you see fit at no additional fee, (normally $10 per category). To receive this 
exclusive offer, simply write MIW under Associations/Societies when filling out the 2019 award submission form.

Awards and Recognition

Winners will be announced on our website, social media platforms, and through a press release sent to a comprehensive 
list of media outlets. Two (2) medalists will be selected per category. Each winning book receives a personalized 
certificate and 100 award seals. 

One (1) grand prize winner will be awarded The Northern Lights Book of the Year Award. The book will also be honored 
with an Aurora Sparks Award and featured in the Aurora Sparks Toy Portfolio. The Northern Lights Book of the Year 
Award recipient will be invited to enter their book(s) in the 2020 NLBA at no cost. This distinguished author will be 
featured in the JWC Publishing newsletter, receive a certificate commemorating their achievement, and 200 award seals.

Enter today and give your book the mark of distinction it deserves.
We look forward to reading your book.
Sincerely, 

The NLBA Team
www.northerndawnawards.com 
Please direct questions to NLBookAwards@gmail.com

Keep Writing!

Timothy Jacobs


